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4 —_— nomore t6-com- 
hg ep this Book” (Remains of 
Mr. Joſeph Alletre ) 't6 thee, ' 


; thee that it is his 

7 1 own, and though a Poſthumous, "yet 
57 3 no ſpurionsbjrth. | Though ſome par- 
2  ccls come to thee with thiv"'difadyant 
age, onely 2sthey were taken from his 

' | mouth as hip pteached," yer! much of it 
+ F was written with his ©wn hand." 'Ff 
thou haſt taſted that divine and warn 


: J ſpirit, which/run- '! his ' 6fHbr 
4 Writadgs already S , it will 
' F ſure ſet theea thi after what els 


hath drop'd from the ſame holy lips or 
hands, The Jabours of a man of G 
|} fo mighty t#the Sriptures! ahd'in the 
_J powerof God, willnot be either un- 
uſeful, or unacceptable - though what 
haſt here, be but fragments, yet 
thou wilt find them tobe of the ſame 
bread, with thoſe loves which have 
been already dealt out to thee, by the 
| a beeu 
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the Sacrament on 8 ponents aa 
on Lake 2. 10,11. P-LF 
Pay thank ſerving Sermon preached July 
- 1665, at Mr. R. Ms, on Pſal. 147-20 
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XIE. Another Sacramental ſpeech, on 
nBphigoact-\\- 4:4 p.20k] 
XIV. Another Sacramental Theech, O12 © 
” Mat. 15.28::-/ a p-215; 
XV. Another Secramental ſpeech on 
Mark 1.15.- -\_'p.22p} 
XVI. Fon. foverdl Letters to his moſt be-| 
loved people in Taunton P- 237 | 


 KVIL, 24 Pradtjeal Caſe on Phil.3.13.14. 


XVIIL. A diſcourſe on Plak144-3-p- 27d | 
XIX. Heavens joy and trinmph on Luke 
1523524. P-297 | 
XX A Letter ſent by him to an intimate | 
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bes Soul thou baſt' much goods laid up fro rony 
3 years----But God fad, Thou fol tic night 
02  ſhallthy ſoul be Feguirvd: of rhee."\; 


4 G 6 


T fir 
Q. (© Ince no man hath one. dajes na 
LY of bis life, what may we do- to be 'fe- 
od BY cured —_—_ being ſurpriſed by death? 1. © 
f Jy 1. Sir looſe from the world, ' that you REY 


J able ro packup and be gone upon ſudden war-. N 
93 1 zing. Here wasthe folly and-miſery of this 
7D } rich man, chathe had ſethis heart upon the- 
ke 1 world, his mind did run upon bis Barns,: and 
27 { vpon his Belly ; his Goods, were his-Gods, 
te | bewiſhesnoother felicity, than to cat and-bg- 
.o | merry :- If you would-be fit for. your: «—m_ 
p | $qvroey to your lon ng. home, you-multluy 
J s/ide everyweight, and in ſpecial, heron 
| bring and intangling, and inſnaring.clog and! 
burthenof worldly affections; you! © Ste | 
i Þ} heedto your ſelves, leaſt at Ms i oc 
A Þ} #c over-charged with ſuf 0199s Oe =o 
| meſs, and the cares of this lifez cif, you mals 
1 not have thatday come upon; 
It-is i there 584ub wh 
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Belly ; would there were no: ſuch Monſters: 
among men. Certainly, that man-whole 
heart isin his Belly , or.on his Coffer, that: 


$3 more fit for the aſſaults of Death , than the: 
*: unhappy Tr9jansburycd in Sleep and Wine, 
for the Invaſion of the well-appointed Greeks :: 
or the ſecure Laiſ for the ſubtle Danites; or. 
the Shechamites when ſore and unwieldy, for; 
the Sons of violence, and Inſtruments of cru-! 
elty. Study to be Crucifyed to the world, 
to uſe all earthly comforts in a mortifyed! 
manner, as thoſe that are taking their long! 
leave; and let-Death find 'you dead: before-! 
hand ; and then let it come when it will; and! 
do its worſt, | "*p"] 


2. Intrench wot on Gods Prerogative:y in" 
carving ont the future time, Reckon not upon} 
hereafter ;- this was: the unhappineſs of this 
rich fool, he coutits upon many years; God 
had given him much goods, and now heis ſo, 
bold, as to caſt upon many merry dayes7s; 
fpend them ; but God is angry at his uſurpa- 
ſion, and finte he would preſume to be his 
own carver, God rebukes his boldneſs, and. 
will ſhew his Prerogative, and will cut him 
ſhort enough , this night ſhall thy ſoul be res} 
_ Remember your times are 1n- Gods } 

ands, improve. with all poſſible diligence | 
your preſent allowance ; he gives you wealth 


Idolizes his friends, or his reputation; is.no' 


tolay up for hereafter , but he keeps your | 
time in his own hands ; ſo that you thall nog 
know one day whether you ſhall ever haye! 

bs va another, 
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E another, ior beallowedits the its; 
cY caſt nor'u off tomorrow.” Livethisday wall 
atY Whenſhall we learn to prattice the 
no} Leſſon; 't6live every day''as"if it were'wit 
he laſt ? 'Bleſſedmen arte fognk ba »3f WE 
ne, | would but live upto this ſhort wy 
5: © ſtiang, why are our lives ſo far \ice of oh 

or} rules, and principles ? Doth Conſcienc&Wwik- 
for} neſs herd be up to Cot if boo? {ole be 
ru-jF good y do you not lly: $0n= 
d,: Moos, toit? is it nota ſhame, ' that a hearth 
ed} ſhould* teach'' you? rhiink; ith bp 
ngy morning when rhon rifeſt;>T'ma 
re- | down' again ;-and every Bight 1hol Uh $0 
nd} down; It may be 1 may never” tife 
F when thou 'goeſt 'out;/ | NERO rnd pms 


when thou corneſt i 8 I m_ free 
in} out. Chriſtian 7; 
on { thought every morn, rp. Fol this ds 
his } for Coram & £ob DAG GUT 
oc E930 M91 5 097 "x 


wo 3: Stove Up in Heaven » parr, ant 
70 | you berich towards God. *'It'was the waht bf 
pa- J this; 'that made this" -eikhb == t&'be 


his | branded for a fool. ' Give/Alfis iy 
nd Þ and provide for yout ſelvesBags , fW: 
im | notold ; 'beſparing us to: oitfetves, butla 
ye+ | out, and ſpate not vpoks the Service" of Gb, 
ods Give ey ſelves unto prayer, let readibg the 
nee | Word, Meditation®, Self-i <Examination., . be 
Ich ] your daily exerciſes 380 pbod to 

DUE | ferve your” gefieration*w ith-aili1 

nos | tobe aſcful;fillup your telat wit fes, 
ve Jand eng adn tad ton yo 
EF. ſelves, 


»s 
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ſelves, 'look wholly-unto Jeſus, and live by 
faith, this do, and you ſhall have treaſure in 
Heaven ; and let death come, when it will, it 
will but ſet you-in poſſeſſion of glory, ''But 
woe to them rhat have laid up nothingon the 
other fide the Grave; , Death will break'thetm 
for eyer, and-will prove their eternal {un- 


doing. 


| 
| 
1 
| 
4. Be the death of your fins, that they may} # 
not faſtenlike Hell-hounds upon you, whenf| © 
you are moſt heſpleſs. Mortifie your cor-f \ 
ruptions, andthey: the bitterneſs of Death is} 1 
pait. S516 the ſting of Death, that makes ir} © 
dreadful, that makes it hurtful; O do nor army " 
your enemy againſt you, death cannot horeſ 6 
ou, but by the weapons that you-put into'its} 
hands; by your.'fins ; if'Sin bedead, death} 0 
is conquered, This is the top of miſery,whenf & 
' fin and death ſhall fly 'upon a poor'-creaturef ® 
togefher, when death, as the unclean Spirit, if 
—_ with bjym ſeven other Spirits worſe] © 
than bimſelf , - ſhall ſet -a man's Sins. all 
vipon . him,” and befides the' terrour of 
its own-apaling looks , ſhall ſhew him the| # 
more ghaſtly, and affrighting faces of thoſe] .* 
Fiends and Furies, his unpardonedfins; this 
is the ſting of death, and makes that the X3zg 
of terrours, hey = Mr TUNA 
5. Obſerve the approaches of your enew 
daily, mM uote Mes eh You are for ought pr | 
know," more than half dead already. Let no! 
gray hairs be here and there upon you,” and 
Ds EE, 3 
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firmities, that theſe are butt ror a | 
items from death. Ns often is” death 
knocking at your doores ? Death hath a great 
partof you already'irt pi 


as þ- paſt, is death's 5 andhow little "how y4 e= 
ry lite hore renin ns teh 5 
w—_— A pk rb mn -, 
ian 1 Death ger every 
day, ed bemarhion 
notyoy'p provides 


ir] comes daily corel y0v7 do Yo 
make it good ag 

fications' gY on da 
day , forget not that holy Counſel $6 tht 

tate ever m— owe Renethy "of » + S 4 

n ' there 15 one more” "of 

rg Woe oF! wrt me ori ently W 
ia calf woly ail-1 irot1... _ 01 tow, why 
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—- jo on 
wi and I” 
not] Death to- find- you otit of y a 

and] would youmeet bh ee Memes 762 
youl A 3 poti? 


ife; . This non Dank #£ 00 | 
rood fobty. Thave —p +1 have 
rept. the faith, Tenor # lab, for, me. the 
T: Crown of Bfz. RB TAWNES? 7 


. Gee. Conſciense-to he mt leaſt 
Fc ſhould ſet. Deathaypan, you 3 {OWOrry 
you, when you coitle to-dye,., Bewaxe yo 


: milakenor  ſlamber of A 


py [ora 
hat f Oh fearful work that hi Vs 
ers. ring will ſhake the heaxto 

Du the countenance of. | 
joynts, a90d break all their bones,!. you be 


hes P viſe, getand keep a good Canſdences- carry 
welſit to the fountain opens for {1n,. and.for yo 


ng Jcleanneſs,. get it ſprinkled Ts ep. 
Wal Chiikt. , HEN your .. Jelues 
Cefogns —_. LF offeuce 1 cowards. God, 
*Y anng; : [1n,all page mg | 
pi-- ler Conſvience ba haye. the-caſting voice. ,; ask 


mofcc ; boy it digenty, -hear its rebukes pa- 
erg! tie tly anKIUly,, precious balm 
ed he pe) har jourkexay make int ie 


Is ia judgment ab ut your Eſtates = If it be 
1 confident, be.ſure.x. be upon Scripture eyi- 
{dencez..if irbedoubtful, get i; well (etled in 
be |time3- if it condemn you, away. with. ſpeed 
for; |to Four Redeemer; ſue out your pardon, 


Ke | get it purificd, and; paciked.... Follow after 
bis: | peace and holineſs, but; accept of no- peace 
his: |but of God's ſpeaking, Pleaſe, —_ 

"$ ..” rather 


rather thanall the world ; keep her, and ſhe: 
ſhall keep. you ; they thatare careleſs of -de-: 
fending Conſcience, are preparing for their 
own torment at death, "© ©-ok 


- 9. Remember your Sick:bed reſolutions, and. 
fet a markyponrthoſe things that did make death: 
look moſt ghaftly, Woe to you. if Sickneſs: 
find you agam in the ſamefins which formerly” 
ſengyou, what will-you ſay- to Conſcience, 
or how will you look Death in the*face, if 
you be found at laſt to have been falſe to your. 
Sick-bed'vows'? Alphonſwus King of Aragon, 
Fnt to the Biſhop, to know how heſhoulddo 
to become a good man; he anſwered, he 
ſhould be the man he promiſed to be, whenF 
laſt fickof the Govt. - - Tae vi 
10. Keepne long Reckonings, but let Cons 
ſcience bring you in the accounts every day't - 
fore you ſleep. | Keep a Day book in-yout 
ownhearts } ſpecdily make-up any contros 
verſiesthat may fall out between God -and 
your Souls, *twil” be ſad to find old things td 
reckon for, when'you- come to dye: you 
cannot imagine the rorment that one fin vn; 
' repented of , or  unhumbled for, 'may.co' 

you; ſtudy to keep all clear, and even-daily 
within : This made © dying ny 1 | 

clap his hand upon his Breaſt, faying;' 6 7 
et Luc, 'tis mi within; daily felt 
examination will make you to live holily;! 

dyecomfortably ; but if you let things ral 
long, you will beall at a loſs. of 
I'T, = 


' 11. Set your bouſes in order that you may 
nor have your efares in the world "70 farts , 
when God requires your Souls + Make-your 
wills in your health and vigour, and therein 


be ſure ſotoſettle your eſtates," as that God 
and good uſes be notſhutovt, nor forgotten. 
-'Wretched men-that have fo'many hunare 


to ſettle upon their Children, can ſcarce find 
in their' hearts to ſettle one+in the hundred , 
12. Look. often into your Coffins; ad be- 
hold your bones and duſt; as ſhertly orbtrs ſhall, 


when turned out of your Graves : Be not tiran- 
-gers to the thoughts of death 3 expect it, waze 
'all the dayes of your appointed time "when your 


change ſhall come ; familiarize the thoughts of 

Death to =_ ſelves , that you may be"al- 

wayes. ſafe , you muſt never beſecure; you 
muſt pray, and fet a watch, and be-alwayes 
upon your guard; walk: every day ſome ſc- 
rious turns with Death, let it never come 
unlook'd'for; God forbid Death ſhould come 
upon you,” and you ſay; 'I did not thinkof it: 
You muſt daily think of it,” and+ look for it. 
How 'holy' and* happy a mari” was' he; "that 


meant this twenty years? Conſider your latter 
end, learn to number your dayes : God doth 


number'them, why ſhould not you?'if the 
man-of the houſe had' known what-hour-of 


the night -the Thief woul@& have 


ve "tone, 
he would have watched;and riot have ſuffered 
FJ bis Houſe tobe broken up; burit is too late 
| | 54 


T 
-* 


to think of it, when the Houſe 1s rifled ; Be 
- pot of them that pur faroft: the evil day ; he. 
that remembers not his end, remembers no- : 
thing as he ſhould: It is the remembrance of ' 
Death puts life into-our Prayers , into our | 
Graces, and all-our motions. "He that puts *} 
off the thoughts of. Death, gives; his: enemy *Þ} *! 
unſpeakable advantages ; Death-comes upon} 4 
the ſleeping and ſecure inner, ,as. Fae! upon 
Siſera, and ſtrikes the fatal nail through his} C 
' temples, and faſtens him to the earth. > .or as |} 
Davidupon the Amalekztes, when he and his | C 
mighty men came upon them, chafed in their , F *1 
minds, as a Bear robbed of her Whelps,when Þ| < 
.they found them ſpread abroad upon theearth, |} 7 
cating," drinksng. y. dancing. , and ſmete them | * 
- "from: the ewilight "fo. the .cventng of the 'N * 


> 113»); Aboveall ſprediothe City of refuge. a) 
-- Eixlb; Ger into 57, cloſe ſoundly with Feſw |} . 
Chrift,|  O dreadful:work that Death makes 

-with ; thoſe, -thatrare/not; fonnd, in: him ;.it NF 44 
tears the;body and;ſoul aſunder,,; it. drags the N it 
foul to Hell, and locks up theduſt in Priſon,” | > 
till ths terrible, Judgment, it puts an'eternal ' | ſo 

 end-toallcomforts,andenters the ſinner upon; © 1 

_ .unchangeable miſery, and .delivers.qver-the ' } fe 
Priſoners tothe tormentors;... but if you give 

-up your ſelves entirely, befare-hapd, and FN 
accept Chriſt by believing, on-his own:terms;: | 24 
this... will ; ſecure, you; in him-, +. then . the © /© 
danger of this is over.., Look to this} what-' 
ſoever you neglect; once in Chriſt, and you 
of . ave : 


vP 
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have the victory; your my ſenda 


f , 


chalengeto. 

Death, /and/with Pant hav age before. the 
Bartel, and. make the Bonfires 44 gt ringout. 
the Bells, as ſure of the; _y velt, and 20: with. 
hour of jo and palms viGory, and gat-, 
ments of ſalyation to ound with , Ot xa, 
ther ;to make ſpoil-upon your wi ge: 
queredenemy.. ['- 7 141} |/s 

itt "Keep you-in it, "when as have nagond 


: | cf yi the. Lord, you muſt walk in bim-;; 
oy 


x py: him,and-you betray your ſafety; 

{9.,it. that death find-you) not vel? 

0. 0 out —_ refoge, -by looſe waking. 
God beſpeaks you hereas Solomon didShimers 
1 Kings 2.36, 3%» wApdithe (King fort for: 
Shows and ſaid unto hin! build thee an houſe 
in Fer uſalew, —_ dwell pra andgo net _ 

thence any,whither, far. an \the: day thoy: 

out hoy: hh wha ag aobang thee fon Pale fry 


hen +? 1136 
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horn 2 patios promiſes now-inrime» 
againſtthe afſaute» of Dey -that-come-when! 
it will, chau/mayft haves/Gordialready; and. 
be-providedWith an Antidote;) Delight; thy 
ſoubin meditating on: —_—_ of+ Fob; and: 
IiCars ..:5,' andrhef{thChapter. of the 
ſecond, ile of heConibriebe.  Tth FR +7 


1 Mehl; butoormy: lat $i) 
Tan you: ſuffer. not the ftare- of your immortal, 
ſouls toys any longer at uncertaanties,” Put to 
it with allyour-might-for' INE an 
We ar a and make diligent ſcarch i ind 
tne 


% 4 


the ſtate of your hearts. What- bleſſed helps 
have'you in Mr; Baxrer's Works, Mr. Ki-- 
chayd Alleines, and others, to put all out of 
doubt ? there you have ſure-marks, ply 
your hearts withthem, bediligent o 
of CE your ſouls ; lye at God's 
door night and day, and'put your 'ſelves/on” 
Gods tryal; if all this will not do it ,*ap-/ 
ply: your "ſelves to ſome-faithful and expe-. 
rienced : Miniſter: ;\- and '-above *all+. cloſe” 
with Chriſt anew , ſolemnly ingage your” 
ſelves in Covenant with him, according to' 
the Direftions' in Mr. Richard Alleine's' 
Book Vendication of Godlineſs," to this ' pur- 
poſe 3-how 'can you live one day, or dye 
without ſome evidence that it ſhall be well 
with you for ever ? Ah the woful caſe that the: 
p5ortrembling Soul 'muſt needs be in; when} *» 
it thruſts out intothe Oceanof Eternity,” not” 
knowing whither it is going, whether itſhall* 
be landed in the Region ot eternal darkneſs, 
ortheLandof light, when it nuſt go forth it. 
knows not wheehts hr the Arms of Angels," 
or the-teeth and-talons of carſed Fiends and” 
Hatpies; my foul hath often relented-at the 
'thonghrs” of that ' pathetick moan of dying 
Adrian, who thus Ltda kivenaibes foul, 
when xeady tobedelivered up (I cannot but: 
ſpoil it by Engliſhing it) ah my poor, little, 
trembling, wandring Soul, whetherart thou 
going, \intoI know not what rough. and hor-" 
rid places? and it is-a heart piercing com-. 
plaint of poor Beringarins, who was: one'of. 
the firlt lights in the tume of the thickeſt Anti-. 
2 Chriſtian: 
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Chriſtian darkneſs; who having often dallyed 
with Conſcience, recanting over and over to 
avoid Death (though he did afterwards itill 
return to- the Preaching, Profeſſion, and Pra- 
ice CO has bemoaned himſelf w 
hisdeat : Now Iam going to appear be- 
foremy Judge, not knowing whether 1 ſhall 
be ſaved, as I hope; or damned , as I fear. 
Brethren, if you wovldnot be ſurprized by 
Death, with theſe uncertainties put all out 
of queſtion now, without delay in your health 
and ſtrength, | 


Commune With your own beart 
upon your Bed. 


Doct Hat it 1s the. great duty of 
every man, to be often can- 
ferring with, and taking att 

account of bis own heart, 2 Cor. 13.55 
Examine your ſelves, prove your ſelves; 
know you not your own felves ? It is 
the duty of a man not to take the Re- 
port- of his heart, but he muſt ſearch. 
his -heart , he muſt be often putting que- 
ſtions to his heart, The heart carnot be eaſily 
found out. The [Reaſons of the point are 
theſe two. 


Firſt, Reaſ. 1, Is taken from the diff: 
cnlty of comins to know our own heatts. 
Therefore 'tis a neceſſary duty , becauſe it is 
ſo hard to know our own hearts. * Now 


;his appears, 


B. a  :. 


——_ 


(a) ' 
Firſt, Becauſe men are ſo generally mi- Il, 
flaken in their own hearts : and that both 
bad men, and good men. Bad men; how - 
often do they boalt of their good hearts ?  - 
And though our” Saviour tells us that out- * 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts , ec. 
yet all this while they think their hearts 
are good, they fee nothing of theſe things 
in their hearts. | "T8 
When Hazael heard of his heart, he won- 

dred that he ſhould have ſuch a heart, He 
would not believe that there was fach a cruel * 
nature in his heart, He thought it was for 
Dogs, and Tygers to do this : and yet attc:r- 
wards he did all this, And ſofor Good men ; 
how did Petey fail in this, that he would die 
for him ? And Chriſt could ſcarce put him out 
of this conceit. And it is like that he did in- 
tend what he ſpake, yea, he did try farther 
than the reſt did, for he only did draw. hig 
ſword. And who would have thought that 
there was that ſwearing , and curſing in his 
heart as there was? And ſoof David's Adul- ! 

' tery, 2 Sam, 12. 


Secondly , It appears in that it bath coſt 
' men ſo dear to know their hearts. (1) It bath 
coſt them ſharp tryals, Deut. 8, 2. God led thee 
theſe forty years 4in the Wilderneſs, to knom 
what was in thine heart, That is, to make 
you to know, Qne would have thought that - 
they had never been guilty of ſuch horrid in; I 
belief todiſtruſt God, when they did feed up- it 
on, and weared miracles. (2) 1t hath coſt 
them 
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rc | 
have thought that there could have been that 


(3) 

them many ſad falls to know them. 2 Chron; - 
22. 31; {4 war nor no body elſe —_ 
in his heartz/ after God had/ wrought 2 mirg- 
cle for him; And yet God left him that he 


might try what was in his heart. .. Brethren 
take heed that you be not too ſure of your 
own hearts, be often fearful of your own 
earts, ( 3 ) 1t hath coſt them many tears and 

"Layers to know them, Th ſome of Gods 

people have been Students of their own hearts 
wenty or forty years, yet after all this, they 

0 find, ſometimes, their heaxts be tog hard 

for them. 2 
Thirdly, The difficulty of this appears, 


1 :canſe the Saints bave called in the ſpecial 


elp of God, without which they could not 6ax;e 
jo know it, So did Dawd Plal.. 139. 23; 


WS carch me O'God, &c. Our own heartsare too 


ard for us unleſs we take God's Special af- 
tance with us. - Our hearts will deal with 
us, without this, as a bad neighbour will do 


L when we come to ſearch for our Goods, they 
will not let you in, - except -you.come TIRes 


Kings Officer. Now the ly of-thi 
lyes (1 ) 1n that the beart of man «ſo aceps 


W+ccl. 7. 24. That which-is exceeding deep who 


an find it out ? Now ſo is the heart of man; 
for ſo ſal. 64.6. Andebeibegrtss deep. The 
cart Of man is deep. as carth, :yea,,as Hell. 


ſos. 3.: that is, the. hell that. is inthe heart. 
I 2 ) 7 he heart.  wery:dark, Eph. 4. 38. He: 


ing the under ftanding datkned, Ke... There 
ou have two parts of the miſery of man Ls 
B2 


| (4) 
- his natfiral eſtate! 1; He #4 ſtranger tb Gods 
2.To Himſelf. He cannot ſeea jot into his own 
heart, till the Lurd do ſpring into the.ſoul with 
anew light; as he did into the Priſon, they 
cannot ſee what there is in the heart, Ani 
we need not any further evidenice for this,that 
that common good opinion that men have o 
their hearts. Though their hearts are full of 
otious poyſlon, and the like, yet they cannot 
ſee it till God open their eyes by converſion; 
 andthen they can ſee it : But yet it is but ca 
dle-light that the beſt of us have here of out 
hearts. ( 3.) Becauſe the bearr i very del. 
ceitfull, above all things. There have beet 

great deceits in the world; yet put all togel 
ther, none iti the world is ſo cunning as 


heart, there is no compariſon, You woul 


think if a man were told before-hand, there i” 
a known Cheater come to. deal with him'© 
therefore he ſhould take heed of dealings wit 
him, ſuch a man would think fure that bil 
ſhould not be too hard for him ; but yet thE”* 
Saints have known' this, that the heart is ſo Is 
ceitfu; and they have been twenty or foreſ®*! 
ears learning it ; yet theit hearts are too hanff©® 
or them. a 
Reaf. 2. Secondly, Becauſe the knowles 


| Xu 
of the heart is ſo exceeding neceſſary. If a n\ | 
turn over all the Books in the world, and by” 
not learned it his own heart; it is nothing. J-7* 

UVſe. The uſe is to Fir us »p to know ol ole 
own | earts; 1beſeech you what ever youne-*© 


le&; neglect not this duty... | by 
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Freaſon that we are 


(5) 
Now there be ſundry ways of co 
with our own hearts. _ 
Y Conlon Return to thy Reſt C Om Sou, Ac. 
Pal, 116. 7. Sometimes by way of expoſtula- 
tion, Why are thou caſt down O my ſoulg&c. PC. 
42. Sometimes by way of Exhortation,' to 
J quicken and excite our hearts. P/al. 62. 5. 
gy ſoul wait thou onely upon God. Herehe 


"Mitirs up his heart in believing. in God, S0.4- 
Mwake, « ne fa that is,- my heart or foul, 


that is his honour, Gen. 49. 


6. And ſee how David doth exhort his ſoul: 
1;Kvp my heart, my Glory. He found his heart, 
Fit may be, ſomewhat dead and dull, and there- 
—atfore he ſtirs it up, ſometimes by way of [#- 
. 0./rut40n, Pal. 16. 2.7. _ 

But ſometimes by way of Examination and 
nquiry, that is the prince on which all the 


rel. intend to infilt 


be often queſtioning with yur 


Ss fad to how Pa poſes gy ſcans do lg 


paſs us in this, and w 25 is it that we 


"Should be, fuch ſtrangers to/this ity? After 


e have been told of it, and haye confeſſed 


Mthat it is a duty ! 


Now you mult know there is2-4ouble Com- 
nication... Ordinary, and Extraordinary. 


$07 4insry, and that is either Tranſient, or more 
>a -1ermn.. The firſt we ſhould bein contitually, 
Se very hour in the mY: The want ofthis is the 


uch ſtrangets to our own 
Abearts, Chriſtian, Remember this and ſtep in 
B 3 often 


wu 


| IJ - 
often into thy' own heart and thoughts,"the 
heart of man is always talking to it felf; and 
you ſhould ofteri ſtep in and ſee what itis that | 
they are talking of ſee ifthey are well le | 
ed ; and ifthey be not, ſet them a'Task, eſpe: 
cially before, in,and after duties; eſpecially af-Y ' 
terduties to ſearch what evil we have commit- ' 
ted in the duty, or elſe we ſhall not find matter} | 
for Examination of our hearts in-the evening zl 
we ſhould take notes of our hearts all the day; ' 
& read them over in the evenifig. And then be- 
fidesthis,there muſt be a  ne'e> Examination; p 

[ 


And here I ſhuuld beſeech you Chriſtians, eve 
ry evenins to ſpend ſome time for this work: a 
quarter, or haſf an hour. Tſpeals of the E2 
vening becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks ſo'much 
of this time; and the practice of good mer 
have been in this time : A very Heathen could 
do this, and mr ſhall find this was David'y 
practice. Pfat.”16, 7. My Reirs infliritt mill * 
in the Nightſrafon. Well then; -E would ady 
viſe thee Ciitiftian, to take this advice. JT” 
© Every Evening before youſleep, fet for *< 
time apart; \ more or leſs, from the world, atid tl 
ſer thy heart as'm' the preſence of God, aid £ 
charge it before God, to anfwer'to theſe inter 
rogatories. .. _ 5 DOPE FTI 
- Firſt. With reference to your Dutzes. - la 
-* Firſt, Dido: God find me 01 my bed whe 


he looked for me on, my knees ? This queſtion} 7% 
. might be a thaming queltion, 'and I canng th 
without indiphiation ſpeak of this, that manj " 


of us ſhould-be ſo willing to mw our ſelves, 
with a little eafe, when we ſhould enjoy thok 
EE 7! pleaſar 


07) | 
pleaſant hours with God ! How do you think 
that God will take this at your ? there 
be many perſonsthat do ſpend many. hoursin 
their beds, that they might enjoy Communion 
with God in, and then they are fain to ſhuffle 
up their duties in a corner , I heſeech you that 
this may be left off, It may be, many of you! 
have not ſo much to do inthe world as others, 
they have not the bulineſs that others have,and 
therefore they need not riſe ſo ſoon, bur lye 
longer than others. Ah Chriſtian! do-not 
make that.uſe of it, thou haſt no more time 
for /loth than others. 1 tell thee from God , 
he hath not given thee any time to be idle in, 


3 1 am afraid that many 0 y-u do not know 
ll what itis to: fleep by Rule 1 


thou doſt not,this 
is 2 ſhame to thee, a Chriſtian-ſhould dono- 


; thing but by Rule. It may be ſome will Cy, 
" what Rule muſt weuſe ? An/. We muſt have 
# reſpe&t to our Bodies, what maybe for one 


man, may not be for another ; but for heal- 


J thy bodies fix or ſeven heurs'is enough in con- 
$ ſcience ; let every-man give his body no more 


than his body will require. And remember this: 
general Rule, to be fure that you do uſe ſome 


4 Self-denyal about your ſleep :” That general 
4} Rule ſhould be obſerved, though the particu- 


lar Rule cannot be given, That excellent ſer- 


{ vant of God, Mr. Fordan, that kept afſu- 


rance of Geds love thirty years, did up at 
three: or four a clock every morning , and'if 


| he-did not, he did: bewail it; O that it'were 
A thus with-you! *% | 


B 4 _  Second- 


"” >&Q@ | 
_ Secondly. Have I not prayed to no purpoſe; 


or let Roving —_ our my Duty? Take: 
vening what you have gais' 


an account every 
ned by that days Prayers, if we did ſo, this 
would be brave ;then we ſhould grow apace. 
But this is our great loſs, that we content our 
ſelves with the duty done, and do not look ts 


the manner of performance; - or the doing- of. 


the Duty ; therefore if thou wouldit gain by 
thy duties, ſee HO W. as wellas W HAT 
thou did(t- pray, How didI pray! was'my. 
heart lively or dull? Let it not be-enough that 
your hearts do acquit you in this, ' that you. 
aye -not- regletFed duty , but whether you. 
have tiot been flack in the duty.” And becauſe 
yain thoughts are our great enemies here, ' 
look that theſe: do not eat upthy Sacrifice ;; 
we have been often complaining of theſe, but 


we are not-eaſed of them : And what -is the | 


reaſon ? becauſe we do not take our: hearts to 


Task about-it, for our vain- thonghts in duty: 
every day ;. # we did but ask our hearts this: 
vening, -our hearts would be aſhamed - 


every E 


to be found guilty every day... - + +» + 


- Thirdly. Have 1 not negletted, or been wve-. 


. . ®y overly in the Reading of Gods holy Word ? 
I am, afraid that many of us-do negle&this' 
duty,: doth not there paſs over our heads' ma 
ny a day wherein we Read not a Chaprer? 
And yet I fear- more of the manzer how you 
Read, - Did you begin with Prayer, ' and ob+. 


icrye what promiſes, or Commands, or Threat- 
ings, or Examples were there for you tor 
{ontatey or to fear and avoid? And did 'you 7 


jt it $2. 


turri 


J ce? Brethren; 1 
-] Chriſtians are more _ to be formal in theſe 
+ Uvties than in others. Now: this:ſhquld be a 


©) 
turn it into Prayer afterwards?” That Iwould 
adviſe you to, to:turnſome of the rin- 
to prayer afterward,  O' that we 
the word, that the Saints -of God. Savers 
ſuch a price upon! The word | why. tis:the 
word of God,: and: when we ſee the. hand of 
God to it, this ſhould affe us;-/ x 
Fourthly. Have 1'digeſteg*the Sermon 1 
beard laſt ? Have I prayed it over, and: Re- 
peated it over ? Brethren; would you know 
why weare ſuch Dwarfs in Chriſtianity, why 
we grow ſo little? Here is one grand Reaſon; 
we zakg in much and- digeſt but littlez it may: 
be thou art-greedy-'of. [kn opportunities, 
there cannot be a-Sermon but thou'mult be at 
it, or elſe it is not.well;- but doftthow Pray it 
over, and Repeat it over again? The want of 
this is the reaſon that we. grow no better, 
therefore content not thy ſelf that, thou haſt 
heard fuch a Sermon; it is never well till 
ON of it, in Confeſſion, Prayer;. 'and praife 
for ſuch mercies aswere- diſcovered to thee: 
This is the way to thrive, and you will never 
Thrive till you'comme to this,” The Reſort 
why there have been ſo much fowing' and fo 


little fruit, is becauſe the ſeed hath*niot been 


covered by Aſcditation, and watered by pray- 
er, the Devil or evil aoughts: .come- and ſteal 

away the ſeed; | 
Fifthly, Was alabe not meniviicaSecs and | 
Faſhion in my Fami ys then of pens 
obſervation fail not, 


cauſe 


(10) 


ker, but do joyn with others: whereas, if 
thou didſt but make this uſe of it, thankfully 
to prize ,. and gladly improve ſuch opportuni- 
ties, thou would'f thrive more abundanly. 
Say with thy ſelf, now I have an opportunity 
to worſhip God in the Family, You thatare 


have, that you can lead.your Familics into the 
preſence of God : and you that are members 
of the Family , have a great mercy that you 
live in a Family where you can come twice a 
day, at leaſt, toGod beyond many others, and 
do you labour to improve it. 


| day for God ? Brethren, you have not lived 
i" like Chriſtians this day, if ſo be you have not 
| uſed ſome ſelf-denial to day; If thou. haſt not 
» denied thy fleſh, but haſt given it ſo much caſe 
** # as it would have: and thy Appetice, but haſt 

+*  letithave ſo-muchas it would,and thy ror, 


not lived as a, Chriſtian, _ 


Seventhly, : Have 1 redeemed my. time from 
200 long and needleſs viſits; Idle imaginations 
fruitleſs Diſcourſes, unnneceflary Sleep, more. 
than needs of the worl4?. It is a duty incum 
bentuponevery Chriſtian to redeem his tunes 
this hath ſate heavy upon the beſt of Gods ſer- 
vants, that they have no more redeemed time; 
now if you. would redcem your time, there be 

; theſe 


caufe of ſhame tous, this is.a very great evil; | 
we are very formal in ſuch duties as do come: 
ordinarily, eſpecially if we are not the Spea- 


Heads of Families it is a great mercy that you. 


| Sixthly,, Wherein have 1 aenyed my ſelf to. 


, but let it go out whither it would; thou haſt. 


.— g_ 
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(11) | 
theſe t5me-Robbeys and devourers that muſt 
bt The Sguaid aig yh11 Many 
Firſt: Too long and needleſs viſits.” Ma 
menare ſo” 0O : @ intheit viſits; that thoy 
loſe much time of their own, and: others too; 
whom*they goto viſit, Ask thy heart have 
not I been too long infuch a viſit, and: ſo fteal 
away others tinie as well as my own? ' And 
fo for NE E D L ES viſits, ' when there 
is noneed ; be ſparing and ſhort in'your yifits 
or elfe you willlooſe your time, and'make 9- 
thers to looſe their timealſo, *  * 
Secondly. Idle intaginations, Theſe ſteal 
away our time, and we think not of it ; If 
this' were look'd to how might we grow'in 
grace ? When a mart is oft his Fonrney; how 
might' he have good thoughts, ' whereas our 
hearts are talking of vanity; and'fo' in our 
Shops. | 2. #4 I ! 
_ "Thirdly, Fraztleſs Diſcourſe. Ask thy 
heart whether thou haſt not failed in this duty? 
what a ſhame is this that many Chriſtians do 
come together an4 ſcarce any thing of "Godin 
their mouths while they be together !'* 
 Fourthly, Unreceſſary Sleep.” There is 
mudtrevil in this, when perſons do take up 
ſo much time in their fleep, that there is ſcarce 
timeleft for Religions Dutics,. © 
"Fifthly. Mort than needs of rbe World, 
Men muſt be very watchfull of this or elſe the 


world'will Rob them 'of their time; if a man 
will not uſe ſome ſelf-denyal about his world- 
1y occaſions , but ferve God no more than the 


world will give him leave, he ſhall ſerve God 
but little, Eighthly, 


(12). | 
Eighthly. Have / done anything more than. 
ordinary, rw the Church of God, ina time” 
extraordinary ? Brethren, we ſhall neveribe* 
able to ſtand before our own 'Conſciences..in lt 
the evil day, .if- our hearts cannot acquit us in Il 
this, that we- have put our ſelvesto it, more IE | 
than ordinary for the Church of God. You i 
know the troubles of the Church at this day, 
and we ſhould every one of us run with his 
Bucket,. and -put out this fire. God is cry- 
ing to us, as Moſes to Aaron, Num. 16.46. 
Take a Cenſer and. go quickly unto 
the Congregation, and maks anattonement for | 
them; . for there 1s wrath gone out from. the 
Lord,. the Plague is begus, O let us run for 
the Tokens of his diſpleaſure are in the land! FF . 
[t is your tears that muſt quench theſe flames 'F . 
that the Buſh, the Church is burning in. How 
15 it that we do not weep over the Church ? we 
ſit here at eaſe through Gods bleſſing, but how 
is it with the Church off God abroad in the 
land 2 Howfar are our hearts from the tem-' 
per of Gods worthies heretofore ? It was ſaid 
of One, that when there-was any tad news, 
concerning the Church, they were fain to con- 
ceal it from her,leaſt her heart ſhould be oyer- 
whelmed with-the news -of it. , | 


® . = = 


If we had ſome certain. news that our -E- 
ſtates were at undoing, how wonld we break 
our fleep ?. ang yet how. is. it that we areſo 
careleſs. of .the. Church , of .God ! How. .is.it: 
that others are ſo wounded-and ſick, and 'rea-- 
dy to die with grief, and yet we take ſo little 
notice of it.? It was the ſaying of Oxe tg 6s , 


_ a9) | 
l wonder how any can laugh ( ſa## ſhe ) when 
Gods Church pred hn Fore 
youtake ſome more time with God than you 
were wont to heretofore, for the Church of 
God. ' What if thou' didſt pray rwice a day 
heretofore, and now” thou doeſt pray three 
times a day, once a day the more but 
a quarter of an hour, to ſeek to God for the 


. Church; and ſometimes a whole day; it will 


come in upon thy account, when the troubles 
come upon the Church, that thou didſt labour 
with thy Bucket, if it were poſſible, to put 
out the fire. : | 

Ninthly. Have I took care of my Compa- 
ny ? Many times many of us are vefy great 
Looſers by this, by vain company; to be 
ſure if they do us no other harm, they Rob 
us of our 7 ze, and that is no ſmall hurt ; and 
therefore fly from their Company as from a 
Plague-ſore. - Or if ſometimes thy Calling do 
call thee to them, yet do not go anions them, 
before thou haft Prayed to be dclivered from 
the evil of their Company. WIN” 

Tenthly. Have nor 1 negleied ſome Rela- 
trve Duty to day, as of Huband, Wife, Pa- 
rent,” Child, Mafter, Servant, "© 

Secondly, for your ſins. 194 

- Firſt. Doth nor Sint fit light 2 This is the 

catife of no ſmall miſchief'to our fouls, this 
is the cauſe why' Chriſt is nomore! precious, 
and the promiſes'no'\morefweer; 'btcauſe- fin 
fits folight : why wecan hear the Goſpel 2s 
a' common lov 7] ig and' be bur little at- 
fected with it ? If thou couldft but ger + grea- 


| ter 


| (14) : 
ter ſenſe of fin uponthy ſpirit, this would; be. 
a ſpeady courſe- of preventing fin ; this'i's # 
cutting down of PTS of fin. When 
a man-cuts down a Limb of the Tree, a great” 
deal of bruſh will come down with it ; and# 
ſo if thoudoſt but cut down this Limb, let fir” 
fit heavy, down comes felt, and pride, /and* 
many fins will come down with it. How'is* 
it that Paw/could ſay, O. wretched man: that” 
I am-&c; and we are no more diſtreſſed with” 
the ſenſe of fin? | ; 

Secondly, Am 1 a Mourner for the ſins of 
the Land? My Brethren, we have great 
rcafon, Idoubt, to check our ſelves ſharply 
here, that when God hathmade it ſo plainly a * 
duty to us,” and yet we are ſo little affected 
with the fins of the Land, when God'doeth 
ſet a mark upon. them (-onely ) for preſerva- 
tion, that Cry for all the abominations-that | 
are done in the midſt of the Land ; yetwe re- | 
main -inſenſible { Can our hearts acquit us 
now in this thing ? O let us never leave our 
hearts, but be checkingof them for this.” If 
thy name were'but wounded, it would break 
thy heart ;almoR-; and yet how is it that we : 
can hear of *Gods name to be diſhonoured and 
yet not break for it ! Can our hearts witneſs" 
for us that we do never hear of the blaſphe- 
mie that is in the land, - and of the Superſtition Þ *© 
and Idolatryof the land, but God doth hear of }F 
it again by us, before  we:{leep, by Prayer ? | 
This ſhouldibe;.for a lamentation to us, that 
the wounds thatare givenito Godare no more |: 
upon our hearts.” ./We-may. fay of the glory 
_ of. 


roy 
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of God as they of David. 2:Sam. 18. 3, 'Tix 
worth ten thouſand of ws. Our eſtates, and 
names , and all that'is dear to us,- yea, our 
very ſouls are-not ſo much worth as. the ho- 
nour of God. - And how is it then thatwe 
can ſee God diſhonoured, and we cannot 
mourn for it ? Gods plory is his Crown that 
is upon his head; and ſhall we ſee his Crown 
troddengdown in the dirt and not be affected 
with it? 'wwe are far from the diſpoſition of 
Gods Saints and ſervants heretofore. When 
Moſes ſaw the 1dolatry of the people, he was 
ſo zealous, that he overturned the T ables that 
God wrote with his own finger, - And Ezra 
when the people had taken ſtrange wives he ' 
fate down and Rent his cloaths. Exr. og; Bre- 
theren how may we bluſh to hear and read 
this, and to think how far our hearts are from 
this frame ! It may be you do think it-enough 
that you did cry out upon it when-you heard 
the Blaſphemy, fo that you arefree from it 
your ſelves, but this is your fin, if you do not 
mourn overit, ( 1 Cor. 5. 2. 5, Nodoubtthe 
podly Corinthians did detelt this fin, but the 
Apoſtle tells them 'that is not enough, while 
they did not mourn overit ; ) When wicked- 
neſs doth raign, as if it were the time'of the 
Devils incarnation; asif Hellit-ſelf were bro- 
ken looſe upon us to Act its -part above 
gronnd, and we Aa6t mourning overt.” ,- - 
Thirdly; Do nor -[taveiin ſomethins-that 1 
k#oty-or fear to'bea'Sin? IfIdothus, there 
is to peace with God'or Conſc:th#6c"to behad 
for you. Pſal.' 66:1, If 1 regard impuicy 
| 5 


/ 


_ (26) ' 
in my heart, God will not hear wy Prayers\ It, 
isa fign that God doth not regard thee, if thou” 
art one that doſt live in the praCtice or allow-. 
ance of any:ſin; and he. will not own thee for] 
this. Rom... 6, 16. If thou dolt yield up thy: 
ſelf to. any fin willingly, that is a manifeſt ſign” 
that thou art none of Gods,  _ 4 

Thirdly, For your hearts, Ask ſeveral- 
queſtions. ' 7 1-4 4 

Firſt, - Have I been mitch in holy ejathla- 
7:10?” Thus we ought to Pray continually ; 
not onelyat our ſet and ſolemn times, but up- 
on all occaſions, to ſtep afide and ſpeak a word. | 
or two with God ; in'our Journeys, and Oc- 

' cupations, this is walkzng with God indeed ; 
when we do not onely take a turn or two with 
himin the morning, and ſo inthe evening, but 
all theday long. It is ſaid of 241r. Dod, that * 
he never got up his Zorſe, but he prayed be- 
fore he-came off, Thus did Nehemiah while: | 
the King was talking with him, he was pray- 
ing to God.  Nehem. 2. 4. So [ prayed to the | 
God of Heaven, this was a Heavenly ejacula- : 
tion ; this would keep your hearts a praying 
all the day long, When:the hearts of men 
do naturally bend to God,as the ſparks fly up- 
ward' this 1s a good-thing indeed ; when we 7 
cannot:go by the door , but we muſt ſtepin 
and havea turh with God ; you will take it ag | 
a great kindneſs for a man not onely to come | 
on ſet times to. viſit you, but. when he comes ! 
m every time he comes os door to ſee youz / 
And when thy heart. is thus wont to turnints 
God, this will/be an_ evidence to thee at 
| gay * 
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hy heart is uſed to converſe, with God. 
Secondly. Hath not God been out of mind, 
"MY Heaven out of fight? put that queſtion to thy 
Wheart. My Brethren, thisis our great ſin, and 
ſhould be our great ſhame, that the'thoughi 
'Mof God are Auch ſtrangers to our ſouls; that 
at {ve ate fo little in Heaven inthe day, as weate. 
"YO what « loſer is God by this in his glory ! 
what loſers are we by this in our gfaces and 
' comforts ! O were our hearts on all occaſions . 
7 Wthus chinking of God how holy a frame ſhould 
P” Bc quickly growints ? Why ſhould fot our 
o. Yicarts be as much with God, as the hearts of 
. Ytie Worldlings be with the Creature ? Doth 
p £oot God deſerve it as much as the Creature ?' 
- Js heart is always talking with the World} 
I Bifhe come to hear, his heart is talkin with the 
i world. If he come to pray, his heart is al- 
o way with the World. Why ſhouldnt 
© hearts be talking with God while our 
> FEcmployed about this world ? It was aHeaven- 


'* Þy breathing of a graciow Firit, a coh 

” Epaſſage, that] met with; Loxd as formerly 1 
5 E:ived without thee in the world, ſo now let me 
1 Y&ve wirhout the world in rhee; If we did but 
” Yve God us well h a worldly man doth love his 
© Yncalth andriches, we fhould be ſo raken up with 
t Yrhe love of God as quite to forget the world. For 
3 Yebe world makes them firger God, rhar be is not 
© Palwayes tn their thonghti, Tea, ſays be, we 
« 10uld be taken np always with God, © 

ba My'Brethren, what ſhalt we ſay for this ! 
? {How ſhall weexcbſe this, that we ſhould be ſo 
5 Junmindfull of God, white the Worldling is fo 
4 | C mindfyl 
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+ | 
mindful of the world ? O what a ſhame is this }. 
For ſhame, be aſhamed at your '\ſelves before 
we '£0 away hence. 1I profeſs Chriſtians, I: 
have wondred that God will throw away his +: 
kingdome upon ſome that do care ſo little for it-Wru 
as we do. 'O ſhame thy ſelf out of this evil 
frame! Brethren, why do not we carry itto-- 
wards the world, as the world doth towards: 
- us ?, The worid doth carry it towards us as- 
ſtranzers; and we know not what it will do toy wi 
us. V Vhy ſhould-not we carry it more ſtrange-: I} Tr 
ly towards it? O never leave; till the thoughts JN Ta 
of Heaven be thy natzral thoughts, O check} the 
thy heart roundly in the Evening for this fin, if} \w 
thou doſt find thy heart faulty here ; and never} hu 
leave till thou' haft brought it into a right" th 
frame. "YI pr« 
Thirdly, Have 1 been often looking into my; fo 
beart,eh:1made conſcience even of vian thoughts? © Br, 
you kyow-your Rule, Keep thy heart with all; Ytha 
diligent, fur out of it are the Iſſues.of life. © bu! 
Now haſt thou been keeping thy heart with all! tha 
diligence ? Brethren, you may. be, ſure your "fi 
work will go but badly on, unleſs you look FJ hol 
to your hearts, and- keep your hearts. Exa-} Bet 
mine then in the Evening,, how' hath my heart; tin 
been employed to day, -hath it not beena tho-J cor 
' row-fare of vainthoughts ?. of evil imaginati-/J we 
ons? 1 fear that. many of us do make. little; cor 
conſcience of this; It may be thou doit make! he 
conſcience of vainthoughts iz duty: but I fear? boy 
that few Chriſtians do make conſcience / of vain' Ha 
thopghts at orher. r1mes, - Ah Brethren, your the 
have not known- what it is to live the life of 

| | Chriſti- 


(19) 59 
hriſtianity, if you do not look to this. This 
aſt be mended. Brethren, what a bleſſed 
Wthins would this be, if we had but once attain- 
Med this frame ! If our hearts did but naturally 
Hrun in 4 hollow Channel? This 1s attainable , 
Wand many of the Chriſtians have attained to it. 
YAnd if it be attainable, methinks we ſhould ne- 
$: Yver be quiet till we have attained it. Why, - 
s- Chriſtian, take this Rule, force thy heart a 
0; while to it ; keep thy heart for a whule in this 
- WY Tract, ſet it ſome holy Subjet, ſome good 
SY Task, and make it to ply its work ; and when 
k Þ& thou hait gotto this, then by degrees it will be 
if ſweet to thee, It is not enough to fay, what 
r 
£ 


x © hurt is there in ſuch vain thoughts? It is enough 
"FI that there is no good inthem, that there is ng 
: oy in them ;,, yea, there is a great deal of 

y-Y hurt in letting thy thoughts to run abroad. My 

2} Brethren, you do, I believe, every one of you 

{1 Fthat are Chriſtians indeed, complain of the 

e.. EY burthen of your vain thoughts. TI believe, 

11J that this is the greateſt trouble of many Chri- 

r-DY ftians here, for the vanity of their thoughts in 

k © holy duties. And what is the reaſon of this? 

2- © Becauſe they do let out their hearts at other 

rt. times; this1s the reaſon that we have no more 

cominand of our hearts in holy duties, becaufe 
we do not Keep them in at other times. God 
compRins of Feruſalem, Fer. 4. 14. (and may 

ee he not complain fo of us ?) O Feruſalem , 

bow long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee ? 

"| Have not we, many of us, been complaining 

[i theſe ſeven or twice ſeven years of vain. 
[{ thoughts, and yet they are lodging in tis? And 

i- C 2 
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if you take this courſe with your hearts, yy 
; will findmore benefit in it, than ever you dh 
in any thing that y ou have tryed hitherto. + 
But I know what the fleſh will fay here,what 

to be always taken up with holy things ? thig 
will be an intollerable burthen. O but do nat ** 
hearken to the evil report, that the fleſh will 
bring upon the wayes of God, Indeed I conf © 
feſs it will bring ſome difficulty, yet I truſt, youlſi * 
will be willing to be at ſome pain for ſo greataliſl © 
ood as this 1s, but after a little while you will 
find it eaſie, There is nothing that is eafie to 
Learner, but if it be a Trade or ſuch a Tongue 
after a little while that he is uſed to it, it is ht 
delight. And ſo will this be the ſweeteſt thing 
in the world to thee, if thou doſt but keep thy 
heart to it a while. And therefore never leaveſſl 
watching and praying, till thou haſt got thyſſ| V 
heart into this frame, ; d 
Fourthly. Have not I given way to the worn hu 
king of pride or paſſion to day ? My Brethrengll 
the Spirit of God is a holy Dove that willnog ®* 
reſt in ah unquiet and froward heart, It wag " 
a paſſage of a very Holy man, Whatſoever you h 


ac, take beed of paſſion. 2 Kivg. 3.15. Elijabl * 
was fainto call for a 145nſtrel before he could © 
allay his'paſſion ; I beſeech you to watch you P* 
hearts wl 066 there isa temptation to pride, andill ” 


2 provocation to paſſion. before you, or elſe 

you. will grieve the good ſpirit of God, and 

make him to withdraw himſelf from you. It 

is a ſaying of Ar. Baxter , when there is 4 L 

temptation to pride before me, I am fain tall 

' watch my heart as narrowly as I would do thalfl ® 
Shs wn Thatch 
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Thatch of my houſe, when fire*is put to it; 
and preſently to throw on it the water of De- 
teſtation, Reſolution, and recourſe to God. 
And ſo muſt you do ifever you mean toattain 
to g heavenly heart, I remember it is written 
inthe Life of a Holy mar, that he did fear and 
tremble more when he did hear his commenda- 
tion,than when it never ſo dreadfully thunder- 
ed; and this frame ſhould be in thee. O fear. 
temptations to pride, I beſeech you take heed 
of pride, that your hearts do not grow haugh- 
ty, If youdo nottake good heed, you are 
like to fall, That Servant is never like to do 
much for God that is puffed up with pride, If 
thou haſt got down thy ſelf, and trod upon the 
neck of pride, then thou art become a great 
Victor indeed. This is the reaſon why God 
doth not employ us in his ſervice more, becauſe 
he ſees that Nor is ſuch an evil heart in us,that 
we would make his mercies fuel} for our pride 
and Luſt. Let it be your daily practice to get 
io fc victory over this enemy, the pride of your 
ll heart, Itwasa very exemplary pattern that, 
bf is ſet before us in that holy men ;, Says he, coni- 
lad cerning himſelf, *Methinks I am broken all. in 
: peices before God when I ſpeak to him, as 
i whenItread upon an Egg and trample itallto - 
| pcices. It wasa in one of his LOS 
188 writing to comfort another, I pray God mal 
& uſe of me « poof Ruſh, to do you ſome good.. 
© Let us lay this pattern before us. But more. 
rad eſpecially, look to our huly and humble Feſos ;. 
af and I” bat find reſt 16 your os Follow your. 
vl pride and paſſion thus with obſervation and 
C3 deteita 
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at laſt, | 
Fourthly, For your tongues, Ask theſe 
Queſtions. | h 
| Firſt, Have I bridled my tongue, and force 
it in? This: isa very neceflary queſtion tha 
muft be enquired into. Itellthee if thou haff 
no meaſure ito bridle thy tongue, thou art nd 
Chriſtian. Fam. 1, 26. . On the other fide 1 
thou haſt once got this skill to govern thy 
tongue, thou arta grown Chriſtian, Fam. 3, 2, 
He' that can govern his tongue, hath attaiſec 
to ſome good growth and good perfection'in 
grace. AhBrethren, you had. need to ſet up 
Davids reſolfition daily, Pſal. 39. 1. I ſaid; 
will take heed to my ways, that I offend not wit 
my tongue, Pſal.'17.3. 1am purpoſed rhat m 
mouth ſhall net tranſereſs. And di ruſting 
own ſtrength you may ſee how he runs to od 
for ſtrength, Pal. 141. 3.Set a watch (O. Lord) 
before my mouth : keep the door of my lips. : 
' * Secondly, Have 1. ſpoke evil of. 1i0 .man ? 
This is an expreſs charge ofthe Apoſtle, Tit.3, 
1,2, Put them in mind to ſpeak. evil of no man, 
And the Apoſtle Perer chargeth us that if w 
will grow in prace, to put away. the evil of. ez 
vil ſpeaking, This is a great and univerſal fig 
among us; that we are apt to ſpeak evil of 0: 
thers. When we do hear of any thing that is 
evil in any one, how do we {peak of it to our 
friends ? See that ou have go0d ends &. a law! 


ful call to tell, before you tc110t. anothers evil, 
Brethren, this cannot be ſufi BR FRY ed; 
that there ſhould be ſo great an evi um9ng uh 
Lis: £02k be LS #0 "OVENS OS, My 1 a6 
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deteſtation every day,and this will weary it out 
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. that we ſhould be ſo backward to ſpeak'of our 
brothers evilto himſelf,and ſo prone to publiſh 
it to thoſe that we ſhould not,, 4: 
Thirdly, Hath the law of God beth in my 


mouth, a I ſate in my houſe, went by the way, - 


lying down, riſin g up ? How greatis the chiarge 
of God given us: And how great is 'our negli- 
gence in this work ! Dent. 6. 7. ' Thos fhalr 
reach them diligently unto ty Chilaren, and 
ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thy houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way, ani when 
thou lyeft down, and when thou riſeft #3 .Chrifti- 
an can thy heart acquit thee here now ? Cah 


thy family acquit thee ; that this is thy work 


when thou art fitting by the fre with them ? 
Can thy yoke-fellow witneſs for thee, that the 
word of God is in thy mouth when thou lyeſt 
down, and riſeſt up? Can thy fellow-traveller 
ſay that theſe are thy talks when thon walkeft ? 
Deut. 11.8. What benefit wovld this be to 
others, if thou didft but do'this? Whenwilt 
thou come to the full reſolution of them ? Well, 
ſet this reſolution with thy ſelf, that thou wilt 
not let thy Conſcience alone till thou doit cotne 
to this, CF 
Fourthly, Fave 1 come' into wo Company but 
I bave dropped ſomething of God there, and left 
ſome good ſavor bebind ? O what a ſhanWi it 
that Chriſtians ſhould be ſo unlike th 


be ſeen who is" the Chriſtian, and who'is fot ! 
O how ſhould we be aſhanied of rhis, thar we 
ſhoultbe” aſhamed of our God"! O Thatthou 
would make confcience'of this; -notto.come 

C 4 -"-anto 


that when they:come intoeompariy; ir cannot = 


into any company, but to drop ſomething of 
God there. | _ 


POE one 
 Fifthly, For your Tables. 'T lan 
- » Firſt, Did not I fit down with no higher end ver 


than a beaſt, meerly to pleaſe my appetite? Did 
I eat, and drink for the glory of God ? you cate * 
not know what it'is to be a Chriſtian, till you ſho 
come to do all things by Rule. Make con-i| 2, 
ſcience of this, teſet your ends right when you © \W' 
fit down to your Tavles. WC 
Is it not a ſhame, that a Chriſtian, ſhould Þ hin 
fit down with no higher end than a beaſt to his I hin 
meat ? Beaſts do eat and drink to ſatisfie their} tha 
hunger, Remember that thou ſit down with pet 
an eye upon God, This will make thy table 
to be ſanctified to thee. | F2 
| Secondly, Did I not riſe from my table with- © If 1 
out dropping ſomething of God there ? Chriſti- Þ tha 
an, how often-doſt thou contradict the exam- © the 
ple of thy Savzor ? You ſhall find his diſcourſe Þ a ( 
when he fate at the table {till that he was al- "OI pre 
ways ſpeaking of God. And is it not a ſhame I} .. 
that thou ſhould | imitate thy- Saviour no bet- I he1 
ter? | | 
Thirdly, Was net ty apperite too bard for | my 
me? Brethren, I doubt many of ys are little 
Skilled in the duty of :emperance. It may be WI « 
many. of us do think, we may eat as long as Wde 
it i&þleafing to our appetites,. This is a great, © wi 
though fear a common evil : that as Fae fays WW 
they -feaft without: fear. © Here, obſerve this Þ m 
general rule, never to fit down to your tables Þ wi 
Hut to uſe ſome /elf-denia!., And foran exact ! 
rule; we cannot give an exact ule to every 2 
od my | | One: 


ff one ; but this, for healthy bodies' to-eat fo af 
one meal, thatwe may be hungry ar the nexr 
[ am verily afraid that this fin of g/uttony isa 
4Þ very common fin; Therefore Chriſtian ſet a 
4 If ſpecial watch uponthy appetite, . 

- Thereare two ſorts of ;#zremperance that we 
u 

1- 

uy 


ſhould beware of; either with refpe& to the 
Ouantity, or to the Quallity of what we eat. 
\We offend in the fir/# when we eat more than 
we can digeſt, In the other, when a man gives 
dF himſelf to eat that which the Phyſerian rels 
$Þ him is not fit for hh. And what a ſhame is thus 
r'Þ that neither reaſon nor grace, ſhould keepa-. 
hn © perſon from breaking out into inte NCe. 
t Fourthly, Did 1 not mock, with God when 1 
pretended ro crave a bleſſing and return thanks?- 
- 'Y {f1 may judge by my own experience, I think 
- '& that we are more formal in this. than inany o- 
- © ther thing. Welllet this be amended by us,It is 
© Fa (ad thing that we ſhould mock. 'God when we 
- 'N pretend fo ſerve him. 4 F 
> | - Sixthly, For your callings. Four queſtions 
» ſhere* . 748 
Firſt, Have I been diligent inthe duties of 
my Calling ? 5 OO 
Secondly, Have 1 defrauded ndmwan? Have 
> BN! obſerved that golden rule of juſtice: in my 
| Wdealings this day, that] have done-noother- 
wiſe to any man thant would be done unto? 
When I have confideredit, I find that there is 
| more of Chriſtianity .in our moral: duties than 
=——__ _ of. This ett ren gn 
| beſo onely in prayer; cand hearing, ec. but to 
 Ybea Chrittian in your Shops, and fields, wo, 


(26) | 
If thou-art; no ſecond table-mar thon art no 
Chriitian, Remember that, this is to be a res 
proach to Religion, | 

Thirdly, Have 1 dropped never a lye in my 

ſhop or trade? You that have dealings in the 
world-you had need to look to this every hour, 
I beſeech you Chriſtians look to this : this is4 
fearful ſm, and it is a ſign that there is nothing 
of Chriſtianity in thee if this prevail. There- 
fore ſet a guard upon thy one _ "ge beg of 
God to keep thy mouth, that th&e may no- 
thing but truth come from if And in the even: 
ing examine how thou haſt kept thy charge in 
this reſpect. | 

Fourthly, D:id not 1 raſhly make or faſly 
break ſome promiſe? There is a great and reigns 
ing evil inthis reſpetamong thoſe that trade in 
theworld; Be very wary and very ſparing in 
making a-promiſe.z and when thou: haſt made 
it, beſvre:to performiit, I wonder how you 
can read that Scripture, P/al. 15. Of thoſe 
thatiſhalkenter into the holy hill of the Lord, 
That he ſweareth to bis own hurt and performs 
eab 8fewut. 5. 

And thus I have given You n:aterials for the 
examining of-your own hearts. . Now my fur: 
ther buſineſs to you is to know how youre: 
ſalve: to: perform this ? will you. not conterit 
your ſelves with the approving: of theſe rules 
only ?'Bnt will you ſer it forth in practiſe ? 1 
beſeech: you do not reſt .iny bare reſolution and 
intention,but-refolve that never a day ſhallpaf 
before theſe things be done by you. © © +! 

To ſtir you up hereuntolet me give you theſt 
three motives, Firſt 
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Firſt, Conſider, that there will be no ſuch 
means in the world for you to get a ſound and © 
thorow conqueſt over your corruptions, You 
have been ſtriving a great while with your cor- 
ruptions : ſume with v4in thoughts, ſome with 
pride, ſom with paſſion,and it may be you have 
ot but little victory : And what is the reaſon? 
Becauſe you have nut followed it with conſtan- 
cy. If thou didſt but take thy heart to task eve- 
ry day about it thou wouldit ſurely get the vic- 
tory over it,As a holy man much experienced in 
this.did uſe that compariſon : Thou muſt watch 


thy corruptions(ſays he)as a cat doth her prey; 


either it muſt keep in, or elſe ſhe hath it.If thou 
didſt thus, thou wouldſt quickly find the theif, 
& ſo wouldiſt bring it to the bar before hand,& 
have execution done upon it, We mult be daily 
in the purſuit of our corruptions,we muſt never 
give it over, not in one prayer or one day, and 
then we are like to get the victory over it, 
Secondly,Conſider this is a ready way to v4 
ſurance,Brethren,the great reaſon why Chrilti- 
ans are without afſurance,is for want of ſelf-ex- 
amination : for want of pain and diligence in ob- 
ſcrving their own heart.But now if you ſet upon 


*this duty you will be skil'd in your own hearts. 


I doubt this work of ſelf-examination is ſeldom 
done by many Chriſtians, except it be upon 
ſome ſpecial occaſion, 

Thirdly, Conſider hexeby yox ſhall come to 4 
thorow acquaintance with your own hearts, 2 
Cor. 13. 5.Prove your ſelves, and then follows, 
know you your ſelves? he that proves himſelf oft, 
ſhall know himſelf at length. | | 
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DEUTERONOMY 32:46. And 
_ unto them,” ſet your hearts unto 
all the words which I teftifie amonig 
you this day. 


He words foregoing my Text are call 
edthe Song of p95 rs ſtoried 
of the Swan is made good in the 
Saints; they ſing ſweeteſt when they: 
are about to die. It is ſaid of Chriff, that ze- 
ver max ſpaks like to him,'and he never ſpake 
m__ like *_—_— __ a _ before his paſſion. 
What tender words, what yearning, melting 
bowels, what po ani, va Re affection 
he expreſs to his poor ſorrowfull Diſciples in 
the 15, 16, 17. Chapters of Fob? There is 
( faith Oze of the Ancients) more, worth in" 
theſe three Chapters than inallthe Books in the 
' world. Moſes, that famous ſervant of God, 
Iſraels guide, Prophet , - Governour, Father , 
Husband, being about to take his leave of het . 
perverſe, ſtifi-necked pedple, begins to ſing 
Mercy and Fudgment. And he ſings ſweetly in" 
the ears of God, but dolefully, I doubt 1a the / 
cars of 1/rael, Having ended his Song, he doth - 
enforce both it and the Counſels given \ 2 
f | . * JOTE» 


(36) ; 

to the things that youhave heard geſt at any time "Wt 
you let them, ſlip. The memory ,of man is a Mr: 
leaking vellel, apt to let ont. as faſt as God "Wh 
poures in, Itislike a grate in the water-courſe z - 

{till the traſh doth ſtick by us ; but the pure Mn 
water,. the things of God and of another world "Win 


are ſoon out and gone, Beloved, it is very Wth 
ſtrange, and yet” very. true; thoſe things that 'Min 
we are moſt affected with,which are moit freſh II /, 
in our minds, that our thottghts do moſt natu- 'Wrh 
rally run upon, in a few weeks or months, the Wlo 
ſavor of them dye, and the things are buried FWth 


in oblivion: and perhaps ſcarce ever come to 
mind agfairt.- - Concerning this excellent courſe Il 4; 
that we have beendirected to,l pray God that I Wl rh; 
ray never live to ſee it dead and buried : and 
—— for you all. I confeſs, I am afraid of i ſp 
myſelf kF#time'ſhould-wearout the ſerice or re- '} wh 
— aduty : but the Lofd be I ipc 
better to me thin my fears, and to all others Flat, 
wile fearthisis: Neither is it implyed' only co; 
thatweſhould never forget this duty,” or think WI th 
uporit ly nowati#then;but that our thoughts to i 
ſhool#'run upon it. That which a man ſets his, tha! 
heartup6n,” he will often mitid. The voluptu-"FWſhal 
ous man ſets higheart upon his pleaſure, and Ynab 
therefore wil/ mirid'his pleaſure. The Cove- W | 
totisman ſets His' heart upon his riches, an&!FThi 
therefore" minds his--ziclies. Their thoughts Sc, 
are ſo taker ap witft thoſe things that they? &e/; 
ſcarcethink%uporranythins elſe. So it ſhonldFSixt 
be with us Whetiwe are fitting at ourtables, YC oz 
lying down; rifine up;alone, inccompany, -g0-" F 
ins-to any/duty, - inour ſhops; about __ cal-"Fduty 
ings,” 


(37) 
foregoing Chapter with: this vehementexhor- 
ration in the words of-my Text, | | Setyour 
hearts &c. 

By [All theſe words we ate tor underitand 
not onely the mercies and judgmentsfpoken of 

Win this Chapter, but the precepts' laid down in 
 Wthe foregoing Chaprer, and thereforche addes 
Min the next words after my text, '[ which you 
| MW ſpall command your Children to objerve to do, all 
the words of this law,] I ſhall not ſtand any 
longer upon the words but preſently give you 
this Doctrine. - 

Doct. That when God bath diſcovered any 
duty to hw people, be looks that they ſhould fer 
their hearts ta it, 

In: the proſecution of this De&#rine't fhalt 
ſpeak to theſe three things, ( Firlt) ſhew you 
what it 3s to ſet your heart to any dury,and {hall 
Bf ſpeak particularly to that duty: that God hath 
BY latcly laid open tous, from thoſe words. 
Commune: with Your own hearts. (Secondly,) 
[ ſhall propound ſome: motives to ſtirrupthoſe 
Fo it that have not yet begun, & to ſtir upthoſe' 
that pave begun togo onin it, (Thirdly,) T 
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"Wiha!! preſcribe: ſome: dire#:ons for the! 
Ynable, conſtant;eafie performance of theduvy. 
Firſt, What 'tis to ſer the beart to any diy. 
MThis carrries. in it, Firſt, Remembrance. 
F>ccondly, Serious confederation. Thirdly, 
R£e/olncion. Fourthly, Love, Fifthly, 'Z5f#. 
Sixthly, Zabor, Seventhly; Care. Eightly, 
Ss, WC onflancy.” . Fr” Sebel 
S Firſt, Remembrance ;.or a minding of our 
-gouty. - Heb: 2; 1, Giverhe: more earnefh heed 
fo 


(32) ; 
lings, we ſhould remember this courſe. We 
ſhould be as well able to forget to eat as to for=! 
get the rule by which we ſhould eat. VVeR 

ould be as welF able to forget to ſleep and 
ſpeak:, and follow our callings, as to forget the' 
rele by which we ſhould do it. I ſhalt ſhut up - 
_ this particular with the prayer of David, 16 
full to this purpoſe, 1 Chroz. 29. 18. O Lord'Þ L 
Godof Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael our fathers, 
keep this for ever in the imagnations of the: 
thoughrs of the heart of thy peopie, and prepare 


4” 
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their heart unto thee, 
Secondly, Serious Conſideration, of a pon- F 
. dering of the duty in our heart ; ashe expreſs 
fion in” Luke is, chap. 2. 19, Now there are 
theſe three things that we are to conſider when 
God doth diſcover any duty to us. ( Firſt, Y 
What have 1 done? Hath not this command: 
of God been neglefted by me? Have not I been 
a meer ſtranger to the duty now laid open? 
or, isnot this the duty, that the miniſter and 
my conſcience hath preſſed upon me from time 
to time,and yet I have neglected it.(Secondly,} 
What mu#F I do? Is not this the command of 
God? And dare I do otherwiſe than obey it ! Is 
itnot the God of heaven that ſpeaks unto, me 


examine thy ſelf.; commune with thy. owl bo 
heart. Is this God to be lighted ! His authos i 
* rity to be deſpiſed ! dareit thou, O my Soul « 
to ſay the 'GoJ of heaven nay ! ( Thirdly} = 


What fhall I do ? Y Vhat will become of - mew * 
the day of viſitation, .and in the day of judges: ; 
ment, .if daily neglect this known duty, t is ', 
weighty duty, this. necefſary duty £.V View 
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DEUTERONOMY 32.46. And 
he ſaid unto them. ſet your hearts unto 

be all the words which T teſtifie among 

Ee you this day; | 


p \He words foregoitig my Text ate call: 
ws edthe Song of Moſes, what is ſtoried 


of the Swan is made good in the 
) ' Saints; they {ing ſweeteſt whet: they 
$1 KG about to die. It 1s ſaid of Chr:ft, that »e- 
= ver as ſpaks like to him, and he never ſpake 
NY more like himſelf than a little before his paſſion. 
What tender words, what yearning, melting 
bowels,” what' endearedneſs of afﬀection doth 
he expreſs to his poor forrowfull Diſciples in 
the 15, 16, 17. Chapters of Fohn ? There is 
( faith One of the Ancients) more worth' in 
theſe three Chapters than in all the Books inthe 
world. Afoſes, that famous ſervant of God, 
1ſrae's guide, Prophet, Governiour, Father , 
Husbangd, being about fo take his leave of that 
perverfe, ſtiff-necked people, begins to ſing of 
Mercy aud Fudgment.” And he ſimgs ſweetly in- 
the ears of -God, but dolefully, I doubt” in the 
ears of 1/rael.” DO ended his Song, he doth 
enforce both it and t At Ha given » the 
A | | _ fore- 
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foregoing Chapter with this vehement exhor+- 
tation in the words of my Text. Set your | 
hearts &c. | 3 

By [All theſe words]we are to underitand? 
not onely the mercies and judgments ſpoken oF; 
in this Chapter, but the precepts laid down inz 
the foregoing Chapter, and therefore he addes "i 
in the next words after my text, [ which you; 
ſhall command your Children to obſerve to do, all? 
the words of this law, I ſhall not ſtand any; 
longer upon the words but. preſently give you 
this Doctrine. | 

Doc. That when God bathediſcovered any 
duty to bis people,. be looks that they ſbould ſet: 
therr hearts to it, | J 

In the proſecution of this Do&r;ixe I ſhall? 
ſpeak to theſe three things. ( Firit ) ſhew you? 
what it #5 to ſet your heart to any duty,and {halls 
ſpeak particularly to that duty that God hath? 
lately laid open to us, from thoſe words.! 
Commune with your own hearts. (Secondly,): 

I ſhall propound ſome motives to itir up thoſe! 
to it that have not yet begun, & to {tir up thoſe} 
that have begun togo onin it, (Thirdly,) BY 
ſhall preſcribe ſome d5rettians for the confciou 
nable, con(tant,cafie performance of the duty; 

Firſt, What 'tis to ſet the heart to any duty F 
This carrries in it. Firſt , Remembrances 
Secondly, Serious conſideration. Thirdlyzl# 
Reſolution, Fourthly, . Love. Filthly, Lifey 
Sixthly, Labor. Seventhly, Care.  EightlyaWc: 
Conſtancy. ; ana 

Firſt, Remembrance ,. or a minding of out 
duty. Heb. 2.1, Give che mere carneft heating 


Fall 
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0 the things that youhave heardgeſt at any time 
ou let them ſlip. The memory of man is # 
\Weaking veſſel, apt to let out as faſt as God 
LWoures in, It is like a grate in the water-courſez 
Wtill the traſh'doth ſtick by us ; but the pure 
ater, the things of God and of another world 


: 4 ure ſoon out and gone, Beloved, it is 'very 


range, and yet very true, thoſe things that 
eare moſt affected with, which are moit freſh 


i n our minds, that our thoughts do moſt natu- 


Wy run upon, in a few weeks or months, the 
Wavor of them dye, and the things are buried 
oblivion : and-perhaps ſcarce ever come to 
Wnind again. Concerning this excellent courſe 
What we have beendirected to,l pray God that I 
Wnay never live to ſee it dead and buried : and. 
Mthus | pray for you all. I confeſs, I am afraid of 
=Wnyſelf,leſt time ſhould wearout the ſence or res 
Wnembrance-of ſo great a duty : but the Lord be 


s. Fbctter to me than my fears, and toall others 


dſe fear this is. - Neither is it implyed onl 

Fthat we ſhould neyer forget this duty, or thin 
1 Fupon it only nowand then,but that our thoughts 
vEbould run upon it, That which a man ſets his 
MWbcart upon, he will often mind. The voluptu- 


| * Wous man ſets his heart upon his pleaſure, and 


{Mtherefore will mind his pleaſure, © The Cove- 
'6;Ftous man ſets his heart upon his riches; and 
Yoltherefore minds his riches. Their th 
"Fare ſo taken up with thoſe things that | 
afcarce think upon any thing elſe. So it ſhould 
Fe with us. we are ſitting at out tables, 
wi ying down, riſing up,alone, in comparty, go- 
«Ying to any duty, in our ſhops, about our cal- 
D a - lings, 


_ (32) =. 
- lings, we ſhould remember. this courſe, W# 
ſhould be as well able to forget to ear as to for 
et the. rule by which we ſhould eat, Ve 
ſhould be as well able to forget to ſleep and 
{peak., and follow ur callings, as to forget the 
rule by which we ſhould do it. I ſhall ſhutuy 
this particular with the prayer of David, {6 
' fall to this purpoſe, 1 Chroz. 29. 18. O Lord 
- _ _Godof Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael our fathers; 
keep. this for ever in the imagnations of the 
thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare 
their heart unto thee, ; bp 
Secondly, Seriozs Conſideration, or a pot 
dering of the duty in our heart ; as the expref: 
fion in Luke is, chap. 2. 19, Now there are 
theſe three things that we are to conſider whey 
God doth diſcover any duty to us. | ( Firlty] 
What have I done ? Hath not this co } 
of God been neglected by me? Have not I been 
- a meer ſtranger to the duty now laid open 
or, is not this the duty, that the miniſter and 
my. conſcience hath preſſed upon me from ting 
to time, and yet I have neglected it.(Secondlyy} 
What mus#t 1 do? Is not this the command al 
God? And dare I do otherwiſe than obey it ! 
itnot the God of heaven that ſpeaks unto me? 
examine thy .ſelf ; commune with thy owt 
heart; Is this God to be lighted ? His auths 
rity to be deſpiſed ? dareſt thou,” O my Sou 
to ſay the God of heaven nay  ( Thirdlys 
What ſhall ] da? V Vhat will become of mew 
the day of viſitation, and in the day.of judge 
ment; if ] daily neglect this known duty; 
weighty. duty , .this neceſſary; duty? pl. 
She Ee, tr 


en 
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troubles ſhall come flowing in upon me like the 
waves of the Sea,one upon the neck of another - 
how ſhall I be able to {tand--under them ?-1fl 
think to go to God for refuge, Conſcience will - 
fly in my face, and tell me this is the God,” 
that thou haſt deſpiſed, whoſe voyce thou haſt 
not hearkned to, How ſhall I ftand in the day: 


HF of judgement. and look God in the face, ifÞ 


am contentions and will not obey the truth? 
What can I expectbut :ribulation,and anguiſh, 
and wrath, Rom. 2.8, 9g. A Scripture which* 
me thinks may be as a thunder-bolt in the 
hearts of any that hath a ſecret purpoſe in him- 
ſelf to negle& this duty. If we are careleſs in 
this duty, what can we expecbut tribulation, 
and anguiſh, and wrath ? 7 po 01G 
Thirdly, Refolution, A ſetled, fixed pur- 
poſe: of- heart to-do what ' God ' commands; 
When God tells'us this is my command, thus 
and thus you muſt do; our” hearts ſhould an- 
fwer the will of God we* will obey: thus an& 
thus we will do,'> Thus'did David; The Lord 
ſaid ſeth; my face; and my beart anſwered, thy 
face Lordiwill Tſeek, Beloved, : we hear qur 
duties, and'read our duties: many-a time ; and 
we are aptto: acknowledge that this ſhould be 
done, and to pray too, that it might be done ? 


| out for want 'of additig of reſolution, niany'# 


time our convictions 'and- prayers come to no- 
thing. "Concerning this duty-let us not'dif- 
=} pute but determine : let us not ſtand reaſoning - 

'F ſhall I, ſhallT, but reſolve uponit. ©4227 
tf Fourthly,” 'Zove ro the duty, Chriſtians 


x 


4 ſhould not only reczive thetruths of God, but 
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reccive them-in love. The commands of Gody 
like meat that pleaſeth the pallat,muft go down 
fyeetly, duties muſt not be ſo much our rgk; 
as our choyce : that which we would rather dg: 
than neglect, were we left to our liberty; 
- Beloved, let us not only take up this courſe ag 
neceſſary onely, but let ws love it as an excelleng. 
courſe.Let #s not go to this work 2 a ſick mat} 

oes to take down a loathſome potion, but «s 
2 ns healthy man goes to his ordinary 
meal. | 
Fifthly, Zife, That which a man ſets hig 
heart upon he will be /;vely in, and do it tq 

ſe. | Rom.12,11, Not flothful in buſts 
zeſs ; but fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord, 
Standing water 1s not wholſome ; and wing 
that hath loſt its ſpirit, is not pleaſarit. God 
# a Spirit, and they that worſhip him; muſt wors 
ſhip him in Firit. He is a molt pare alt ; and 
he will be ſerved with a&5vity. God would 
not accept a blind, torn, - lame factifice undef! 
the law; andwill he accept of a dead facrifice' 
- under the Goſpel? He would not have, the; 
Aſſe offered to him, becauſe it was a dull ſlug 
9:ſh creature, - Nor the S7al, becauſe a flow! 
lingring creature, We muſt not. come te 
duties with dead hearts : with dull, drowſi 1 
fleepy ſouls. When we are going to ouf 
work of communingwith our hearts,we ſhould 
ftir up our hearts, call in our thoughts, com 
poſe our affections,rub our memories and cons! 
ſciences, till we have fetched life info theme 


v 3 


Every faculty of the ſoul ſhould aft its ny | 
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this work: And here let me tell. yout 
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no fit time to ſet about this work, . whey” we 
are between ſleeping and waking : whenthe 
ſpirits are ſo far ſpent, and the ſenſes-tired, 
that we can ſcare, fee the queſtion,. or to hear 
the anſwer that conſcience gives. ' It wilthe 
00d for every one to obſerve the temper of his 
body for this work, that ſo drowſineſs tay 
not detain him from it, or make him ſlight atid 
overly init, - TE 

Sixthly, Labor, we mult take pains in dity, 
Eccl. 9. 10. Whatſoever thy hand findethitg. 
do,do it with all thy mioht. There muſt belabor 
before the ys to. break thorough difficultics 
and to bring the heart to it. There muſt be 


labor 5» the duty to keep the heart cloſe ts it. 
The heart will be unwilling to come to-it, and 
therefore muſt be compelled. 'It is. apt t6 
wander, and therefore muſt be reſtrained and 


heldin, We muſt not onely do well,” but be 
patient in wel-doing, The fleſh mult beoroſ- 
ſed : carnal eaſe and contentment muſtbe-de- 
nyed, when they ſtand in the way of our duty, - 
or would ſteal away the heart from God, Goc 
required that the Aſale ſhould beofiered upto 
him in facrifice, becauſe that was ſtronger thah 
the other : to ſignifie to us that we muſt take 
pains and lay out our #rergrh in duty. Belov- 
cd, whereſoever you are when you ſhould fec 
about this work, - ſay to your fouls as Chrif# to 
the diſciples, Ariſe, ler ws go hence, If the. 
heart be backward, lay the cord of Gods:com- 
mand upon it; and by this cord hale it tothe 
duty. Tell it, that the work muſt be'done 
and ſhall be done; When thou art_come to 
D 4 the 
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the work, bind thy heart to the good behavior, 
When thoy art in it, often call upon thy heart. 


to mind the work that it is. about, - When it: 
would give thee the ſlip, hold it faſt. When 
it would run from any queſtion before it hath: 
given any determination to it, pull it back : ad- 
jure it, before the living God,in whoſe preſence. 
thou art, and whoſe honor is concerned in it, 


to ſpeak out the truth concerning this 


matter : whether thou art guilty or not; 
guilty. 

Seventhly, Care, That duty is well done,that 
is carefully done. | 
. Eighthly, Con$ancy, That which a mans 
heart is ſet upon, he will be hardly taken off 
from it. We mwult be conſtant in dutics as 
well as fervent in them, Rev. 2, 3. . Beloved, 
the work that Iam now preſſing you to, is not; 
to be done pnce a week, or a month, or every! 
other day z but every day. Every evening, 
conſcience being mounteq upon its trib 
you are to give accompt of all the things that 
have paſſed that day,And remember this, that 
you never take any excuſe for the omitting of 
this duty, at any time, but what you * 
plead betore God inthe great day of accompt. 
It is to be-pexformed every day ; as ſure as'the 


night follows the day. Neither is. this > 


work ofa week, - or a month, or @ year, -or ol 
an evil time onely, while the rod of God 4 ups 
on your backs; no, it - the work of your lite; 
it a duty that you muſt live and dye.in.; >. ... 

We ſhould not take up this courſe, 
the traveller. takes up his cloak , - which: he 
I - wears 
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wears'in a ſtorm, but -throws' off when” the 
Sun ſhines. This # a duty 4s well in profperitys 
4 in adverſity, It is Sunnmer-fruit as well as 
winter-fruit. And1I pray God , that neither. 
ſummers heat, may be able to- blaſt; nor wins. 


ters cold be able to- kill thoſe go a. ings 
of reformation, that are _— be as 
mong #, Tam afraid, that when God” hath 
broken off one yoak from our necks, we fhallt 
cait away another. When God ſhall break off + 
the. cords of the wicked from xs, we ſhall caſt 
away the cord of duty from ws. * 1 pray God, 
that when we come into Canaan, . we may not 
forget nor caſt off what we promiſed in the 
wilderneſs. Remember it 4 for-your life. 'I 
{hall prefs this upon you in the words -of the 
Apoſile,1 Cor, 15:58. - Therefore mybeloved 
brethren , be ye. Hedfaft, uumoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work, of the Lord, &e. + 

Objettion, Itisa hard work, a painful du- 
ty ; a heavy yoak..: Now | there-are-ſeveral 
things that I ſhall ſpeak, to anſwer this'very 
briefly, | nas» 
Firit, This complaint-doth © argue-a very 
careleſs , looſe heart, Ah Chriſtian, didip 
thou keep a ſtrict hand ever thy ſelf inthe days 
thou wouldit not find thy. evening work'ſo dif 
ficule, _And haſt thou @; careleſs ſpirit ?- the 
more need there # that-thou ſhouldit ſet upon 
this work, that thou -mighteſt bring it 1nto@ 
detter government. | 6-2 bag? 
Secondly, Wouldft thou negleCtthis duty 
becauſe it s painful ? upon the ſame account 
thou mayk caſt; of other- duties, * 'Fhow canſt 
not 


- 
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not pray, nor hear, 4s thou ſhouldeſt without 
7 Gn to this objection, and for ought 
E know,” in a little time, thou mayſt bid farwel 
to all thy Religion : thou mayſt caſt off every 
duty. Thou canſt not imagine what a plague 
i may be to thee, if thou ſhouldeſt give way to 
this objeQion, Give Satan an inch and he will 
take ancll : forbear one duty becauſe of dif- 
- ficulty, and he will cafily perſwade men to for- 

bear others, A 
-. Thirdly, Confider who it is that buzzes this 
in thine car. Certainly it # the devil, the grand 
enemy of thy ſoul. God ſays, Commune with 
thy own beart : Satan ſays, no, it is too paits 
ful. VVhy, who wilt thou be ruled by, God 
or Satan? thy beſt friend, or thy worſt ene- 
my ? .Chriſttan, in theſe outward concerts 
ments, thou wilt not adviſe with thy mortal & 
nemy in things that concern thy life : And why 
_- thou be ſuch a fool in the matters of thy 

uf | 

Foyrthly, What doft thou cry out of pain? 
It is thy very calling and: profeſſion to take 
pain. What mean thoſe expreſſions in Setips 
ure elfe whereby the life of a Chriſtian is {& 
forth by ##r:vix7, wreſtling, fighting, preſſing. 
toward the mark ? To take fo is nd 
Chriſtianity, and without this thou canit not 
be a Chriſtian, To leave any duty becauſeit 
is painful is a contradiction to thy profeſſioh 
thou doſt herein deny thy ſelf to be a Chriſtk 


an, 
Fifthly, The more difficult the work is; the 
| more 
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more pe thou a wap That duty 
that colt's us nothing, ns nothing : and 
tharduty that coft's xs much pain; will yeild ws 
much peace and comfort, + 

Sixthly, Conſider, -#4 not grace worth the 
taking pains for? What wilt thoa take pain for, 
if not for grage ? Look about in the world : fee - 
how the men of the world run and ride, fwear 
and tire themſelves for toyes and trifles. What 
pains then ſhouldſt thou take for grace, os 
dram of which is _ _ than a world. 
By this means, thou mayit grow in grace 
more in one moneth than in ome years be- 
fore. 

And let me tell thee] have not Charity e- 
nough to think thee a Chriſtian indeed; - if thou 
doſt not think grace worth any labor- or-pain 
__ thou canſt poſſible be atin ae genting ef 


"* Sevembdy, Conſider Chriſtian; what paitt 
Chriſt did mh what miſery he-did undex- 
0 for thee. Thy ſoul was dearer to him than - 
his own glory ; and thy falvation, than his owy 
life and blood. _ And ſhall not his [om 
commands be dearer to thee, Chriſtian, 
__ carnal eaſe ? Think upon it, if thou bad 

y ſpark of ingenuity this conſideration will 
been uponthee to ſet about this work. - 

I come now to propound forng motives t6 
fir up thoſe that have not begun this work; to 
fet about it. And thoſe that have- degun, to 
So on in this work, 


Firſt, Conſider ir is the command of God. 


It is nor the voyce- Pn; but of God, - It 


ts 
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is God that ſpeaks toithee, Commune with thy” 


ows bearts : Examine thy ſelf. Chriſtian,” F 


urge the command of God upon thy Conſci- 


ence, wilt thou obey or wilt thou not ? dareſt 


thou to ſet thy ſelf againſt God ! and ſet thy" 
will above the will of God! O think upon 


. , ; 
Secondly, Conſider the time When, and the 
manner how you conſented to ſet to the perfor- 
mance of this duty. It was in a time of love 


at a feaſt of love; and after a Song of love, 


Conſider what a rich mercy God hath beſtow 
ed upon you, in giving you liberty to draw 
nigh to him in ſuch an ordinance 4 you lately 
ſate under, It was but alittle while ago,belo- 
ved, that you thought that you ſhould drink 
wo more of the fruit of the vine, till you drank; 


it-in your fathers kingdome, | And behold con- 


trary to your expectations, the King hath ſent 
to-you, ſaying, come and ſup with me ; come 
and (it at my table. | 

Hath God dealt ſo with any people ? He 
hath feaſted you in a time of famine: and ſpread 
+table for you in a howling wilderneſs. Doth 
not this extraordinary providence think you, 
call upon you for ſome extraordinary duty ?! 


And donot you think in your conſciences that / 
it is this duty £ Why elſe hath God propounds 


ed it to-you, and urged it upon you, -in ſuch a 


time as this is-? If you neglect it, it may cauſe | 


God totake away the Cors and wine from-youz 
and to break the (Faff of bread. * 43:0 
Thirdly, What do you know but God put 


it intothe heart of his ſervant, to preſs this dut. 


ry 
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ty at that time, tory whether you were real 'in 
that love and loyalty which you did then pro- 
feſs to him? I ſuppoſe youall underſtand the 
tranſactions that paſſed there between God and 
you : that God. did put his ſeal tothe Coves 
nant, that he would make good all the-merc 
promiſed : and that you did put Your fond 
thereby binding your ſelves to the performance 
of all ha duties required. 

Fourthly, Conſider when another ſuch: op- 
portunity is offered to you how will you be a- 
ble to look God in the face ? Methinks that mab- 
ſhould not dare to come to the Sacrament, and” 
again put his ſealto the Covenant, that hath 
knowinglyand willingly broken his laſt engage- 
ment. | | 

Fifthly, Doth not your own looſeneſs, and 
the enemies prof aneneſs,andthe preſent aiſpenſa- 
1:0ns thatyou are under,call uponyou for more 
than ordinary #ri&neſs in your: lives and con- 
verſations? The Lord have mercy upon us, 
what prejudice have we brought to the Goſpel 
by our carnal,careleſs converſations + V'Vhat 
pitch of profaneneſs are the enemies of God 
riſento/They are not afraid to bid him defrance 
at hisface!Inwhat a doleful caſe are many of our 
vrerbors Wh in the _— | —_— fad isit 

ke tobe with us ? The glory of God is gone 
fromthe publick to your Contes, and are you 


not afraid ? Iam ſure there is reaſon to 
think,that it will take its flight from thence too, 
And doth notallthis call upon: us aloudin the 
language of the prophet, Zam. 3. 40. Les 
#u ſearch anditryour ways aud-turu- auto ay 
DN Lord, 
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Lord. If we look behind us, and ſee what © 
we have been : -If aboutus, and ſee how de- 
viliſh menarc : And above us, to fee the black 
clouds that hang over our heads; we cannot -* 
bur ſee that it is time to take another courſe,” 
to live more like Chriſtians, And what courſe -* 
ſo likely to effect this, as daily ſelf-examinati- 
on ? ſerious conſideration is the beſt way to - 
ſound and thorough reformation. F 

Sixthly, Confider the excellent advantages 
that will come to thee by taking this courſe. 
Chriſtian, wouldſt thou have peace of conſci- * 
ence ? The ſence of Gods love ſhed abroad up- * 
on thy heart! would{t thou live in heaven ?-* 
wouldit thon walk in the light of GoJs counte- 
nance, grow in grace, have thy corruptions- "Ml 
overcome and ſubdued ? Behold a moiſt ex- "IF 
cellent receipt : the beſt that ever was pre-'* 
ſcribed, | tl 

Seventhly, Conſider with what face wilt IW © 
thou be able to go to God and beg of him to ſub--*Il ® 
due thy corruptions, and to ifirengthen thy- | 
graces when thou wilt not uſe the means ?' il © 
Think upon it with what face wilt thou be able- Ii 
to look up to God and put up ſuch a petiti- _ 


on? - ; lo 
- Eighthly, How wilt thou be able to excuſe © di 
thy elf from hypocriſie, if thou this Ill "< 


duty? When thou doſt hear it laid down as # 

Character of fincerity,not to live in the neglect : 
of any knownduty. | HY 
Ninthly, Conſider what baſe ingratitude * 
you wilbhe. guilty of, both to God in ſending * 
his ſervant 'among you : and to his ervpany 
Tor 


ron, (483: - 
for all the care and pains that he hath taken for- 
your ſouls? . _ 
Tenthly, Conſider what anſwer will you be 
able to make to God, or how you will be able 
to look his ſervant in the face another day ; 
when he and you mult ſtand together and give 
up your accompt : he of his dottrine, and you 
of your obedzence tO It. St 
Eleventhly , Conſider how conſcience. will 
- WY /:7 thee for this neglect when thou comeſt to | 
dye. Ah Chriſtian, when thou ſhalt be ready 4 
toleap into eternity, and ſhalt want aſſurance, "1 
not knowing whether thy lot ſhall fall either 
> MW in heaven or hell. And conſcience ſhall tell 
. Wl thee if thou hadſt taken ſuch a courſe thou 
» WJ mighteſt have had aſſurance: when thou ſhalt 


= 
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with grief of ſoul remember this and. the 9-. 
ther miſcarriage, and that if thou hadſt taken. 
this courſe, thou mighteſt have prevented this. 
+ trouble ; O how will this adde to thy ſorrow 
. WJ and break thy heart ! | 
[ come now to give ſome direfions for the 
> I conſtant, conſcionable , eafie performance of 
I this duty. : 
: Firſt, Set about this courſe ſpeedily. _ The. 
longer thou. doſt delay the work, the more 
«© difficult thou wilt find it.. VVhat is faid of 
WY repentance is true here;he that is not fit today 
I vill be lefs fitto morrow. , 
T: Secondly. Be deeply. humbled that thou haſt 
i neglefted 2 duty fo long, Hath RINK 
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the foundation low. It isa gd01 way to be* 
conſtant and ſucceſsful -in any duty, to beg 
with ſorrow and humiliation, 

* Thirdly,Do it out of a principle of conſume 
in obedience 'to Gods command : becauſe it! 
is thy duty, and God commands it. : 

Fourthly. Bleſs God for making known his 
duty, and preſcribing to thee ſo eaſie away for” 
the performing of it. ' Bleſs God for making: 
known the duty, and God will bleſs thee in the 
doing of it. 

Fifthly, VVhen you come togethier let this 
duty be che matter of your conference ; or at. 
leaſt, beoften ſpeaking one to another of it,” 
Doubtleſs, it will be Jun for the carryihs ol 
_ ofthis work to chooſe out a Chriſtian friendy. 
and for theſe to agree together, and unboſomg! 
themſelyes each to other, what doth hinder they 


work; anJ what benefit they find &#c. and? 
engage one another to take up tliis courſe, 
be he. III in \it whatſoever times may 


© Sixthly, Take heed of formality, or = 
on a round in the duty without a due regard ni 
the end ofthe duty. . Take ſome time once in a 
week, or fortnight, and call thy heatt toana@ 4 
compt how thou haſt ſped, what thou haf 
ot® 
Seventhly, T ake heed of reſting in the dut) 
If thou do'it make an 1dol of the duty God v 
makenothing of -it : God will curſe: the wor . 
and blaſt thy deſign, | 


' "Eightly, Be careful to live wp to rhaſe Rul 
' by wich thou-haſt engaged to examine rh 


Fr ; 


- _—_ TE. 
felt ? As beſaidof prayer, If-thy-praying do. 
fe make theeJeave off "Arby. va Neving 
will make thee leave off praying.So herezif thy 
examining thy ſelf, do riot make thee to leave 
off thy remiſsneſs ;. thy remiſsnefſe will cer- 
tainly make thee leave off thy  ſelf-examina-- 
tion, VVhena man hath been careleſs in the 
"HY day, and come to read over theſe queſtions; 
MF and conſcience ſhall anſwer hare. of 
"MN thieſe things, this will make the work ſo tedi- 
ous, that thou wilt never long bear the trou- 
ble of it. Unleſs thouart able to live up to 
theſe rules, thou wilt never be able to hold on 
init long: Arid therefore remember this, if at 
any time you find that you have been carelefſe 
Bf in the day foregoing, be ſure in the next morn- 
© Þ ing to ſet upa new i ms to ſtick'cloſe to 
CY theſe rules. Undoall that you have done be- 
"BF fore; as it were, and begin again. Try inthe 
'& firength of God what you can do this day; how 


y exact you can be this day. 


"BY Ninthly, Let us fet. about. the. work with 
© [omt ſhors ejaculation to God'for his Aſſiſtance 

MF in it,and his bleſſing uponit. 4, 
1 Tenthly, Solemnly engage. to God that yon _ © 
CY will cake xp rhbes courſe and be conſtant in it, and 


{| Þ never lay-it down what ever times may come, 


*Y and temptations may aſſault you. God 


WY doth enjoyn any duty, he. requires all the 


all © means that tend to the performibg of that duty. 
CE Now this is the beſt means that can be tho 
=F upon for every one to engage to God, that he 


+ © vill ſet upon it and be conftattinit. 1 know 


bY that the deceitful heart will be very backward, 
E they 
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they are very ſhy of ſuch engagements. But.if 
they are, remember this, that there is ſome-; 
thing in the bottom which you will do well 
to- look out : And when you have found it 
tocaſt it forth with indignation. VVhy ſhould 
we be backward to do that'between God and: 
our felvs,which we have done publickly before 
many witneſſes, and1 believe ſhall be called ts 
do again. To ſet about thiswork is no more than 
youTaivs done already, when you ſate undet 
that great ordinance and ſet your ſeals that you 
would perform all the duties of the new Gove 
nant, And did you except this ? You will find 
this engagement a great help to. the work. Let 
us this night before we ſleep put this direCtion 
in practice; engage your ſelves to God inſomg 
fuch words as theſe, 4 
O eternal God, thou that ſearcheſt the hearty 
. and wilt not hold them guiltleſs that take Y | 
name in vain, eſpecially in ſolemn Coven 
made with thy ſelf, I do here folemnly promiſt, 
that Iwill ſet upon this duty of daily ſelf-exants 
nation, and in this prattiſe ro live and dye.Sud 
engagements God is well-pleaſed with, Feremk, 
30. 21, Whots this that engageth his heatt ts 
draw nigh to me? As if the Lord had ſaid, conſe; 


_ 


thee, 5 
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thou 'art welcome”, T1 take this kindly from 
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A ſefjous callto Chriſtians, 
to win Souls to Chriſt with 
helps thereunto. 


Prov. i I. 30. 


And be that winneth Souls is wiſe. 
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Y-$ cxcellency of a Righteowms man: and that 
A in:wo things, Firft, He is more »ſeful 
than others. Secondly, He is more 5k#- 

ful than others. | . . 
Firſt, He is more #/efal than others. 
The fruit of the Righteans is a tree of 
life, The Righteous is not -a barren tree 5 
but he is a fruitful bough, as Foſeph was. And 
'F he doth not bring forth his fruit auto vaſe 
LEY His fruit is 4 £rce-of life.” As the tree of life 


[: this verſe we have ſet forth unto tis the 


4 


non 
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A eY would you life tothen that ſhould eat thereof: 
= Yothe fruit ofthe Righteous is ſuch, that thoſe 
$h bn 7, E 2 that - 
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that will hearken to his Counſel, ſhall partake. 
with him of eternal life. When others are ag 


thorns afnd brambles, fruitleſs, unuſeful, of ti 
. value in Gods world ? the Righteous is 4 
fruitful tree, and as « zree of life inthe midit of 
the world. 

Secondly, He'is more 5ki/ful and fiyiſe 
others ; And would you know wherin his ha 
dome lyes ; ? Itis in winning of Souls. . . | 

Doct. T hat it is a chief part of a Believers 
_ duty, and the chief point of a Believers wi/any 
to gain Souls unto God, 

Firſt, 'Tis the [ duty ] of a Believer to gall 
Souls. Though he mult begin at home, wit 
his own ſoul, yet he muſt not Terminate ther 
but he muſt look abroad after others Souls 
He muſt not be as azree that bringeth fort 
fruit to himſelf alone : but he muſt be atree 
life, that whoſoever plucketh of his fruit, 
make uſe thereof, ſhall live. 

- And then Secondly, 'tis his [wiſedow.] A 
in the text, ſo Danzel. 12. 3. And they th 
be wiſe ſhall ſhine as tht brightneſs of the bs 
ment, and they that turn many to righteouſnt 
& the ſtars for ever and ever... They bell 
wiſemen that turn others to Righteouſneſſe.” : 

© Here 1 ſhall ſhew-you. (Firſt, Th, 
chief part of hs duty. (Secondly) That 
a chief point of his wiſedeme to gam Souls. 4; 

Firſtly, That "ris 4 chief pert of ek 
and this appears, 89 
Firſt, Becauſe+this is one chief pointed 

love to Feſwu Chriſt.” Wherein did Pauldi 


ver his love to _ Chriſt-in-any ing} dor 


| 
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this, in his zeal and induſtry to ſave Souls ? 
Rom. 9. 1,2, 3. And thus doth Moſes evi- 
dence his love. Exo.: 32. 31, 32. -If you 
would ſhew your Love-to Jeſus Chriſt, this is 
the beſt way in all the world to evidence it, 
Math. 25; You may ſee how carefully Chri/# 
takes notice of any kindneſs done to the bodies 
of his ele&t : but O how much more will he 
take notice of the love tothe Souls of his Elect ? 

(Secondly, ) Becauſe this-is the chief point 
of our love to our Brethren, | You know that 
Chriſs tels us that all the Law and the Pro- 
phers hang upon this, thou ſhalt love che Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, &c.  And(thy 
Neighbor as thy ſelf. 1f-the Zaw'dothbind 
thee to preſerve the Chaſtzry and eſtate 'of thy 
Neighbor, : how much more doth God require' 
of thee that cnou preſerve the Soul of thy 
Neighbour ? This is the principal point of love, 
7am. 5.20. He that converteth a ſinner from 
the error of his wayes ſhall ſave: a Soul from 
death, and ſhall bide a multitude of. ſins, / If 
God requires "that 'thou helpithy*Neighbours 
Ox and his 4/5, how much more muſt thou 
help thy NeighborsSou/ from hell ?' - -. 

(Thirdly, ) Becauſe 'this is" the principal 
**Y means" of bringing "glory #o\Chrift.” - Every 
474 ſoul that is vs. entry to' Chriſt is a Fewel put 
C4 into the Crown of Chriff.”. And wouldeſt thou 
if} not be 'ambitious of ſuch a ſervice as this ? E- 
very ſoul thou bringeſt into Chri# is an eternal 
off Monument, ſetup by thee tothe rame of Fe- 
diff} [i Chrifts Wouldeſt thou have much ſervice 
4 donefor Jeſus Chriſt ? O then labor to bring 
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in Souls to him, that may do his work here 
the world. Wouldeft low have much 

to the name of Chriſt ? O then labor to bring 
in Souls to Jeſus Chriſt. ' Every Soul br 
in to Jeſus Chriſt is a Trumpet of his praiſe] 
The glory ofa King is inthe mwlc;ende of his 
ſubjects, And ſo 'tis of Chrift, This is thy 
great way wherein we are capable to furthey 
the glory of Chriſt in the. world, to bring 
many Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, 

(Fourthly,)Becauſe this 13 a principal fubj i 
ef our prayers. | This is one grand petition 
Thy Kingdome come, In which peririon we 
pray, that the Kingdom of grace may be ad 
vanced, our ſelves: arid others brought "_ 
and kept in it, Now ''tis a great | 
Chriſtians. buſineſs to live ſutable to ooh pray 
ers. 

Secondly , That: tis the chief point of F 
Chriſtians wiſdome to gain Souls unto Cy 
This appears, 

(Firſt,) Becauſe Sos are the goodly pi 
that are of great price with-Chrift-O'there is 
HMerchandiſe like to that-of Souls.No gain 0 
to the pain of Soills.One Soul is of nrorewoittly 
than all the world. ,You:tnay ſee of -how'great 
Price Souls are with. Jeſus Chrift, by the. 
price that he laid down for Souls.) Did! 
ſpend, his blood for Soawuls; and wilt thon mt 
ſpend thy breath for-Souls ? Thisisap ' 
part of wiſdome, to-deal like wiſe erchiy 

in goodly pearls. - Awife man-will-notfpe 
his time for trifles, -that is Childifh- L 
vides doth appetr in the weiglit of thath 
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things that he layes out his time and pains 
on, , Oh if you would appear to be <a 
out your time and {trength for Souls ; If thou 
couldeſt gain but one Said, what a happy gain 
would that be ? 57 $5) 

(Secondly,) Becauſe Souls will be the maſ 
glorious Crawn'in the day; of - Chriſt, No 
Crown like to-this, the Crown. of Souls, The 
time is coming, when a Crown:of So#ls will-be 
found to be of 'another manner of yalue than a 
Crown of gold, What was the. Crown that 
Paul wiſhes for ? It was for the' Souls that he 
had converted.3 Fheſ, 1. 19. Whas #6 our hope, 
or joy, or, Crows of rejoycing? are. nor even ye 
in the preſence'of the Lord Feſus Chriſt at bus 
coming £ Why were theſe : Pants Crown? be- 
cauſe he had. converted them by his MGR fry 
upon the _— account by cals _ Phullipiaus 
(Phil. 4. 1.) My joy and Crown of rejaycing. 

Thirdly. .- Becauſe we ſhall moſt effectually 
promote the good of our own Sauls:by endeaue- 
ring to gain ethers Souls. By teaching of others 
thou ſhalt teach thy /e/f, By exhorting ocber-, 
thou ſhalt excite and ſtir up. #by /elf. And no- 
a Erlahonge gain Scale; one Iexel 
as thy laboring to gain'Soxls; | rae 
not gathered, yet Chall I be glorified. 

\ (Fourthly,) Becauſe this will be an evidence 
of our own ſound converſion, if we lay out our 
ſtrength and time: to convert: others. In ZFobn 
1, 41, We ſhall fee thoſe young converts, 
when they. were but. conckink they labor. to 
_ in orchers preſently. So that if thou 
wouldeſt evidence thine own fincerity to thy 
5 E 4 Sonl 
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Soul, thpu-ſhouldeſb lay out thy endeavor fo 
the good of others Souls, ko 


- Firſt V/e,"Is itſo that 'tis a chief part ofa; 
_ Chriſtians duty, anda. chief point ef a Chriſti» 
ans Wiſedom, to gain Souls to Chriſt ? Then 
here is matter. of :Reproof 3 to reprove thoſe, 
that profeſs the [iname of Chriſt; that lay out 
their zeal no more this way. That lay not! 
outtheir- ſtrength to gain Souls.Yea that do not 
long for,nor endeavor after the converſion 'of 
Souls,” 'S _—_ this ſpeaks ſadly to thoſe that. 
wooly neglef& this duty. . But how exceedingly 
are many of the people of God themſelves to be 
blamed for their Negligence in this? doth not 
thy heart know that there is a brother of thine 
doth live in ſuch/afinz and yet thou never --tel; 
him of it ? What a- great evil is this! and un« 


ſutable tothe pattern of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt 2 
How didhe go'up and down dvzng good? and 
ſo taken up: with Soxls, that he could: ſcarce 
ſpare time to ear bis bread : infomuch thathis. 
carnal friends began to take hold ofhim, and ' 
"_ that he had been beſide himfelf. 


how far artthoufrom this, that thy friends may! 
{ive in their fins, and dye; in their ſins, before 
thov wilt labor to ſave their Souls ? "Theidewl 
he laboreth to deſtroy Souts; and /how:few 
be there that do labor to ſave Soxls ?. /Hemay 
carry away: the poor ſoul, and none-Iabours 
ro take the ſoul: from him. We ſhould he 
watchful 'and vigilant for ſoxls; for our: oxi 
ſouls, and others ſouls : becauſe this enemy's 
always taking opportunities to deſtroy a 
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Sure it: a that you have very little Love 
to Feſus Chriſt, that you do no- morefor. ſouls. 
That you have little zeal for - Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that you have little Zove for your Bre- 
thren, that you take no, more 'care for their 
ſouls. It may be you are careful for the bodies 
of thoſe that are under your charge-3\ but how 
little do you for their: /oxis? How many live! 
without the worſhip of God in their Families * 
Without - Catechizing their Children or- in- 
ſtruting them? And think they have done well 
if they providefor their bodzes, * Qh; but man 
God will find out. thy neglects :: it was their 
ſouls that was thy charge alſo. '.If you look 
onely after their bodies, this you will do for. 
your ſwine. And will you. do no more for: 
your Childrens ſouls than for your /wine? ma- 
ny are ready to ſay as Cain, am my Brothers 
keeper 2. If this be not. the language of thy 
rongue, is not this the language of thy. Life ? 
W hat doft thou do. for thy brother. to- ſave his 
ſoul fam death? nnd wh nt 


Second U ſe,is of exbortation. Toftir you up 
to perform this -dary to labor-to! be skziful in 
this duty,to win ſox/3 to Chriſt;Brethren,if you 
would be wiſe:indeed; andif- you will gain in- 
deedzdJabour to: gain -/ouls. Oh look upon 
the wotul condition: of -periſhing :ſouls ! How 
fewof thy friends and acquaintance haſt thou- 
good grouuds tothink they have a ſhare in Je- 
ſus» Chriſt? What | wilt thou have' nocom- 
paſhon of thy: Brothers ſoul ? Thow wouldft 
have. - compaſſion . 0n. the  body-'-of thy 
Ts EE. Neigh- 


(54) | z 
Neighbor: if thou faweft the houſe on fire” 
m, and they afleep, wouldeſt : thou - 
not be ftirred up, and with zeal forget w- ſelf; _ 
and labor to call upon them and awake them: 
O how many of our carnal friends do remain.in. 
a carnal ſtate, and we fit ſtilland let them alone ! 
Fbeſeech you ftir up your fouls to relieve the 
fouls of ethers. This is' the beft Charity and 
beſt pleaſing to Chr iſt, s | 
- Itmay be many of you have not wherewith 
to ſhew your Charity to the bodies of your 
brethren ; but this way thou mayſt' ſhew it,in 
ing | kindnefſe -to their ſox!/s, Exbors 
them; and. '/frexgrhen them in their duty; 
comfort. them,” ſupport them, If thou canſt. 
not -give them an «l/s, give them an exhor- (| 
Paton, C 
: But -you--will ſay what ſhould we do, or 
what means muſt we make uſeof to do good to. 
ro ſouls ? | | 
Firſt, By Scriptare demonſtration. When. 
thou goeſt to deal with ſoxls, be ſure to make 
uſe of Gods weapons, Bring the word of God | 
with thee.” Go forth in the xame of God.-Pour: 
out thy ſupplication toi Gad :to- proſper the 
work... And then ſhew thy brother the Sergp+ 
z#re, toconvince him outof the Scriptures _ 
' Fpo/los did. Thou canſt never throw: -down 
the devils ſtrong holds, but by theuſe of Gods | 
own weapons. No Cannon but this wilt batter 
down the ſtrong holds of ſinand/Satan. Theres 
fore bring the Scripture with' thee to him. 
* Secondly,- By earneſt ſupplication, This was 


Pauls 
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Pauls courſe who did ſo earneſtly xbirffor the 
ſalvation of his brethren, Heftrove mightily 
with God in prayer for them. Row. 10x. 
hearts deſire and'prayer uy that Iſrael way be 
ſaved. Carry thy friends to God, and gots 
Cod by prayer, and weep over their-carnal 
and unſanctified ſtate. Bring thy dead Hys- 
band and child &c.: to\God, and put up thy 
Requeſt to God for them, as Abraham did 
Iſhmael. O Thar \they might © tive" before 
thee ! How did the prophet prevail ty his 
prayers fox the reſtoring thedead child ? Ag 
the prophet did pray in lite into the deadfchild, 
ſo rh6uſhouldett ſtrive with God. in- prayer 


for dead ſouls. Tf thou didit but wreitlewith 


God for thy dead. wife; or chitd, 'or-neighbor 
What doſt thow know what God might do 
for them ? What khnoweſt thou O'man, but 
thou mayeſt y_—_ Wife? &c,” 'Thus' we 
are taught by our Lord! in that grear pe- 
tition Thy Kinogom come,” Thus'-if thou 
ſtrive by 'the word of God and: prayer, then 
thou. mayeſt be like to' prevail tmghrily for 
_ of - ſowls-, .thou doit” converſe 
withy00 100 GVA ORF 35h, PEST! 
- - 3.” By kind Obligation, \This:is another 
way:by- which thog ſhouldeſt' tabor to gain 
fouls;'-:Obſerve that greatrule of the 4poftle 
be pzrrsfiul,, beccomnrenns,. tis the Rave that he 
gives.” Labor by kindneſs and conrereſie to 
24in upon all-thou'doſt converſewirh, thar 


thou mayit ger withinhimzhatthou mayfibe 


in a capacity to do good to his ſoul..Shiming 
all meekneſs to all men, Ang when thou art thus 
12 | kind 


f 
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kind to all men, this will be a means to do goo 
to them by what thou doſt; If they be ſuch 
as ſtand in need of thy Charity, open thy hand 
to relieve their neceſſity, and that will bea 
way to open their hearts to thee to receive in 
thy counſel. | 


Fourthly, By faithful reprebenſions. Lev, 
19. 17. Theu ſhalt not hate thy brother 
in thy heart. : thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebukg thy 
Neighbor, and not ſuffer ſin to ref upon him. 
Obſerve that 'tisz quite contrary to Chriftian 
Lovotoſuffer fin to lye upon: him : for 'tis cal» 
led bating of bim. Oh Brethren, ſhew your 
Love to the ſouls that you are among by this - 
by the faithful rebuking of their ſins that they 
fall into, Manifeſt it not as a token of your 
diſpleaſure, but as an ordinance of God. Deal 
with him in all gentleneſs and meekneſs. _ Not. 

entle with their fins; you muſt be plain and 
aithful with their ſouls. - You muſt ſhew them 
the danger of ſuch a way.: but you mult do.it- 
with ſuch tenderneſs co chem as may make this 
bitter pill to #0 down. . How do-many- /ouls 
miſcarry_toall eternity for want of profeſſors 
faithful -dealing with- them? Oh is it not e- 
nough that we have the guilt of ozr owning | 
upon us, but muſt we! needs have-'the 
guilt of our Neighboxrsfin upon, us/taoF 
Ah Bretbren, this is enough to convince us- 
that we haye little 'Zove to our Brethrens: 
ſouls, in that we have ſo little care to reprove: | 
their ſins, | 5; 14601 


Fiſthly, 


ww _ 


& Fifthly, 1 your convincing cover ſation. 
ch Live before all thou -doſt converſe with, inthe 
14 convincing power of a holy Life,” This is 
a the way to convince "them, 1 Per.” 3/1, 2. 
n Likewiſe you wives be in ſubje(tion to your own 


huband , that if any obey not the word, the 
; alſe may without the Ano be won by the my 
Ys verſations of the wives: while thy behold your 
* chaſt conver ſation coupled with fear. 
y Obſerve here, ( Firſt,) That even thoſe 
Fe that be weakeſt, and ſeemingly out of a capa- 
y city to win ſouls, may by- their Godly conven- 
- ſations win ſouls, Women, who more weak 
than they ? Do not you think” that this be. 
longs onely to Miniſters to win ſouls : this 
belongs to all. | FOCASs 
(Secondly;,) Obſerve that a careful and ten- 
der walking in the duties of our Relations to- 
wards men, witha conjunQtion with the duties 
of piety towardsGod,is-a moſt powerful means 
to convert ſouls. When wives ſhall be ſtrict 
in their profeſſion, and yet not be in ſfubjection 
to their husbands, this will offend the men, 
and not work upon them. Your profeſſion and 
practice muſt oneanſwer the other : and then 
you are like to' gain others, I beſeech you 
take this courſe to gain ſouls to (Chriſt, -let 
there be a ſuteableneſs in all the parts of your 
converſation, be the ſame at home that you are 
abroad:and bring forth your Religion into your 
 Shops;and Trades,and Fields: That whoſoever 
converſe with" you- may ſee the power of 
Godlineſs in you. Þ -— A 
Sixthly. 'By your frequent pe" 
Heb. 
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Hebrews. 3.. 13, But exhort one atos* 
ther dayly , while "tis called to day, left 
any be 'hardned through the deceitfulneſs of® 
ſn. Obſerve it, "tis not the duty of Ai-;* 
1iſfters onely to abound in exbortations, but © 
'tis the work of you all. Every one mult 
look to his Neighbours Soul : and that dai- 
ly. There mult be «yftancy and frequency 
in this work : and the reaſon, is, leſt he 
be bardued. Doſt thou ſee ſuch a Neigh- Ill * 
bour fall into fin? go to him. It may be 
thou wilt do it hereafter :. why it may be 
the man may be hardned. It may be the 
man may dye : or thou mayelt not have 
the opportunity : or you may be removed 
from one another ; and the work may be 
for ever 'cut off, if thou Neglect it. 
Seventhly. By your careful obſervation, 
of all thoſe advantages that God hath pur 
into your - hands for the dcaling with your 
Brothers Soul. Conſider and ſtudy with 
thy ſelf, what advantages thou haſt upon 
im. ' 
_ ( Firſt, ) Take ' the advantage of afMlicti- . 
on.It may: be he is taken down by afflicti- 
on Now £0 .and warn him of his fin. It 
may be now. he will hearken to thee. Fob 
36. 8, .9. 10. = J 
.- ( Secondly, ) Make uſe of thy Relation. 
It may-be thou art ſome near Relation in - 
the fleſh to him-: take that advantage to 
be dealing- with him , for this eternal 


good. 5 
' ( Thirdly,) Make uſe of his dependavce 


We 
upon thee, It may be he is ſuch a one as 
is concerned in thy good-will -to him : it 
may be he works for thee, or depends up- 
on thy Charity for his livelyhood: take 
this advantage upon him : it may be he will 
hearken to thee. 

( Fourthly, ) Make uſe of rby 5ntereſt in 
him. It may be he hath ſome =fe&50n for 
thee: make uſe of it for God. And this 
may be a means to win him to Chriſt, 


i know thy works, that thou bift 4 name; 
that thou liveit and art dead; 


Heſe words are part of Chri##s Epi: 
flefrom heaven tothe Church of Sar- 
dis, wherein he ſhrewdly checks her 
hypocriſie and formality,and throughout gives 
counſels and directions, for her recovery-out 
of that ſad eſtate; from the words we have:gt- 
ven you this obſervation, ard 
Do&. That the Lord Feſut Chriſt; doth take 
ſpecial notice 6f j and makes ſtritt obſervation 
uponthe works and ways of his profeſſed people. 
He takes notice of their works ! for the mar- 
ter of them, for the'quantity, for the quality 
of then ; as hath beenſhewed, 
We gave you the Reaſons for confirmation 
and made'*entrance into the wy oor and 
have applyed it as to the two firſt branches'; 


to wit, the matter, and the-quantity of our 
works. T6 come now: to'the Application of 
the third things namely ; che:quatzry of them. 
Vſe, Is it ſo that the Long Jefug CH 

_ take 


| 
% 
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take ſuch notice of our works for the quality 
of them ? then this may. be uſefull by way of” 
Reprehenſion aud Exhiration. 4 


- Firſt. For ' Reprehenſion, this reproves us ' 
that we reſt ſo much in the work done, and do. 
ſo little enquire into the quality of our works 
as to the fincerity and ſoundnefs of them. 
my Brethren ! how often do we pray, and ne- 
ver examine how we have gy ho ? and hear, 
and never enquire, how we have carried ity 
while we have been hearing? O how many 
mans boſome am I now in ? Brethren, this i 
a great evil among men. Yea, I fear amo 
Gods own people, that there 1s not that car 
to-look into their duties, how they are Z 
med. Brethren, if the Lord Fefwss Gbrift dil 
as you, look no farther than the outſide of 
your dutics, and the work done, then you may 
reſt in that 5 Obut Jeſus Chriſt he looks.ants | 
the 5nſade of them, and ke labours to ſee wii 
there is of ſoundnefs and fincerity_ in thems 
And ſeeing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt looks ſonar 
rowly into them, ſhould not you? This & 
the cauſe of many ſins and miſchiefs ng 
Profeſſors, | 

Firſt. This is the cauſe of much undo 
Self-deceit, when perſons reſt in the wy 
done, and donot carefully examine,what pri 
ciples they did at by, and eds they didadl 
-for; this doth cauſe many fouls to be undans 
to:theirdeſtruRion. This was the reaſon wi og 
5 ard was fo. miſerably out., and: Laodicess _ 
thatſhe was ſo much miftaken, they k N Re 
the trade of Religious:dutics, and becauſe th 
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thitig was done , and the duty petforrhed with 
conttancy, they thought they were ina good 
ſtate, You know the ſpeech of that Church, 
1am rich &C, P ag are to underſtand it of ſpi- 
titual Riches, thought her ſelf actin 
growing hand, O but when: Feſus Chrift 
comes and ſees how little fidcerity there was 
in them he difrelliſheth them, and ſhews them 
that their works were not perfedt before: him. 
And thus it is with many Profeſſors iti. theſe 
days, that becauſe- they keep on iti Family- 
prayer and good duties, they think all is well, 
and for want of looking into the Spring of 
their duties, and their ends in them, they are 
undone by them. O what' a miſerable deceit 

is this ! whenta poot creature ſhall reckon-that 

he hath ſo much gold, ſo much treaſure [laid 

up in heaven, and when-it comes to be tryed, 

al his Gold ſhall prove but: Conners | © con- 

lider what amiſcrable eſtate that will be; when 
you ſhall ccome with them, Lord, Lord, we 
ave been a praying people, -atid have owned 

and followed thee ; and he ſhall fay, away you 

Hypocrites, you ſhall have the reward of Hy- 

crites, there was not-the ſoundneſs of Re- 
gion in you ; -O what a miſerable diſappoint= 
ment wall this be ! Fam. 1. 26. He ſpeaks 
there of forme , that did but{feem] to bereli- 
nioxs, and deceive their own ſouls. | There be 
fome men, their Religion will ſerve for nw 
other erid: but to deceive their own ſouls; to 
undo thern, becauſe they are unfound in their 
when they come to receive the rew of their 
| F a duties 
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- duties they will receive another manner of r&; 
ward than they thought of ; they think to r&' 
.ceive the reward of their prayers, and Keeping 
the Sabboth and the like ; but he that taketh 
notice'of the heart, knoweth their prayers 
were; buta taking of his name in vain. When 
they-think to have eternal lifc for their reward, 
God will ſay, I will give you the reward of 
your works. T found your works to- be butt 
hypocriſie, and-you ſhall have the reward of 
Hypocrites. | O Brethren, I beſeech you colts. 
ſider it! It is an awakening truth, but deſerves” 
your conſideration ;. there are many that will 
not only he undone by their ſwearing,” and d& 
ceiving, and the like 5 but many: will be ut- 
done by their praying and hearing.I mean they 
_ will be undone by them, by making them the | 
matter of their righteouſneſs before God ; and 
by their confidence and truſt, and leaning to 
their duties, There be many perſons, whols 
prayers and good duties will ſerve-for no ie 
end, but to blind them, and harden them 
- their own deſtruction.” If you perform rek- 
Sious duties, and:do not look into the manntr 
-of performing them, and take care that you 
*be upright, you may come to blind, and hat- 
den your ſelves by them. O there are multi- 
-tudes of Profeſſors in Hell this day for wat 
ting care to enquire into this, what ingredients 
there were in their duties ; whether they 
ſprang from principles of grace, or, - but from 
common convictions; whether they were done 
- for, and from themſelves, more than fowm and 
for Ged,” This made Lnrher fay thathe yy 
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afraid more of his good works ,* than of 'his*. 
ſins, for his good works were apt tolift-him 
up, but his fins did keep him humble. -O Bre- 
theren / you had need to look about you, Sa- 
tan can make a ſnare of your good duties, to 
catch your ſouls by. There are two wayes 
whereby men may be undone by their duties, 
(1 ) when they make them as a ſuppoſed rvigh-' 
tcouſneſs, when men do perform Religious du- 
ties, and expect that theſe ſhould obtain the 
favour of God, 'and remiſſion of fins, or,” at* 
leaſt, ſhould help with the merits of Jeſus; to 
make up a righteouſneſs for them, on which" 
they may climb up to heaven, and ſtand be-' 
fore God, Thus thoſe carnal Fews, though 
they were zealous of their duties required by 
the Law, yet they were loft by going about: 
to eſtabliſh thoſe as a righteouſneſs of their 
own. Rom. 10, 3 (2 ) when they make them 
as 4 iniſtaken evidence. There are many per- 
ſons (I conceive ) that are ſo-far convinced of 
the ſinfulneſs of their duties, that they do not 
lean to theſe as their Righteouſneſs before 
God, that thoſe ſhould obtain Gods favour , 
and their pardon ; yet they dgiconclude that 
this is an.evidence that they have an intereſt 
in Chriſt; and hereby they deceive their own 
ſouls- | | | 

Object. But you will ſay, are not our good 
duties ſigns'of our right to Chrift? - doth not 
the Scripture ſay,' [be that aorh Righteouſneſs 
is righteoms 7} _—_ -good works arein- 

2n. of faith :- but - then you muſt 


now 


now many do conclude, becaufe the work iy: 
done, that therefore they are in Chriſt, when 
as they:do nut look into the bottom of theig: 
duties, whether they be done in fincerity or: 
hypocrifie, and ſo- do but deceive their own. 
ſouls by truſting to. them ; becauſe their duties 


are not ſincere. O my Brethren, how effe- 
Ctually are many Profeflours undone by this } 
That are ſo hardned in their eſtate, that it ig 
more hard to bring them into Jeſus Chriſt, that 
thoſe that are openly prophate. Thus it wag! 
obſeryed in ougSaviours miniſtry, that it wag 
more hard to bring in the Se!f-juHiifysng Phas 
Tſees, than the Seif-condemning Publicans. 
"Secondly, Another miſchief of this, is, this 
is the cauſe of ſo much-prids and ſelf-confidence 
3n duty. -Had Laodicea but made a due fearch 
into her duties, - you ſhould have heard anos 
ther manner of ſpeech from her. O wypovers 
ty | Hypocrifie! Deadneſs { Formality | Lord 
pitty my weful ftate | this would have been the 
{anguage you would have heard from her : buf 
now: becaufe ſhe did not. ſearch into the bot« 
tom , this did lift her up; and made her think 
ſo well of hergaſe. The reaſon why we are 
ſo well perſwaded: of our ſelves, is, becauſe 
we do not ſee into our ſelves. Did we but 
thronghly refle&t upon, and ſearch into our dux 
| ap Fry they are performed, we ſhould rug 
TQ Cx0 | 


for pardoning grace. As Neb, laſt 22, 


Remember me O my God, for goed, He did 
thus afjer his great zeal for God, and-work of 


Reformation. "He flies to God to-pardonths- 


{ins of his duties, O Chriſtian! 5f Gou-Ol 
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hok into thy duties, [thou wouldft ſee-enotigh 
to make thee aſhamed: of them, thou wouldft 
be ready-to croſs what thou haſt written, and 
to cut out thy work, and pick it out ſtitch by: 
ſtitch. But now perſons not ſearching into 
their duties, this makes them ſtick, and bg 
confident in them. 

Thirdly. This is the cauſe-of ſo much ber- 
renneſs & in profitiency in the ways of Goagdid 
the Chriſtian but duly examine his own duties 
and eſpy the defets of the preſent duty, and 
be ſure to amendyhat the next time, that was 
amiſs gow, this would make him; in alittle 
time, cgme to a wonderfull proficiency in-god-” 
lineſs. But when men go on in a caſtomary 
courſe, and do not find out their errours, «18 
no wonder they go on in their errours, in one 
tract, duty after duty, yea one year after-a# 
nother : A Chriſtian that is careleſs inthe exg- 
mining of his duties, that doth not obſerve 
the failings of his duties, to amend at one tine 
what was amiſs before, he will be but aBung- 
ler in Religion all his dayes. - But he that-1s 
carefull to. examinie it. that he: may. amend 
what was amiſs, this man will ſoon come to-be 
his Crafts-maſter” in his Tradec 0 ot 1h 

Fourthly, This is the-cauſe of fomueh-igne- 
rance of our own eitate ; Itis no wonder that 
fo. many Profefforg are'at' a Joſs: about their 
condition; it is' for wantof looking into-theit 
Religion. They do' not know whether they 
be ſound or unſound, whether they be:going 
forward, or going backward; all this is-fFom 
want of care, toexamine-and enquire intothew 
duties, F 4 For 
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-, For want of this men do not know whether 
they be ſound or unſound, for how dothia 
man know the tree but by the fruit ? When alt 
is done, 'tis mens actual obedience that is the 
out evidence, that their eſtates mult be tryed 
y. Whatſoever ſeeming principles of grace' 
and life, and love, may ſeem to be within, and 
good reſolutions, yet if all this, benot itrong 
enough to bring forth the fruits of obedience, 
in a holy, ſeli-denying, and fleſh-diſpleaſing 
gollineſs, all is unſound, *But then we mujt 
not-look onely to the outſide of our obedience, 
we mnlſt not take the Carkaſs without the ſoul, 
Now when perſons do not look intg their du- 
ties, but reſt in the work done, how can they 
make any judgment into their eſtate by them; 
_ So many that are ſound Chriſtians, do not 
know-whether they are decaying or increaſing. 
for want of this, becauſe they do not louk in- 
to their duties how they perform them. Chri- 
ſtians, how. do you perform your duties ? Do 
you more look into them, how ſweet they are 
ro-you 2? whether-itis better than it was? Chri- 
ſtians, you muſt look to this, are you more 
extenſive. and intenſive in your duties ? Are 
you more extenſive ? Heretofore you looked 
-onely at home, to:do:your ſelves good ; do you 
:do good now tv others ? Heretofore, Religion 
was confined to your knees, but now do you 
bririg it forth:into your. Shops, and | Callengs? 
Heftetofore, *you were for perſonal godlineſs, 
but are you now for Relative godlineſs? Here-. 
'wfore, you were for duties of the- firſt Table 
onely, but now do-you put bath Tables Fwy 
W_- | 3 - ex. 
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ther ? this would be a good ſign; butfor want 
of mens ſearching heirs / axe at. 2 
loſs ; they do not know whether they are bet- 
ter or worſe, declining or increaſing... ++ / 

Fifthly, . This-is the cauſe of ſo:much hy- 
D eerifze and cuitomarineſs in duty. When a 
aan doth know that there will be a ftrict en- 
quiry made into him, his preparation-will be 
accordingly : but when he fears not that, he 
will be the more remiſſe. So 'tis here, If we 
paſſe a ſtrict examination into our hearts, then 
they will be the more careful to ply the work 
the more, when they know they ſhall be laok- 
ed after. 'But when they know they ſhall not 
be looked into, they will do the workthereaf- 
ter, Beloved, if we would do the-work of- 
Religion to purpoſe, we . muſt deal by our 
hearts, as we wonld by trewantly ſervants, 
if yau would have any thing done, - you mult 
keep your eye upon them, If you keep your 
ſelves to this courſe conſtantly, tocnquire-in- 
to your duties, how 'they were done, then 
your hearts will be careful to: make thorough 
work of it. And indeed this enquiring into 
your duties, is not onely a means to-make 
your hearts fincerein duty, but- it isa great 
part of ſincerity. _ That man, that makes no 
enquiry. into his heart;that man is an. hypo- 
crite, there is no ſoundneſs in that man. And 
the tefſe' care thou ha(t in looking znto. thy 


FP 
—_ 


heart, the leſs there is of Chriſtianity in thee. 


Sixthly. This is that, that puts Chriſt fo 
much out of uſe. O Brethren! would you 
know the Reaſon, why Chuift is fo mo ſee 
4 Y: 


"0,90 3 | b- 
by ? Why, itis becauſe we are nottho F 
acquainted with our” defects. Were we much | 
ſearching intoour-duties, then we ſhould fly © 
_ ern vn. and make uſe of him, =_ £ 
r orming of our duties, fly to him 

for a þry0- of our nakedneſs and = 

Second V/e of exhortation. Let us do like- 
wiſe, - if Chriſt take fuch notice of our duties, 
O be much in obſervingyour ownduties. How 
your hearts carry it in your duties. If I could 
but perſwade my ſelf and my hearerstothe 
obſerving of theſe two Directions, we ſhould * 
make another manner of progreſs in Religi- 
on.O That you would be but perſwaded ! 

Firſt, 1» the entrance of your duties, ſet be- 
fore you your rule for that duty ;- as.the Schot 
lar doth his coppy, and do your work by rute 
You know the Maſon will lay the line before * 
he will lay the ſtone in the foundation, or elſe 
he may commit many errors, and the butld> | 
ing may come tonothing. So when youcome 
to perform your duties, ſet your rule before 
you. Suppoſe you come to pray, have ſome 
thoughts of it, what be the rules you are to 
pray by. - Conſider you are not to come tt 
your own names but in Chrifts. Take heed that 
you come not in your own Righteouſneſs, but 
Chriſts. And go out to Chriſt for ſtrength. Re- 
member thatGod calls for faith and life indury. 
And ſo when you come to hear, conſider what . 
rules have Ito hear by. And ſoin giving your 
Alms.- And then'your work is like to be done 
to purpoſe. 
Secondly, Reflef# upon your r wie in the _ 

C 


hath been done I Oblenve what 
Fnkbally pare OT Honey in your duty, and 


—_ wag > notice pays Corrupt ions 

been working-in yourduty,and take the ſhame 
of it before God that you ſhould thus miſcar- 
ry. Ifthefe :wo an 15m were but obſerved by 
us, we fhould come to another manner of pro- 
ficiency in Religion thay. we do. But more 
particularly fer me give you three directions 
far your duties. 

Firſt, Take ſpecial notice ofighe euds of your 
auries, O How many do mifcarry for want 
of a Right nnderſtanding inthis ? Come fee 
zeal for the Lord of ho#ts, faid Febm. ind all 
artery tron nas cr bomfelf. And 
becauſe he didGods work for fuch caraal exds, 
God accounts the blood that be had ſhed 
to be ſo mnch murder and requires it after- 
wards at his hands, Hof” 1.4. The Phars- 
| {ces were a very itrit generation inthe per- 
formance of their duties. Much in .4/zes, and 
much and long in prayer, and yet all rejected, 
becauſe they didit for carnal exgs, Math.2 3. 
. Therefore I beſeech you as. you Love 

your /oxls,look to your ends in praying. When 
you come to pt Cralider what wa do [ 
propound inthis duty 2 Is not this done out of 
RR becauſe Cn y fami- 
? When you 

goto  vilt the nd, bs onal is Sooner nchlf wafih 

uh Fam about? or am I 
fc Jefug © iſt in a lick ſexyant of his? kd 
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of or x pgs ſet out _ boner 1 
much diligence in the morning, ' and it be toa ' 
wrong —_ he isall the rs of his way, 
Although a man cannot in every motion of the 
day mind his end, yet in every ſolemn ation 
(as I have ſhewed you formerly) with care and * 
pains taking with your hearts, you may come 
to mind your end, and the rule for that parti- 
cular _—_ As for example, When you go 
to your callings, or , or to eat, ana the 
like - in theſe bem? — of the day you 
may come particularly to renexv your intenti- 
ons in your work, And this will manifeſt your 
ſincerity, and you will come to have the com- 
fort and Joy of yaur work. And if this be 
not well looked to,all your duties may ſerve 
at laſt for nuthing, but to harden, and blind, 
and deceive you, rather than to ſave you. 
Secondly, Look well to your principles in du+ 
ty, What principles you acted by and from. 
There may be many good things that may be 
done,that may be good for the matter, but yet 
becauſe they do not act from a principle: of 
Grace, - God will reject them. There is no ex- 
ternal duty of Religion, but an hypocrite, an 
unſound profelfor may do it(for ought I know) 
as well as a Godly man; onely they differ in 
their principles and ends. Therefore conſider 
that thy duties came from a renewed heart. 
Examine, art thou acquainted with the new 
birth? Haſt thou been acquainted with Gods 
converting grace ?\renewing thy heart ! If it 
be not thus, all thy duties without this will da 
thee no good, 36d 2d BETS + 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Look to what affettions ave ftirrin 
51 your duries, O how was Chriſt-out wi 
Laodicea for this ! That becauſe,though much 
were done, yet there was not much warmth 
in duty ; there was no Life in them. It is ob- 
ſerved that the artificial breath is a cold breath 


- buta living. breathis a warm. breath,” ' As e+ 


ver you would have: the comfort of: your du- 
ties, you mult look to the warmth of your du- 
ties:My ſoul followeth hard after thee,ſaid the 
Pſalmiſt Pſalm. 63.:8. and thy right hand up- 
boldeth me. | | 


- —_—_—k - —— 
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Ten parting Counſels.. 


Firſt, unſel. Obſerve the degnees of 
CH 7 Fm and cm 

after 4 departing God, The Lord; ſeems to 
ine, to wks ds of us by degrees: And 
becauſe it is by ſuch inſenſible degrees, Lain a- 
fraid we are apt to take the leſs notice of it. 
God hath not dooght' good to take his farewel 
of us' all at once. We th - God had in- 
tended to take all from us at firſt; You know 
miniſters were excluded from their publick la- 
bours, and then God lengrhned gut their liber- 


ty in private, And ſince ay A bath paſſed a- 
Sainſt our private meetings , .{a.that 
we have had our liberties with the more difh- 


A") 


And when the Miniſtry is removed, this is a 
degree, anda great degree of Gods removal, 


You fee God hath removed Miniſters by de- ' 


grees, farther and farther ; and what will be 
the next remove ! Me thinks the glory ſeems 
to be departing by degrees from the nation, as 
it was ii the time of the prophet Ezekzel in the 
10, 11, 12 chap, If we are left without the 

werful preaching of the goſpet;and the like- 

means of converſion, what will it ſignifie 
though God ſhould, give vis nation never {0 
much outward plenty? W.Gud ſhould make 


this nation to waſh their ſteps'in butter, and * 
fill our bellies with his hid Treaſures, what 
will all this be, if our generations ſhould go * 
down: to the. pit of deſtruction by the thou-* 


ſandy? If there be preaching, yetif there be not 


apowerful preaching,that will fave fouls; what © | 
will it be ? And this great mercy God hath de- | 
prived usof by degrees. Oh mours after a. 
Fr rok Take heed that you be aife- - 
ted with thigprovidence of God. How will” 
God take it of you, if- youdo not ſir up your 
ſelves totake hold of God, now lie is depart» 
ing ? Wo ro theerwhen 1 ſhall depart from them 


'Wo'othis natitin, and this place when 


culty. Arid ndwan Acthath paſſed whereby. 
your Miniſters are to be removed farther from. 
you: However the Miniſters of Chriſt are. 
inful poor men of themſelves as others : but” 
yet confidering the capacity of their office,they.. 
are the great repreferitatives of Jeſus Chrilt. 
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Second Counſel.T ake heed that when the pub« 
lick bellows are brokgn,the fire of Religion go not 


_ ot, The Miniſters of Chriſt are as the common 


bellows to blow up this ſacred fire. And now 
God ſeems to have broken theſe bellowes;Oh 
take heed leſt now Religion ſhould dye away! 
and the heat and warmth thereof ſhould decay, 
and by inſenſible degrees ſhould go out. Weare 
too too much like green wood, the fire keeps 
no longer in,than while we axe blowingthe bel- 
tows I fear leſt you ſhall ſee profefiors too too 
much like Chriſt's diſciples, who when Chriſt 
was taken went every one to his home : ſo 
weak their faith, and prevalent their infidelity, 
that they went their way, as if their work,had 
been done. Take heed leſt the Jike 

creepin among you, that when theſe helps 
do fail, you -go back again and remit your 
zeal, Oh Brethren ! what ever you let go, be 
ſure you do not let go your hold in Chrilt do 
not let go your hold in Religion, Do butkeep 
your ground there, and no matter what be- 
comes of any other intereſt. 

* Third Counſe/. When God takgs down the 
common ſun, takes the more earne#t heed to rhe 
light that he ſets up within, The miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, and preaching of the word is like 
the publick light of the commer Suu. And this 
light ſeems much to fail, and the ſhaddows of 
the evening are Firetched out : and the Sunis 
like to ſet upon the Churches. Wellthen ifir 


be fo take the moxe earneſt heed to the direRi- 


-ons of Conſcituce.You know when the Sunis 
down every man kindles his candle, ao_ 
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| heed to that. The Firir of man the canal: 
of the Lord; Conſcience, is the light in every® 
mans boſome. Not that. the light within, (a$®* 
ſome do talk of ) is ſufficient without the di-© 
rection'of Gods word, to guide a rhan into the'® 
wayes of Life : But yet a well enformed Con-*" 
ſcierice, inſtructed in the Scriptures, and welF* 
ſtudied in the mind of GoJ, and acquainted #: 
with the nature and-principles of Religion,may*- 
be a great help to a Chriſtian\to guide him itt * 
his common courſe. -My Brethren, if God-* 
deprive you of the preacher in the Palpit take ® 
the more carnelt heed to the preacher in your: : 
boſome. Set Conſcience faithfully ori- work - 
This is the preacher in the boſome that tels e-.- 
very mian of his duty and of his fins. Hearkert” 
now to the iriſtruQtions of Conſcience,to the re. *: 
6c and rebukes 6f Conſcience. See and ** 
ear what Conſcrerice will ſpeak and dire, -* 
What that will touch 6n, why God hath” 
brought 6n 'us theſe judgments. Oh, take*! 
heed ? that- what ever preacher- be filenced= 
that this preacher be not filenced. Oh ! take®? 
heed, how you ſtop the mouth of Conſciehce.” IM 9 
_ How youdehle and harden your Conſcience,» W 5»! 
If Confcience be faithful and free, and you takE- 
earneſt heed unts him, it may be 4ſtaridins_ 
bleſſing to you, when'the preachers'in the'PiF # Os 
pit are removed from you,” ©: - 447 0342.8 
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Fourth Counſel. Be ſure that none of th fe 
extraordinary providences do drive you from 
Godly but *that-they drive you to God. 1 tt. 

ſet this maybe the ifſte of theſe providence @#Y © 


to 
God, that they ive over, their diligence 
and zeal ;" and give up all-for loſt and gone, 'O. 
this will be ſad indeed ! If theſe providences. 
drive you from God, this will be a ſad fign of 
reprobation z take heed that theſe drive'you; 
nearer to God, Be ſure that the more frowning 
the providences of God are to you, the more: 
do you cleave to him, the more tenderly do. 
you walk before him. 'Tis a fearful ſign. of. 
an unſound heart, never favoured, andieaſo- 
ned with true grace, when afflicting providen- 
cesdo drive men farther and. farther off from. 
God. God doth intend by his Rod to whip; 
his children home to him, . to make them walk, 
Wy more tenderly; to caution them againit ſig., 
MF that he corrects them for. But now if any of 
MW you ſhould make this uſe of his providences , 
that after all, you ſhould go farther from God, 
oh how ſad. would this be 1_.Þhis is-40 be like 
BY King Ahaz.. 2 Chron. 28,-22;;' ©lettheſe 
_ Bl Chaſtiſemems from God, drive you every .one 
— WI the nearer toGod. And cauſe;you everyone. 
EY to enquire into his way, and the iniquity-that 
is in his hand; that he may reform... +... ..;: 


Fifth Counſel. | Let "OWN. c 4 be your J0u7 
Overſeers, «4% God derineees of your nh. 
lick, Overſeers. The Miniſters of. Chriſty, 
is like to deprive. you. of theſe, oh take. th 
=} {lves; be the more ftrict in your inſpection 
+ | into your 0wn wayes, In 19k. chang hs 
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ajd inquiring into your own hearts, - Beloyee| 
 edayt t 1 have ſome time ſince preſſe 
upon Jo and I hope you do yet make conſe 
ence of it, daily to examine your hearts and 
ways by thoſe queſtions ;- which we gave yow' 
for this end, as a great help to this duty: F 
beſeech you whatever you intermit, cor ; 
ly to keep up, and maintain that dury. And 
now eſpecially when God deprives you of 
your publick Oyerſeers, you ſhould take cite” 
of your felveg. TI have never any hopes'th# 
you will come to any proficiency in the wayes 
of God, unleſs you-come up to the ſtrict oby 
ſervation of theſe Rules, that' fo you may be= 
come fenſible of your errours, that one dayes. 
bumiliatzon, 'may be the matter' of the hen 
gays Reformation, Fa 


Sixth Coimſel,-* Whatever become of you ts 

ther Tralle, be ſure that you keep up the Trad 

of Religion. Beloved; though God ſee it good; 

t©imipoaerifh yorand undo you it this world 

yet "tis all well; if you keep on m Religions. 

har is happy man cha hath «thriving 

flouriſhing foul, thotgh he is declinmep 

eſtate; but if you $9 back in grace, though 
yotſhould get all the world, - yoit are miſera-” } 7 

 Bilofers, -* Tre be ſureof this, how 


ofitif you do not take heed to itthough Mall 
beno total falliigaway from grace for a elies 
yer x yer there may be ſaci degrees vf fallingy! 


$ vs 


andGod > ſo;that phaiby tiled 
ly conn & you may break all your bots; 
od be a common ſcandal to Rengon all your 

days Therefore look to es owever 50d 
deal with you in other ry, Gangs hap- 
py with you if your ſouls be thriving:& or 
ever proſperity God Woes yo ou,yerif th 

not thrive, let none of ifing you. 
Many perſons. while- they _— & ets 
ſelves in their outward increafe, we <nng 
os © in grace. - Oh poor Sout? fſhoufd wp hy 
+ gain, that addett to thy gaininthe Worlls 
a os of thy ſoultoall eternity. APE 


Seventh Counfel. Take heed ata and wet 
you hear. 1 fear leſt after the departufe of 
Miniſters, wolves ſhonld enter not ſparing the 
flock, And Iam afraid leaſt any ſhould be fotnd 
among you of itching ears, 5 after ho- 
Of vElties., andheap up Teachetsto your heh 
14 & Labour to know MIR in 
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= | whowand wh4r you hear, hearkin to thoſethat 

© | arethe ſent Maſters of Chxilt, ._ It is like & | 
& | rough that Seduters may take the adv . 
3 | of the prefent time, that under preterice of fur- 
227 | ther courage and boldneſs than Miniſters have, 
may ſeem to alienate the people from their 

"* Miniſt- 
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Miniſters, as flying from their flocks as hitg 


| Eighth Counſel, Maintain with, conſe ne 
and frequency the Communion of Saints. Noy 
is the time my Brethren for thoſe that feax th 


Lord, ro ſpiakgfren one to another, -Now. you 
are depriyed of your. publick Overſeers, tak 


the more carefull overſight one over anothy 


rebuke one another,admoniſhone another,prg- 


voke one another to love and to good wor 

now if eyer,-.there will be ſpecial need of this 
If you forſake the Aſſembling of your ſelvesty 
gerber, ye ſhalt ſee Religion dying as the 
Foal hat is put in the middle of the Room by 
it ſelf, | {5 


_Ninth Counſel. Walk, together in, the a: 
der and unity of the Gofel, Take heed ofa 
ny dividing prenciples, mark, them that can 
Ve if Ingen and avoid them, Thoſe that al 
not for peace be not you for them, what evet 
pretence they may have to pariry attend then 
not, unleſs they are men that are; for peace, 
If 'once the ranks be broken, the Army is 


ſins be broken, then Satan hath 
vantage; and is like-to have his will. 


heed that you keep together inthe unity an 
peace of the Goſpel, that your SE ind 
+ that Feſus Chriſt may rejoyce to behold your 

order and your ſteafaſtueſs in Chriſt, ... 
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Tenth 
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Tenth Counſel, Keep up the Life and pow» 
or of Religion, Be ſomuch the more vigo- 
rous in your Families, by how much the more 
you are deprived of your pablick. helps. - Chri- 
{tians,” be adviſed by me, and let Satan be dif- 
appointed in this deſign. He thinks to break 
the Churches of Chriſt : Oh but now let eve- 
ry Family be a Church, and let every Maſtet 
be a Prieſt and Prophet to teach their Family. 
Praiſe an4 pray for them, and do ſo much the 
more EW Families, by how much the 
more God hath deprived you of your Preach- 
crs. | | 

Brtthren, ſo it is that the preaching of the 
Goſpel is like to be ſcarce, and the means of 
Converſion is like to be at a ſtand ; arid what 
ſhall be done for the Converſion: of fouls ? Oh 


a} be dealing with them, 'and never leave them, 
ta till you ſeethey mind their ſouls and Religion. 
{ Putthem upon ſecret prayer, and the Cate- 
are chiſm, and Repeatirig the Principles of Reli- 
wet 8 gion, oh that I may prevail with you to ſetup 
hem | this duty of Carechiſmng iti your Families in this 
ace, Þ cvil time! And if ſo be you would but try the 
& uſe of that help, that I have cauſed to be prin- 
ite} ted on purpoſe for that end, I do not doubt but 
a& you would find ita happy means, for the Jet» 
” ting in the light into their ſouls. 

your Plah 
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Pſalm, 74: Is ' 


0 God why hait thou caſt off for ever 2 
why doth thine anger ſmoak againſt the 
ſheep of thy paſture 2 


do contain the Churches fad /arenta- 
tion over her deep affliction 3 toge- 
ther with her catneſt expoſtulation 
with God about the cauſe. Two things there 
are, that'the Church in theſe words doth plead 
with God: - Firft, The g#eatneſs of ber Aft:- 
tion, Secondly, The nearneſs of her Rela- 
tion, 4: 
Firſt, The greatneſs of ber Afﬀittion. And 
there were three things in her aflition that did 
make it lye very heavy upon her, Firſty The 
root of this affliſtion, and that was Gods | an- 
ger] why doth thine ANG E R ſmoak? " &c. 
(Secondly,) The height of this affisition. God 


wasSnot on yangry » but hedid[./moak Jin bis 
anger. (Thirdly,) The length of wm. affi3tts- 
on, It was fo long that God did ſeen tocaft 
them off for [ever.] G 4 Sccond- 


T* Pſalm,arid particularly theſewords, 
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| no The nearneſs of ber a & 
inthe ſheep of thy paſture as if they ſhould® 
have ſaid, Head: eli in reoes 19at iſt 
thine enemies it had been no wonder. It thoy * 
hadiſt poured out thy wrath, againſt the veſſels 
of wrath, -it had not beenſo much. But what, ' 
wilt thoudraw out thy ſword againſt the ſheep | 
of thy pa#ture | It were no wonder that thou 
ſhould(t take the fat and the ſtrong, and pour 
out thy judgements.upon them ; but wilt thoy' 
do it tothy theep ! There be ſeveral doctrines | 
that 1 may raiſe from the words, as : 
Firſt Do}. That Gods people are his ſheep. 
-.. Second Dott.: That God _y be ſorely an- 
gry with his own people. With his own ſheep. 
-Third Do#. That when God is angry with” 
his people, it becomes them carefully to'en- 
quire into the Cauſe. ty 
Fourth-DotF. That when Gods people are 
under affliction,theyought to take notice of,and 
be much affected with his anger from which 
they do proceed. | | * 
Fifth Do. That Gods people under affliti- 
on, are, or ſhould be more affeted. with his 
anger, than with their ſmart. This is that the 
Choarch doth complain of: Not that the Church” 
did fo ſmart,butthat God was fo difpleaſed and 
angry. That did moſt affect her. G 
Six Dott. That Gods people are apt to have' 
miſgiving thoughts of God, whenthey are un-. 
der fore afflicions, God was angry witlrhis 
people, and their hearts did miſgive them, 'as 
.if God4id caſt of his people: ].. 20 
Seventh Dott.That-God may be angry "_ 


_ 


> 
-_ 


Ay 


xnY 


_ ftons Firſt, I ſhall premiſe 
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with his he fo fore, and ſo. thatin 
the judgement oft fence, it may ſeen But they 
are —_ =_—_ Gough "th nope x 

Eight Dot#, That 
God may not murmure a his proceed- 
ings; yet they may humbly expoſtulate with 
bim about the cauſe, wor ger thine anger - 
ſmoak againſt the ſheep paſture ? _ 
ſpoken mawder-dcpn to ky WF of theſe do&- 
trines,I ſhall ſpeak how to the ſecond. To wit, 

Dodt. That God may be angry, and ſorely 
angry with his own people] have already inthe 
audience of ſome proved this point, an 
ſwered ſeveral queſtions. \. As( firſt )How an- 
ger may be aſcribed to God ? (ſecondly) How 
far he may be angry with his own people. 

Yarn 2p What is the difference between 
Gods being ing Angry with his own people, & with 
the wicked | ſhall not reſpeak —_— of what 
I have ſpoken,but proceed to a 

Fourth” Queſtion. By what figns and -evi- . 
derices may we come to know whether God be 
angry?and here I ſhall firſt premiſe fourPropo- 
ſittons: & then anſwer the ceſtieo in ſixConclu- 

agg theſe 4 Propoſitions. 

Fir}ft Propoſition, That s perſon or 

may verily Aoinke bro ni be in Gods fa- 
vor, when they are indeed under his anger and 

diſpleaſure. 

Second Prop. That neither Gods favor, nor 


his anger can dung aa, #4 nn 


ward dif 
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kim, - thani by his carriage towardsus. 
Fourth Prop. That for the diſcovering @ 
Gods favor or anger, we mult conſult rathep 
the book of Conſcience, and of Scripture, that 
the book of providence. : 
Firſt pauſe: That a perſon or people 
may verily think, themſclues to be #n Gods far 
when they are indeed under his anger and dif 
pleaſure, This is an awakening conkiderationy 
and therefore ſhould be duly laid to heart, * 
Church may think her ſelfina very good and 
 fafe condition, and yet Fe/x« Chri#t may loathi 
it, and be ready to ſpue her out of his mouth, 
As of the Church of the Zaodiceans,Men may 
cry tothemſelyes peace and ſafety,when ſudden 
deftruttion may come upon them, And may! 
fay, 1s not the Lord among ws ? No evilgau 
coxe wnto 5; and yet be nponthe very brink! 
 ofdeftruction, Men may have great hopes of: 
the preſence of God with them, and yet evi- 
dences of Gods departing from them, And may 
ery the. temple of the Lord, when God is eveſt 
caiting them out of his ſight. We read of ſom 
that had a great deal of confidence of Gods fa+ 
vor ; they would ſtill teax oz the Lord, and 
were confident that he had favor for them 
and yetthe Lord was ready to break out veil 
them to their deſtruction, Micah 3.11;12.T hey 
build tip Zion with blood, and Feruſalem with 
sniquity &c, Tet will they lean upan the Loray 
aud ſay, i not the Lord among us? None evil 
can come _ #5, Therefore ſhall Zion for. 
NJaus ſakes be ploughed as a field, They may. 
«think that becauſe the ordinances of God are #-. 


Pc 4 mw AMT 


FS TH 


2 7 os 


——_ 


y be 
loughed. © This 
men, irs, it is not. your Confidence; but 
your evidence that will carry it. Many times 
there are none ſo confident of Gods favor, as 
thoſe that are marked out for the objects of his 
eternal wrath and diſpleaſure. 
Fews, they would not | 
carnal confidence. . And though the prophet 
told, them of the wrath of God. that was com- 
ing againſt them, yet they would not hear him, 
till wrath came upon them, and there was no re- 
meady. | X, > 
Second Prop. That neither Gods favor nor 
bis anger cau b known,[ meerly] by his outward 


diſpenſations. No man knoweth either Love 
er hatred by the things that are before bim,Men 
have very, ſhrewdly erred by judging of Gods 


favor, or wrath by his outward diſpenſations. 
When the Pſa/mift took his mark by this how 
ſorely was his faith ſhaken, and bu feee.almeft 
gone? When he beheld the Gedly in aflition 
and under ſuppreſſion ; and the wicked profpe- 
ring in their wickedneſs, ' The 73 Pfalm gives 
you a true accouut, what a ſad bout he had by 
this. He obſerved they had 20 bends in their 
death,andthey were nat plagued liks atber men. 
Their eyes Hong out with. Fatneſs,"they have 
more than heart cantd wiſh. They. wete very 
wicked and yet very proſperous. Fallot fig 

and yet full of pleaſure, and riches. and allout- © * 
ward accommodation; Whereas onthe other - 
ſide, he obſerved that. he was efflifieds and-o- 


tter 
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ther of the Godly with him. And was tempt-*/ 
ed from this, that God did regard the wicked 
{9 much, or more than he did the Godly: And} 
therefore 'tis a very dangerous miſtake among | 
the multitude. Many. think 'on the one fide” 
that becauſe God doth proſper them, arid bleſg* 
them as he doth, that therefore they are in the 
favorof God : for if they were not, he would: 
never deliver them, and carry them through ſo; 
many troubles as he doth, 1f he did not love 
them. This is a dangerous miſtake. And f6-. 
ſome on the other hand, becauſe God doth af-" 
flict them here, that therefore he hath mercy 
for them hereafter. They have their hell here, 
and therefore they ſhall not go to helHereaf- ' 
ter. Alaſs man! thou mayit have thy hell be- 

. gun here,and lengthened out hereafter to all e-. 
Yernity. Thou canſt not fay from this, that * 
thou ſhalt eſcape the torments of hell : but not- : 
withſtanding all this, thou inayſ{t hear God ſay | 
to thee at lait as to Dives,” Son remember that 
"thou in thy Life-rime receivedſt thy good things: 
but now thou art tormented. 

Third Prop. Gods favor or anger muſt be 
jadged of rather from our carriage towards. 
bim,-than from bis carriage towards ws, If 
our walk be according to Gods rule, we may+. | 
- be ſure that peace ſhall be uporr 28. Gal. 6.16, 
If we are ſuch as fear God arid work, Righteouſ- 
zeſs, then we may be certain that we are accept- 
ed withGod. Aits.10. 35. If wedowell, we 
ſhall be accepted, They that by patient conti-. 
nuance in well-doing, ſeck_for glory, bonor,, 
and immortaliry, ſhall have eternal life. "They 

' are / 
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God, what ever hig carriage be towards us;we 


ere.under promile 3:6 6 IP 
contrary, tribulation 1944/2 upon every. 
Falrbay doth evil, Thoſe thaj Gall dorder- 
ly, and in diſobedience to the will of God, 
howeverGod may proſper them intheir Wah, 
as they may Sea BY they muſt know th 
Gods anger is againſt them. They may know 
that his anger is againſt them, becauſe they . 
walk againit him : againſt the flat command of 
his word.. For theſe things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the Children of diſobedience, Eph, 
5. 6. * The wrath of God is revealed from bea- 
ven,. apainſi all ungodlineſs, and nag Ia 
neſs of men, Rom. 1.18, So they that walk. 
in ways of unrighteouſneſs, and y 


they. may know by this that they are under. 
_ the wra | 
_ carry it towards them.. Men may not cc 


of God; however God may fecm ts, 
that becauſe God doth not preſently ſmite; that 
therefore he is not angry with them. - God 


« may ſpeak never a word,neither ſtrike a blow; 


and yet may treaſure up wrath > FP erm. at 
the laſt, and they never-think of it. . - Manya 
poof wretch thinks, that God, becapſche is 
ilent that heapproves of them, - Pſal.. 50, 24. 
Theſe things haſt thou done and 1 kept ſilence. 
Thox. thoughte(t that 1 was. altogether ſuch « 
one ast F "; but 1 mill reprove thee: and ſes 


them in order before thine eyes. God: 


make them know, that though for-therpreſent 
he ſpake nothing, and did not ſhew his anger 3 
yethe would make it known againſt them. -If 
our. carriage be dutiful,: and humble toward 


mey 
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rhay be fute that his love is towards us: ' Gad? 


6p; 
6 


many times carry it as if he were angry; 
for the tryal of his people, to ſee - 


will traſt him, and walk by faith and not by. 
fence. | Whether they will believe though it” 
be againſt their own feeling. He will many” 
times put his Children upon this exerciſe, not” 
in anger, but in Love. As the tender Nurſe : 
doth the "Child. So on the other hand, God 
may let men alone, and let them proſper in the : 


world, though he be dreadfully angry with | 


them 


* Fourth Prop, That the favor or ancer of ; 


God, ts rather tobe gathered from the book of 
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Scripture, and of conſcience, than from the : 


book. of providence. Many times the hook of _ 


providence 1s very dark, and ſeems toſpeak 


that God favors thoſe men ; whereas if we look _ 


to the Scripture, we ſhall fee that they are 
the veſſels of his wrath. And the book of pro- 


vidence may feem to tell ns, thatfuch a people - 


 metheobjects of his wrath; which if we look 


mto Setiptnre we fhall find, that they are the 


people of his love. Therefore the P/almiff, 
when he could not know by the book of pro- 
. vidence, Ke went to the Scripture, to the Sans 
Quary, to the oracles, and had thoſe things 0+ 
Pened there. This book was a key to ope 

thofe riddles that he conld not underſtand be- 


_ fore”  Heſees that thoſe menthatdid proſper. 
. 'thus, were the objeqts of his wrath. 7h pr 


the other hand, that the poor and afflicted 


were the onely beloveFof God. © Though this .. 
was agamft is mind* before; - P/at. Tn 


hy 
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- where thy word is preached, and 
explained, there is thy way, the 
ſence of rhy providence is diſcovered, 
that have the Scripture againſt them, 


they that bear the marks of Gods anger upon; 


them.” - And thoſe that have the Scr:prare for 
them, what ever others I be, theſe 
be the men of his delight, ore letthe 
word of God be your judge... And withthe 
book of Scripture, compare the book of Con- 
ſcience, For, faith the Apoſtle if env bearts 
condemn #4 not, than bave we. confidence #0- 
wards God, But if our learts condemn wut, 
God ts greater then our hearts and knowerh all 
things Let confcience be conſulted with, when 
thou aft 'ttying thy caſe, whether thoy aztin 
the favor of under the anger of God. And thar 
wilt be able, comparing thy ſtare with the 
Scripture to give a great gueſs to this, whe- 
a God have favor for thee or be againit 

Now I mult adde fix Coneluffons, "in which 
the queſtion ſhall be reſolved. How it may 
OT IO God is angry with any peo- 


Firſt Conelufion. The Reign and dominiew 


of fin 1s 4 moſ} certain evidence, hat any po. 


ſor or 'people, ave nnder Gods anger. 

rb rprongs and abaunding, groſs and hain- 
ous fins abounding it atty nation or place, you 
neednot any other br orxcan Godis' : 
ith that people; * Eſpecially, when thole Tyb 


quities 


. 


quities are tolerated by AZegi/frates, or found} 
tn perſons that are ina lick place , -the ki 
they are fearful ſigns of Gods anger : then you 
may know there is great miſery for ſuch peas; 
ple, though he may ſeem at preſent to proſper. 


them. Andſo for any particular perſon, 


ther the ſin be groſs or cloſe, if thou art undey.. 


the- power of any one unmortified fin, thow 
mayit be ſure thou art under the anger and 
wrath of God, Eph. 6. 5. For theſe things. 
cameth the wrath of God upon the Children off 


diſobedience, Row. 2.8, 9. But tathem t ® | 
are contentions, axd obey not the truth indigna+, 


tion and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh unta. 


every ſoul that doth evil, Art thou yet inthy. 


Natural unconverted ſtate, . unrenewed ? thow, 


maylt go away with ſadneſs; thou goeſt 4 
and down with Caiz, with certain —- 


Gods difpleaſure upon thee ; for we are by. 
Nature Children of wrath. If thou art in the: 
eſtate thou wertin by Nature, thou art ſurely: 


under the wrath of God. Ifthou remaineſt in 
thy old unbeleef, thou needeſt no more diſpute 


about this matter, the wrath of God dbideth on: 
thee hs "__ _ of Go, and the reps 
ings of God, do riſe up with open mouth te+ 
xs. oh thee that liveſt in any uno 
fin. Now fin is unmortified, when perſons go. 
on. in a purpoſe of ſinningy - and ina willi F 
to practiſe ſin, . Rom. 6. 16. Know ye nothat- 
to whom you yield your ſelves ſervants to obey; . 
bis ſervants you are to whom you obey ? whether | 
of ſin unto death, or of obedience unto Kightn'y 
onſneſs. To whom you[ yield] your fclves 


EI* 


ſervants to _ The fervaht' of God is tas: 
ken j captive } by his fin under a temptation 5 
but if you:yield your ſelves ſervants to 
youare the ſervants of fin... Yield your ſelves 
ſervants to [obey] whom do you ordinarily 
[obey]? If the devil can do-more with you tg 
draw you from God, than God can to keep 
you to. him;; if he-can do. more with you to 
make you neglect prayer, than Ged can to 
keep you toit ; or if he can.prevail with yoy 
to commit any fin, more then God can to keep 
you from jt, you are undet . the wrath of God. 
& & Theres a no fold anger, 4 Stated anger, and 
a i occaſional anger or temporal anger. oaks 
Þ nal and temporal anger, and {o the Children of 
uw G4 may ft: aces hoe pager but by their ap- 
wy plication to-him in Ghrilt that anget may, be.ta; 
LF ken off again. - But there is' agate 0 
y-& and thatis with the wicked. . Alithis thou 
e & under, who dot live in unmorttied fin. © Thoy 
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it. | Scriptaredo ſpeak ally of thy ſtate, that is an 
ks. | undeniable evidence of Gods anger, Zeph.2. 

| 5. Wotothe anbabitants of the Seacoaſt, the _ 
»: | word of the Lord is againſs you.  O wo to 
9: | them that the word of the Lord is againk ! 
i, 1 H - tTherg- 
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There is wrath from the Lord againſt that may! 
Therefore if the Lord do ſpeak againſt theey 
Ma'te thy peace with ſpeed. Doas Han 

when he faw the King riſe upin haſt he ork | 
tp to make requeſt for his life to the Queen, 
E}p. 7, 7, So if thou doſt find that there is evil 
intended againſt thee by thy fins, O fall down 
tpon thy knees and make up thy peace. + 


Third Con. Publick.calamities, except whatl 
they come npon a people for R ig breouſmeſe [kf 
are the evident tokens of Gods anger, hen 
God doth ftrike a nation or a people with wary 
or with peſtilence, or with famine, or the like 
this is a manifeſt token of Gods anger with ſuch 
a nation'or _ This you may fee o"—_ 
outthe book of F#dges. Still it was whenth 


prope had ſinned, and Ged was angry, that 
theſe icK calamities were brought . upon 
them, udp, 2. 13,14, 19, 20,21, and 3. 7% 


8. and 10, 6. There you may ſee that publick 
calamities did proceed from the fins that werg 
among them. © And if fin be a ſign of Gods an- 
ger, you may eaſily make application. Should 
not we fear and tremble ? ſhould not we hums 
ble our ſelves in the duſt, and cloath our ſelves 
- with fackcloth? God hath ſent all his- three 
Sreatplagues togetherupon our nation, Faint 
Sword, and War, O apply this, and fee that 
you be ſadly affeted with Gods difpleaſure@ 
gainſt,our Nation. : oh 
* ButhereT put inan exception [| When they 
come upon a people for Righteonſneſs fs 
 thoughthe calamities be common and put " 
&_ 
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Yet it is nota ſign of Gods ariger, In the prb 
mitive times, the Chriſtians were te - - 
ſecuted every where, and were killed by the 
thouſands, and therefore this was rather Afar - 
1yr dome, then ſigns of Gods anger. 

Here two'things muſt be confidered : whe+ 
ther theſe afliuons did find arr” to 
the Lord in their duty : Or, going off from 
him, and declining their duty. Now ifthey 
do find them decaying and remitting their zeal 
and diligence, then thoſe evils, though they 
do come uponthem for Righteouſneſs ſake, yet 
they come for Gods anger tao. And ſothough 
they ſhould rejoyce in thent-as coming from 
wicked men, yet ny be humbled,and 
take notice too of the of Godagainſt thena 
in correcting their vices. ' * + | 


Fourth Gan. When God derth ſuffer men to 
proſper in an evil way, 1his:15-4 rel fienof 
Gods anger. Proſperity is ſo far from being 
align of Gods favor, that when proſperity 
doth attend-men, and follow them in an evil 
way it is one of the moſt dreadfulleſt marks 
in the world againſt a perſon or people. #bom 
the Lord loves be rebukes, and chaſtens, that 
is, if they wander and go out of his way. And 
we are judged of the Lord, that we ſhould not 
be condemned with the world, Cor. 11. 32: 50 
when the Lord lets men go on in their evil ways 
unpuniſhed, peer tre they ſhall be 
condemned with the world; Brethren, be 
jealous of your ſelves, if Godlet a perſon go 
on in a way of wickedneſs, it isa fearful ſign. 

'H 2 Hof. 
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Hoſ..4i 14. I wilt net puniſh yout daughtets 
_ tbey commit cle? yon &Cc, Therefore tht 
people that deth not underſtand ſhatl fall. ew 
a ſign that he intends higher diſpleaſure againſt 


a perſon, when he lets them go-onin a-way of 


fin, and will not ftop them, but letthem take | 
their ſwinge in fin. Thoſe whomhe intends love 
to, ſhall be corrected here, and ſtopped: ! 


but others ſhall have' the gibbet kept for them 
at laſt, ' 


Fifth Cot; Spiritual judgements are everia 
be taken as ſore evidence of Gods anger. Mt 
ny times God doth inflict temporal judgements 
with an intent jon to-reform them, atd amend 
a people : but when -he gives up a- perſon @t 
people to Spiritual judgments, this is a token 
of his higheſt diſpleaſure, God doth threaten 


as one of the ſoreſt evidences of this diſpleaſure 


[a Famine of the word] So Pſal.. 78. 59,60; | 


When God heard this he was wrath,. andgreatly 
abbovred Iſrael: ſo-that he forſook; the taberngs 
cle of. Shiloh the tent which he had placed among 
22en.. When God forſook the laden 


deprived them of the former tokens of his pre+ 


ſence in their ordinances, this was a ſign thathe 
abhorred 1/rael. So our Saviour as his tokens 
of his diſpleaſure: againſt the Church threatens 
that he would remove his Candletick, : He 
would unchurch them as one of his moſt fear- 
ful threatnings, Rev. 2.5. Rom. 1.23, 24 28. 
The Apo#tle ſpeaks of ſome -that were under 
the fearful token of Gods wrathin this. This 
was a fearful token of Gods wrath 96 
T4. em 
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them indeed,” when God ſhould give them up 
to ſuch ſpiritual judgments. P/al. $1.10,11., My 
people would not hearken to my voice: ſo Tgave 
them up to their own hearts Iuſts, O this was 
dreadful indeed ! This was the foreſt expreſſi- 
on of Gods anger that could be againlt that 
people, ſo 2 Theſ.2.11,12. God ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong deluſions, &c. Rom. 11. 7.8. The elef# 
hath obtained it ; but the reſt were blinded, &C. 
O do you ſee any ſuch fouls thus delivered up? 
Olet your hearts tremble for ſuch perſons. This 
is a ſhrewd evidence, that they are perfons gi- 
ven upto great judgements. 


a oetedbihaebaotadthdinels 


Six Con. Temporal afflitions , when they 
find the people of God ſtraying, and wandring, 
and declining from him, are evident tokens of 
Gods anger. They are not always tokens of his 
anger, When they find us keeping cloſe to 
God, they are for tryal, and not ſigns of Gods 
diſpleaſure? Fob was highly commended by the 
Lord when the afflition was upon him. There- 
fore we mult conſult conſcience whether it was 
not for ſuch a fin thatGod is now affliting thee: 
And if thon doſt find it was for fin; thou hadit 
need run quickly and make the atonement. But 
if otherwiſe, _ may conclude it is but for 
proofand tryal and exercifing thoſe graces that 
God hath: given you. | 
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A Diſcourſe made by Mr. 
Foſeph Alleine on a night, of 
ſolemnT hank ſgiving,which 
he held with his people in 
T aunton ſome dayes before 
the five-mile- Act came in 
force, by vertue of which 
he was then to leave them. 


Oft dearly beloved Brethren, with 
M no little for and Thankfuſneſs have 


> 
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I thought of this time, when Iſhould - 
once more.ſce your faces together : 
and beſo truly glad, with ſo heart contenting a 
mercy, as to rejoyce with the Foy of Gods peo- 
ple andto glory with bis inhericance. | 
[t isa time, that to ſome, may ſeem un- 
ſeaſonable toſet up Thankſgivings when our 
calamities are ſo near approaching. Butſure- 
ly, ifI had never hopes to enjoy one day with 
you more, the laſt day ſhould be « day of 
H 4. praiſe, 
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praiſe, Andif 1 were ſure that we were now 
to take our farwell of Chriſtians and Miniſter 
and ofall our _ liberties, I ſhould exhort 

ou that we might join once more'iq lifringup 
ror and on in bleſſing God for all _ 
cies that we: have met with together, - Your 
Condition 1s never ſuch bnt your mercies are 
infinitely greater, and more then your afflictts 
ons. Neither may the ſence of miſery at any 
time ſurpriſe you, ſo as-to drown the Thapk- 
ful acknowledgement of Gods mercies. God 
that hath been alwayes good to you, hath ne- 
ver been better then ſince you have had affliti- 
on. Elijah was never ſo happily fed at a full 
Table as when it wasa time of (great Famine; 
when God ſent him every bit of bread and fleſh 
| by the mouth ofa Raven, Oh hoy ſweetly 
do you think -that every bit of this bread- did 
rellifh with the 94» of God ? when he ſaw that 
he received it imediately out of Gods own 
band ? | | 
Brethren, though it hath been a time of 
great calamity; yet God hath herein heightned 
his mercy to- you; ' you have ſeen the Buſh of 
God burning and yet not conſumed. The por- 
tion of Gods Children hath been taken away, 
and yet our cheeks have been fat. -We'thave 
-been caſt with Daniel into the Lyons.den+ but 
God hath ſent his angel and ſhur the Lyons 
mouth, and we have not been deſtroyed but 
are here together to-praiſe the Lord. | 
- Methinks there are ſeveral periods of time, 
fine the time of our calamities, wherein God 
- hath appeared to us, when we thought all had 
bin gone.One period was when your Miniiters' 
Pre a were 


, Got) - 
were ſhut out of 'publick by the -{@ if Unj- 
formity; Another 'when we' were caſt out 
our private Meetings, by the 4} epmony <1 
[editions Conventicles, So called by the ini- 
quity of the times, 'Atother by this-4that 


' doth now caſt Miniſters out of their Habrtati- 


ons.And me thinks every'/period ſhould endwith 
praiſe, We read, that when they removed 
the Ark,, that when they had paſſed 'fucha 
number of paces then they ſlew 4 ſacrifice-; ſo 
me thinks as we paſſe thefe periods of time, at 
the end of every period we ſhould offer prazfe. 
What though God hath ſeparated -your prea- 
chers from yuu,'ye as he faid; if the'Soul- 
dier © dies * fighting , and the © preacher 
preaching, and the ſwan ſinging , then the 
Saints ' ſhould- part 'prailing. Oh Chriſtians 
this is the ſpirit that-ſhould be in you; that 
what ever God doth with you for the time to 
come, you ſhould reſolve to end in his praiſe 
for the mercies paſt, If it were the laſt day we 
ſhould have together, ſurely methinks we 
ſhould end in praiſe. And fince the Alarm hath 
been ſounded, by the late unhappy 4, that 
ſaying of Sampſon hath run often in my mind, 
let me aye with the Philiſtines: ſu methinks 1 
would fay, let me dye with praiſe. And now 
O God,' let my 'hands and heart be- lifted up 
with thy pratſe : that I may touch their hearts; 
that every heart of theirs; may found forth thy 
heavenly praife. But-'tis caſte to'be-loſt in 
praiſe, the mercies of God are a deep that can- 


- not be fathomed; Wherxe ſhall I begin-or.end ? 


How ſhall I reachto' the top?-or whenſhaltT 
cume to the bottom ? however I will not fay 
A9- 


(102) | 
nothing, becauſ& I cannot ſay all, Let-nie 
touch a little of the mercies of God : a little 
this Evening to ſhew the mercy of God to you. 
And let it live upon your hearts as long as you 
live. Conſider now what great things 'God 


g 


hath done for you, whether you are the pet» 


Ple of God in general; or people of T aunton'in 
particular. How great are the mercies of God 
toyon! —- . | 


Firſt, As you are the ous of Godin gents. 


ral. This is the top of all your mercies. In 
this ſayes our Savior rejoyce, not that the ſpi- 
rits are made ſubject to you : but in this that 
Jour names are written in heaven Brethren we 
have many mercies to praiſe the Lord for : but 
this is that ſhould moſt affe& us, Gods peculis 
ar mercyto us, as we are his- choſen generati- 
on, and peculiar people. Conſider now what 
the Lord hath done for you. Let me open it 
to you in fix or ſeven particulars. | 
(Firſt.) You are the Eleftion of Grace, (Se- 
condly,) You are the firfs born of God. (Third- 
ly,) Tow are the firſt fruits of the Creation, 
(Fourthly,)You are the Remnant of eſcape (Fit- 
ly,) Yon are the Burgeſſes of beaven.(Sixthly,) 
You are the Members of Chriſt, (Seventhly,) 
You are the living ftones of rhe Temple; ' Blef- 
ſed is the man, you will ſay, whoſe happineſs 
this is. But this dampsmy Joy and comfort, 
leſt I ſhould not be the man. Now left this 
| Niould damp thy Joy, let me give thee two 
 Charatters, by which thou mayft come to 


know whether this be thy caſe. Thonmaylt - 


know it by the Tranſattions that have- paſſed 
| between 
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under the Bond of bis Covenant ? as Chri 
offered himſelftothee, haſt thou again delive- 
red up thy ſelf to him ? haſt thourenounced all 
thy known fins? And took the Lord Jeſns 
Chriſt for thy Headand Husband, tolove;ho- 
nor, obey him above all? haſt thou conſfide- 
red the conditions of Chriſt, and of 
themall? and ſayelt as my Lord faith, fo1 
will do. Doth thy heart cloſe with the ſelf- 
COtINeng of Chriit,” and art reſolved not-to 
allow thy ſelf many known-1in; 'but to-riſe a- 
gainby repent ance? If ſo, thou art the man 
amfpeaking of. -  - | | | 
Secondly, Thoumayft xnow:it by the Trea- 
ſarethat hath been made chviſe of by thee, 'E- 
very man is known by what he pitcheth his 
heart.upon for his. Treaſure. - What is, man, 
that carryeth thy heart ? The things ſee», or 
the things «nſcex? Who hath moſt of 
heart, .God-or the -world? Which way 

the bent of thy heart?a godly manmult not judg 
of himſelf by what he is at worſt, nnder a pre- 
valent Temptation : Nor others by what they 
are at bet in afit: but where is thy-conftant 
bent? What is thy chicfcft care anddelight ? 
Isit to converſe with God? And be like to 
God? Cy Dodd ates 
art-contriving ; ncſs' 6s, th 
Gedis thine F pars wane ing herebelow? 
VVhatss thy care 7 Is it 10 pleaſe ET. 
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_ bethus,* thou art the man-that lam ſpeaking 


_ to. - And-now you that:are-thus, that. have 
ed under the bond of Gods Covenant; and 


ve made choice of him for your happineſs 
# 


 knowand underſtand. - | 
Firſt, That. you are the. eleftion of | Grace, 
The elettion bath obtainedit, ſaith the Apoſtle 


bus the 'reſt were, blinded. . You are the hand+ 


ful that God hath taken out but. the heap are 
left.. -Ob-Chriſtians, the great Tranfaction.of 


God from all eternity hath: been . about yous 


And the great tranſactions of God in time have 
been about you. - The Lord did from all eters 
nity enter into a league. with his Son for you's 
and did give him to you. God was laying the 
foundation of your happineſs before he laid the 
foundation of the wor/4., God was making ptro+ 
viſion for you from all eternity: Our Saviour 
is often ſpeaking, of this gift in Fohn 17,'fo 
Fohn 10. 29, Ay father which gave them me 
2s greater then all, Fobn.6. 39. And this 8 
the Fathers will that of all that he hath given 
me I ſhould looſe nothing. And ſo, All that the 
Father hath given me ſhall come wntome, Oh 
Chriſtian, - doth not this affect thy heart ? that 
the eternal Counſel of the great God ſhould be 
taken up about thee ? that God ſhould be bars 

aining and agreeing with his Son.about thee$ 
; thou ſhouldſt be mentioned by name'from 


all eternity ? Chriſt knows his ſbeep by: name; 
And he bids ſuch rejoice, becauſe their names 
are written in heagen, O man, did Godide- 
fign thee from all eternity by name ! How 
ſhould this affect thy. heart ?: what SO 
ui 
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(195) 
build»all this world for ? It was: that Chriſt 
might have a feed.” And uy do he continue 
the world ? 'tis becauſe Chriſt might have the 
ele finiſhed, when the cle are numbred the 
Trumpet ſhall found, -and away he' comes to- 
gather his ele. Chriſts ing, what was 
it for ? that he might' ranſom his the And 
his ſecond comming, - what is it for, but thathe 
might receive his:ele@t? Fobn '14. 3.” 1-will 
come again andirecerve you to. my ſelf, that 
wher I am ye maybe /echlns. 2 37.s hell 
ſend bus angels, \'with agreat ſound of a Trum- 
pet, and they ſbail gather together his eleft from 
the four winds, from one end of the beavens to 
the other, What was the end of 'Chriſts low 
Humiliation, eyen to death, but to ſave hrs 


| people'' from theer- firs f: Math, 1.21, And 


whadis the end of Chriſts glorious exaltation, 
to all power and greatneſs ? / it wasall for the 
ele&, Fobx 17.-2. Chriſt hath all power in 
heaven and earth- delivered to him for your 
fakes; forthe elet.: © That he might. guve eter- 
nal life to the ele. Oh man, what a heart 
haſt thou,” if all this cannot move thee'! if thou 
hadſt ſtood by, when he laid the fonndation of 
the fabrick of this world, wouldſt thou not 
have-faid ſurely 'tis for ſome great end? if 
thou hadſt ſtood by when Chriſt was. Crucift- 
ed, and known the miſtery, wouldſt thou not 
haveſaid, ſurely this is for ſome great end? 

why all this was for thee: b : 
Secondly, You are the | firſt born of God, 
Heb, 12. 23. you are come tothe general Aſ- 
ſembly, the Church of the firſt born which are 
writtey 


. (6) 
writeen ## beaver, The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
priviledges asif we were come to heavenals 
ready; YouſareJcome &c, you are Gods Yor 
ef; and e,you arcadmitted to have fellow 
ſhip with Jeſus Chriſt, and by faith are' made 
one with him, Now Chriſt 1s Gods firſt borgg 
and we being joyned to him are made one wi 
him. We are joynt heirs with Chrift. Now 
the firſt born had many priviledges, As. : 
_ (Firft)) The firſt-born- had the deareſt af« 
feftion, Zach. 12. 10. They ſhall be tw birrey: 
eſs as one for bis firſt-boyx, There is the great 
forrow, becauſe there run out the great ftream 
of affeQion, in this refpet you are the firſts 
born of God : you are they that have his deats 
affection, Eph. 5. t. You are called the deay 
children of God, O the dear expreſſions, that 
he uſeth to you, and the dear affet#ions that 
he hath for you! youare called the deayly be: 
loved of his ſoxl. O what drops of love doth - 
God drop in theſe ſacred leaves of this book ? 
| how full is the book of the Canmicles ? Ay 
love, My dove, My undefiled, God doth 
out bid the love of all the parents in the world, 
Can 4 woman forget her ſucking child? ſhe 
may ; but 1 will not forget thee, ſaith the Lord, 
The deareſt mother when ſhe lets her child ont 
of her hands may forget it, but you are never 
out of my hands : you are engraven there. O 
what rouling bowels are there in thoſe words, 
Fer,z1.20. Is Ephraim my Son ? is he a plea 
fant child? For ſince T ſpakg againſt him I do 
earneftly remeber him ſtill - therefore My bo- 
wels are troubled for him, I will ſurely have 
| DEM mercy 
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mercy pon him ſaith the Lord, Oh man doſt 
thou conſider that all this is ſpoken tothee ? All 
this love, God hath in his heart for thee ; yea 
beyond all expreſſion dear art thouto God, _ 

(Secondly,) The firſt-born. do carry the in- 
heritance, This is your caſe, the inheritance is 
for you. _ Though-a man have many Sons, yet 
not many hers: 'tis his firſt-born is his heir, 
though a King hath many Sons, yet but one 
King : tis the firſt-born that is King after him. 
In this refpect Gods children are the firſt-born : 
for they are all heirs, you are all Kings, you 
that are begotten again, you are begotten to 
an inheritance, to a beavenly, that fadeth nos 


amay. . | 
(Thirdly,) The firſt-born had a ſpecial blef- 
ſing. Gen. 27. 19. | 1 am Eſau thy firft-born. 
And you know when Eſau knew that '7acob 
had got the bleſſing of the firſt-born, he ac- 
counted himſelf undone : and he /;fred uy bis 
voige and wept.” Brethren, you have the bleſ- 
ſing. Let others glory in their wealth and 
riches; who ever have theſe benefits "tis you 
have the bleſſing, Beloved, you are the F4- 
cobs,when others are the Eſam : you carry the 
bleſſing of the firſt-born. Nay- and God rati- 
fies the bleſſing on you as that upon Fatob, I 
have blefſed him and he ſhall be blefſed. Bala- 
am was ſenfible of this; He bath blefſed and 1 
axe revinſs _ You nr _ oy: 
orn, God: hath-made you angeabhly hap- 
Py; you are nga 2 blefied, God hath 
bleſſed you and it cannot be reverſed. 
(Fonrthly,) The firſt-born did carry the bo- 


nor, 


nor, arn4'were accounted the excellency.and/ 
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vo 
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ſtrength of the family. Gen. 49. 3. Reuben, | 
thou art firſt-born, my might and the 'beozn- 
ning of my ſtrength,. the excellency of dignity, 


ah extellency of power, 
his firſt born as Facob of his. 


And God ſays of 
Thou art the-ex- 


cellency of dignity. So God ſayes of you? 
will make of you an eternal excellency, ©: You" 
know if a Knight have many Sons, there is but” 
/ one Knight, An ſo of a 'Lord'tis the firſt-bortt 
is Lord after him : he carries the honor of the? 
family. . So you my Brethren, you carry the: 
honor : you are the onely honorable. perſang* 


in Gods account. 
ous in my ſight thou haſt been honora 


Since- thau haſt been preci=: 


X 
- 


ble. Andy 


thoſe that honor me 1 will honor, © Brethren} 
put this tocether, and ſee if there be.not;rean 
ſon to.lift-up the praiſe of God on high : and:vo# 


fay Now-I'wil lift up thine horn on hig 
ly Go4 hath lifted up your horn on high, - 
Thirdly, To# are the firſt fruts of the Crea-: 


hb. Sure. 


tion. Fam. 1.18. Of bis own will begat hews 


with bis word of truth that we ſhould be a kindaf* 
firſt fruits of his Creatures. Now there wereſe- 


veral things obſervable inthe fir/i-fraits, As. » 
- (Firtz) The firt fruits; they were the choice: 
of the fruits. © And therefore GoJ, that did e- 
ver require them to bring the-beit, would re- ' 
quirethem to bringthe firit-fruites of the Crea- 


tures. 
works. 


Beleivers are the firſt fruits of Gads- 


Ani God ſets more valye upon this 
workmanſhip then upon any thing elſe beſide. 
Other things they ſhew ſome footiteps of God: . 
but the- new creature that hath the ver 

of GoJ, anJ fo is the firt fruit of ul. 


Image 
The 
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p his heart, - - Chriſtians, I ſpeak this to,you 'y 


4 | fitlt fruits are-of amore: higher: prige-and es. © 
"| ſteem than any other. ... $0, are you; yours; 


thoſe that -he. cals his excellent -ones.... Thoſe 
whom he binds up, among{- his Jewels, -.;The 
Saints are the deſire of his,eyes, and the.joy 


you mult apply it, You are the deſire of Chritt, 
Pſal.4.5.11.He asks no other portion but. you, 
Pſal. 2.8. And you are his delsght as well as 
his deſire. Prov, 8, The wiſdom of the Father 
from all eternity, had his delight in the habita* 
ble part of the earth, Iſaiah 53. He ſhall. ſee 
hs feed, and he ſhall ſee of the Travail of bs 
ſoul and be ſattsfied, ,You are his ſeed,: you 
are the Travail of his ſoul.Chriſt.is content and 
ſatisfied to have this portion. And as the wo- 
man forgets her ſorrow when ſhe ſeep her ſee 
that a man child is born : ſo Chriſt forgets all 
his pain and trouble, whenhe ſees his ſeed the 
travail of his ſoul, ra BOO BLDe 
(Secondly,) The br{t fruits were but few 572 
»umber, in compariſon of the full number and 
harveſt. --So 'tis here, the Sans are but few. 
Thou art the feweſt in number of all people,laith 
Moſes to Iſrael : ſomay Ifay to you, you are 
23. rwo:0r. three Olives upon, the upptrmoſ 
bonghs, or four or five upon the outmoſt bran- 
ches.: Gods firſt fruits are but few. Ah Chriſti- 
an; atd {till and admire free grace, that thou 
ſhouldſt be one of this fer, .. Chriſt doth ma; 
nifeſt himſelf ro you and not to tbe world. He 
prayes for you, ;and nor. for che wor Ma are 
a peculiar people to him..Q what a little flocls 
of kids hath Chriſt, m Smparyſon of /# 


(ro) \" 
«6d droves, and farms that Satan drives hes 
fore him to deſtruction! and art thou onet 
th#f number that ftand with the lamb upon 
fiount $07 ? O how ſhouldft thou cauſe the 
_—_ 6f the Lord to be heard ? they are but 
Si of the number of mankind that are admits 
ted into this grace wherein you ſtand, Theres 
fore as you have ſpecial.favor from God, a 
Sage in the praiſe of God. 
- - (Fhirdly,) The firſt fruits were holy ro the 
Lord... Theſe God did reſerve for himſelf, 'ad 
it" were, for his own eating. As you knows 
the firſt fruits are preſerved for'to be reſent 
to Kings at their table for their eating. So a 
you. -- Thou art a holy people unto the Lord 


wp wa hn *Y © a a wa 


thy God; P/al. 4,3. Know ye that the: mal | a 
rhat's4 Godly, God bath ſet apart for himſelft }Þ s 
God fayes as it were, ſet this man by for me: II (1 
God ſays of his firft fruits, theſe ſhall be ſeta+ JF b 
ſide for me. Theſe ſhall be mine, al. 3.15% Þ ir 
As God would put a ſpecial honor upon the I} 


- Sabbath dayabove all other dayes, becauſe up» Þ t} 


on this day he reſted from his Labor : foyou Þ} {6 
are the honor of all the Creation: becauſe you 

are a'people that God hath fet apart for him I fc 
| Telf. - Ah Brethren, here is your dignity and | 7 
priviledge above all people, that you are ſe | th 
perate to the Lord: that you have ſpecial rela- | w 
tion to him. This makes you to be-aboveall I :þ 
other people, 'becaufe the Sz of Gods favor | fr 
ſhines peculiarly upon you. 4 "| ye 
© (Fourthly,) The firſt fruits were to be g4- | th 
thered into the Sanftuary, Dent. 26. God | 1, 
had tn his Temple, the Chambers into whioh-| be 
oY . was 
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ly dedicated unto. God.: - Soweread, ini2eh; 
12. 44. Thus you are Gods firlt fruits, "And 
God will gather his firſt fruits into his Chams 
bers, into his glory ſhortly. He ſhall gather 
his wheat into his garner, Math. 3, 12. Maths 
13. 30. The tiusbandman there, (who is noos 
ther than God himſelf ) he ſpeaks to his ſer- 
vants, that they ſhould let cus the tares for 
a ſcaſon, and 51: rhe tine of harveſ# I will ſayta 
the reapers, gather you together firſt the Tares, 
and bind. them in bundles, and burn them but 
gather the wheat intomy Barn, This harveſt 
1s the end of the world: and the angels are 
the reapers; andheaven is the barn; and you 
are the fruits, and God will ſend ſhortly, and 
gather you into: his: barn; -when-the wicked 
{hall be turned into hell in bundles, they ſhall 
be caſt into Topher ; but you ſhall be gathered 
into Gods barnz into his glory. God do but 
ſtay awhile till the fruits'be ripe and ready,and 
then you ſhall be all broughtſafe into his Trea- 
ſury. 7 hates  Parkicy: 
Fikthly,) The firft fruits were tobe ſet be- 
fore the Lord 2s 4 monument of bis faithfulneſs, - 
Dezwt. 26. 1. &c, Where you may obſerve 
theſe particulars. : Firſt, The firſt fruits, they 
were to be preſented before the.Lord as" a 
chank-offering, ſo you, Secondly, The firſt 
fruits were to be brought ts chaprieſf, though 
you are the firſt fruits, yet You can expect noe. 
thing of God but at the hands of the prieſt, the 
Lord Jefus Chrilt, Thirdly, *They were-to 
be offered up with 4 thank ful acknowledges 
I 2 ment 
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ment of God: "0 and their former m 'Y, 
the prieſt ſhall take the basket out of thin 
hand, and ſet it down before the- altar of. the 
Lord thy God; and thou ſhalt ſpeak and ſay 
A Syrian ready to periſh was my Father, '#n 
be went down into Egypt and ſojourned thitt 
with a few, and became there a Nation greal 
mighty,and populous, Fourthly, They wetetd 
be ſet before the Lord as a monument of his 
faithfulneſs : thus beleivers, my Brethren 
they ſhall be taken by Chriſt,and preſented by 
him unto God as a monument of his faithful 
neſs. And thou ſhall profeſs before the Lan 
thy God, Iam indeed come unto the Counttt 
conterning which the Lord ſware unto "me: 
ſurely the Lord is faithful in all that he hath 
promiſed : and there hath not one word failed 
of all that he hath ſaid by the mouth of all his. 
prophets. ; 

Fourthly,Y ou are the remnant of eſcape, 'tis 
Ezrahs phraſe. Brethren, you know that all 
mankind: was intereſted in Adam: all-in one 
common bottom. Adam miſcarryed andſo 
all mankind is ſhipwracked at once. AndO how 
few are the number of thoſe that eſcape / and 
| artthou one of them ? O how ſhould you bleſs 
the Lord ! methinks, you that God hathts> 
kenout of all the kindreds of the earth, you 
ſhould run to God, .as the ſeveral meſſengers 
to Fob, Thy Sons and thy Daughters were eat- 
eng and drinking wine, and the honſe fell upon 
them, and. they are dead; and I onely am; + 
 ſcaped to tell thee. So ſhould you ſay,” oh-1{6 
* many of the Tribes. of the - carth are —_— 

s | | Fe 
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and I amleft alone to tell thee to praiſe thee. 
O methinks ſo ſhould the redeemed of: the 
Lord compaſs him about,-O methinks I ſhogld 
ſee you in the poſture of thoſe redeemed, liftir 
up your voices together as the'voice of many 
waters. Oh Chriſtians, look back to your for- 
mer bondage.Do not forget the Zgypr that you 
were in bondage in :'and the bonds of your 
luis, that you were held Captive in, 'Olook 
back tothe houſe of bondage and to the For 
furnace, the cruelty and tyranny'from whence 
you have made your eſcape,and now lift S164 
praiſe of yourRedeemer. Howſhould you ſtand 
upon the brink and look down into the IHE 


pit from which God hath plucked you! Bre 

thren, you all ſuffered in that 'common'ſhip- 
wrack ; yet, 'asm the voyage of Paul, they 
all efcaped ſafe+to land,” ſo<God'hath ordere 

you, thatall that were with Jeſus Chriſt aree-' 
ſcaped. O methinks you are like' the world 
fll of com 'and in 'comes” Satan, and mow's 
down whole ſwarfs, and'you areleft'as a fin- 
ple ear here and there upon aridge. O're- 
member fire arid'brimltone is coming down up- 
on the- world,-and God hath hid his hand up- 
you and made you eſcape, and provideda 
Zoar for you. ''O while you fee the Epos: 
ans drowned upon the ſhore and you eſcaped, 
how ſhould 'you be much in praifing the Lord ? 
the deluge' is' coming down npon the world, 
and but one Ark'of men ſhalt be faved. . And 
are you the men that God hath purpoſed to 
fave? are 'you' the men-that God bs 
forth his hand and took in ? © Lleſs the Lo 

for this mercy. I 3 Fifty+ 
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. Fifthly,Yow are the Burgeſſes of heaven. He, 
124 23. Tothe general "ſembly and Church 
Hg firſt born, which are written-in heaven; 
Ve read ofa City that hath foundations;whoſe 
builder and maker is God, of that City- ant 
oua Denizen. Thou art no more a ſtrangs 
er and forreigner but a fellow Qitizen, and:of 
the houſhold of God : though heaven and earth 
are ſo diſtant in place, yet there 4s 2 real coms 
munion : the Saints here are free burgeſſes of 
heaven. Chriſtian, thou art the man, that art 
made free of heaven : and who art born tree, 


3s 


 Sixthly,You are the members of Chriſt,we ave | 


members of his body; of his- fleſh and bones 
Conſider Chriſtian, beleiveft -thou” this ?-\if 
thoudoſft, thou needeſt not be called upontg 


praiſe. 'O whatto be a real memberof Chriſty | 
o'er Yet yet io 'tis. If thou be touched 'tig | 
fl 


Ahritt ſufters wrong. Saul, Saul, why:;perſes 
euteſt thou me? Re is as tender of 'you as of & 
member of his own body ; and as deardoth/he 
love you. Amdas ſure as hecarryed-the ment 
bersof his body into heaven, fo fure will he 
DN En 
natur are glorified in heaven, foſurely 
will he orothes PFs: = hy 


Seventhly, 'T ow are the living: ſtonesof the 


Temple,” 1 Pet. 2.5. Thou art cutout of the 


common quarry with others, as rugged a ſione 


as the xeſt ; but thee hath God pitched upon 
and choſen to be a-poliſhed ſtone; for his own 
building.” VVhen God hath -left others'he 


hath pitched on thee. Chriſtian, it littlemat= 


xcrs though thoy art undervalued of men; ob 


an. —_ a wc wit A” OA, 
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herein God hath honored thee,. thoſe that "_ 
rejected God hath made the chief of the b 


"Jo put all this together. and ſee whether 
God hath not done much for you, Js 
election of grace, the firſt born 
firlt fruites of the Creation, the xemnant.of e- 
ſcape, the zs of heaven, themembers; 
of Chriſt, the living ſtones ofthe Temple,: . © 
whence ſhould God have praiſe if not from 
you ? whoſhould lift up his name.if not You: ? 
but, 

Secondly, Conſider what God hath done-for 
you 454 you are the inhabitants: of Taunton i 
particMlar. Though the former POP 
ring loudeſt and carry the; principal ; 
your praiſe ; yet the other mY Potbet 
ten. 

Now will 1 ſing 4 ſong to my welbel 
touching his wineyar dy Iſa. 5.1, Thevi 
of the Lord of hoſts:is the Town of CE 
and the inhabitants thereof his pleaſant. plant, 
And now I will tell you what :God hath done 
for his vineyard. He hath plucked up:the. = 
thereof, and yet i6:is not eatenup. Her: 
are broken down; yet they-thar poby 
way do-not pluck her, nor the- ofthe 
forreſt eather ; northe beaſts of the. field de- 
vour her. Shee is burnt- with: fire; + 0 
not burnt up.  O what hath God done bo 
vineyard here?: O:xemember.now, Q-peaple 
what the enemy.conſulted, and whatithe Lard 
anſwered ; they ſaid come let.us-curic T auiwors 


and let us dekie the people " God: But who 
ſhall 


ES (116) » | 
* ſhall curſe whom the Lord hath not curſed # 
And defie whom the Lord hath not defied? 
God hath blefſed,and who ſhall reverſe it ? haps 
py art thou O people: who is like thee OT aun- 
ronfaved by the Lord the ſhield of thy power, 
the ſword of this excellency ? The archers have 
ſhot at thee, yet they bave xot burt thee. « 

Shall I particularize the mercies of God to 
 Tauntos ? why,confider he hath been a Savior 
to you : a ſhepheard to you : a keeper to you. 

t. He hath been a Savior to you. He hath 
ſfayed your throats from the /wora, your habitax 
tions from the flawes,your lives fromthe plague 
your perſons from the priſon, (1.) He hatly 
faved your Throat fron the ſword, have you 
forgotten that you were a you le devoted ta 
deſtruction, by the ſons of violence ? but God 
diſappointed them and gave you your lives for 
I 42 INT, ; Ws 
'(2.) Your habirations from the flames; 
The flames have been ſet in Ambuſh againſt 
you, and yet your habitations are not burnt 
down to this day. | ny 

(3-) Your lives from the -plague. It hath 
been devoured by the plague heretofore, and 
yet it hathnot devoured you. How eminently 
hath God preſerved you in this place inthe 
time of common calamity that 'hath been: 
mong others. O think not that it was becauſe 
thoſe were greater ſinners than are in Taunton: 
No, but becatiſe God hath a peculiar intenti-+ 
on'otfaving you.” YetI ſay to you as Chriſt 
to them, think, not that thoſe upon whom ube 
Tower iz Siloam fell, were greater ſoengrs 

; | than 


' a mercy was it;that it was but once ?-I might 


ny) 
than any in Feruſalem, I tell you nay, but txe- 
cept you repent ye ſhall nbano” af rs . We 
havehad the fame fins,and y thath preſer- 


ved us. SLE <2 A 
.) Your perſons from the priſon.” How 
a& hath God preſerved you ? he hathbeen 
like the cloud upon Irael : and pon all the fl 
ry there hath been a defence. ' Once-indeed 
ſome of you have taſted of a priſon: but what 


tell you what a mercy 'tis to you,that you have 
not been troubled Nov fra prelates Courts.but, 

Secondly,God hath'been 4 ſhepheardto you. 
Therefore you have' not nt ws VVhois it 


that drives you by-the till waters, you 
are 4 a lamb in a large place, "tis becauſe God 
is your ſhepheard VVhence is it that you lye 


down in green wg 'tis becauſe God in 
your ſhepheard, How hath God 
for you formerly and of late ? 


Thirdly, God hath been «rope to you. 
V'Vhen you were ſent to prifon God did keep 
you. O do not forget the mercies ofa priſon. 
I beleive, that of all the s of ourlives, 
many of us have no ſuch experience of Gods 
mercy as in a priſon. O the proviſion that 
God' did make for us there ! O the conſtant 
meals; the ſweet meals that God did make for 
us there. | = | 

Brethren now let us thankfully commemorate 
all theſe mercjes. Let me call upon you as 
the Pſalmiſt, rejoyce in the Lord, ye righteous ; 
and again rejoyce O ye people, het your voyce 
be heard on high. Let us worſhip and fx 


(118) "I 
down bifore the Lord our maker. Let it be ſaid; 
praiſe waiteth for thee a God in T aunton, 
VVellmight praiſe wait for God in Taunton, 
for God hath waited to be gracious to us; 
There wasthe place that he choſe to put his 
name there. There break be the Arrows and 
the ſpear, VVho is like our God who rideth.on 
the Heaven for our help,and on the sky for our 
aid ? Blefſed is the people that heareth the joy- 
fi ſound, they ſhall rejoyce in thee O Lord. 

e Lord ts our deliverance, and the holy one of 
: 1frael s our King. Shout thetefore, O inha- 
bitants of Tawnton,for great is the work of the 
Lord with you. And now, O Lord, Bleſs them, 
and accept: the work of their hands, and lift 
them up:and let them lift: thee up for ever. 


A Sermon cerahets in We 
to the Sacrament," on a'S4- 


-f | cramental oof 
ha- 
the | 
m, "rb ed 
ift = 
Luke. SE 26NTx; - 
| And the angel ſaid unto theme; fear 
| 20t « for! beboll T-bring you good tidings, 
= of great joy, which ſoall he-to all $60- 


ple. 

For unto you is born this day inthe Ci: 

” ty of David, a Saviour which is Chrift 
| the Lord. 


ſuch a time as this. Now Gol hath p 
ſent me to you withthe moſt'Vleſ- 
ſed news thatever came toman : that i is, that | 
to yours born a Savienr, 

You 


Y Kris, , Inow 
M muſt thre, good ti you at 


Wo 4 126) 


|  Yonhave here the Hiſtory of our Saviours 
birth, The ſhepheards, they were abroad in 


the fields watching over their flocks by ni 
v.8.and while they were thus diligent nos 


ing their flocks,then the angel brought this news: 


to them. From whence obſerve by the way, 


how goodit us to be following our lawful callings.” 


The fruits of theſe tidings was grear fear, that 
felt upon the ſhepheards ' when they ſaw the 
angel. And againſt this fear, the angel bid 
them b+ of good comfort, Then you have here, 
the news, behold I bring you good tidings &C. 
where you have obſervable. Firſt, The mef- 
ſenger; the Angel. Secondly, The fruits of 
it; great joy to all people. Thirdly, The mar- 
cer of this news; That to them was born a Sa- 
vior, From the words obſerve this DofFrine. 
DoF. That it ts the bleſſedeſt news that ever 
came tothe ears of may, news worthy of angels 
from Goato be the Meſſengers of it. that unto 
164 ts Come 4 Saviour. | 
Brethren, I muſt needs commend the Grace 
of God to me this day, in making me the meſ- 
ſenger of ſuch news to.you as this is.I am un- 
worthyto bringyou thisnews,itis for angels ta 
bring this news, they were ſent with this me 
ſage, as you ſee ; yet God hath been pleaſed 
to ſend me as a Meſſenger with theſe tidings ts 
Ou. , Now t ſhall ſhew-you: that" this is the 
. beſtnews that ever- came to -the cars of: man, 
and that. i b 
- . Firſt, If you conſider the deplorable condsti- 
ox that he found man in, © - 
Secondly, If you confider- what 4 great al- 


Va- 
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vation he hath be for man, {1 
in Firſt, If you the deplorable conditi- 
bi; | or that he found us in, we wete all gone out of 
d- | theway: we had fal'n among theeves ; and 
vs: between fin and Satan, we were robbed and 
Y, wounded : and this Samaritan found us; and ' 
bel he cured us, and it coft him no leſgthan his own 
if | blood, So deſperate a diſeaſe is ſin, that no- 
e thing will cure us, but the death of Chriſt; 
d He found us ſhut up in ſin, and were not able 
> to-get out ; and then he roll'd away the ſtone 
" for us.and knock'd off onr fetters,and wrought 
'> deliverance for us. | This was the miſery of 
f mans condition, that he was ina CON- 
y dition, Rom.g. 6. There was no ility for 
- us ever to recover our ſelves, Neither was 
there help in any other, beſide Chriſt, 4+: 
4. 12, Heaven nor earth could not find out a 
way to deliver man, till God found out a way. 
And becauſe heaven and earth could not find 
out a way, God and man muſt come together; 
; and as he was God he muſt ſatisfie ; andas he 
was man he mult ſuffer ; and ſo we mutt come 
out. He found us ftinking in our graye as he 
| did Lazarws, The ftinking carrion- doth not 
ſtink more than we did when Chriſt found 
us, 
Secondly, If you. conſider . what a great ſal- 
vation he hath- wrought for us. This will ap- 
pear, if you conſider from what he hath ſav 
us ; and how he hath ſaved us. ry; 
Firſt, From what be hath ſaved w. 
Firſt, From the Roaring-L10.. 
Secondly, From our raging4nſts, 


Fg 


_ _ 


Thirdly, From the flaming furnace, 
'F y, Fromthe King of terror, 


Firſt, From the roaring Lion. . SO is Our - 
advuerfary, the Devil called, r Per. 5,8. This 


is he that Chrift hath delivered us from. we 


wereall inthe Paw of this lion, and Chriſt came 


and delivered us from him. This is the D# 


vid that ſlew the lion, andthe bear, and'ſaved: 


us, when we were like to be deſtroyed. When 


Satart did think to triumph over Chriſt, thet . 


did Chriſt triumph aver him. Col. 2. 15. All 
the powers'of helt did combine together, and 


laboredto give Chriſt the overthrow ; they had - 


brought himto the croſs, and there triumph 0- 
ver him, and thought that then they had done 
all ; and yet thendid he overthrow them. Oh! 
what a mercy is this, to be delivered (not one» 
ly fronrthe bondage of Egypr, but) from the 
ſpiritual Egypt | Col. 1.13. Who bath delive- 
et us from the power of darkneſs &c, My Bre- 
thren, we were faft ſhut upin priſon, inthe 
prifon of which Satan was the Jaylor : and 
there wasno poſſibility of getting looſe from 
him. We were laid up asflaves under him, 
and were led captive by bim at his will, Now 
what praiſe do we'owe to him, that hath deli- 
vered us from ſuch a Tyrant asthis ! this is our 
deliverance,” ( A, 26, 18. )to be turned from 
the power of Satan unto God,” This hath Chriſt 
done for us : he hath delivered us fromthe po» 
wer of Saran, We were once in his fanuly, 
and did his: work, - Eph. 2. 2,3. Eph. 6.32. 
They are called tbe rulers of the 'darknefs of 
shis worid,. That is, poor- ignorant ws 
2 , that 


: ,....: 
that were, 1ying OTE: 
not ſorne of us onely, but allot us, - - : /.-/ 
Secondly, From our. raging lnſts.” As from | 
the ſlavery of Satan, ſo. from. the dominion of 
Te | fin. Row. 6, 14; By Chriſt we are freed from 
ne | the dominion. of '{\n, My brethren, Chriſt 
4 | doth not onely free us-from the damnarion, but 
ed | from the,domi7rion of fn; To be the ſervant 
en | of fin, is a moſt miſcrable ſlavery. Whata 
eh | mercy is it to be delivered from a maſter,whoſe 
\l work is dradgery ;' and whoſe wages is de- 
id #ultion | ſach a one is Satan, Would ttnot 
d | have pittied usto have ſeen the poor man 51 the 
»» | Goſpel, going up and down lng. jon tombs, 
6 and doing nothing but cutting and wounding 
4 himſelf? ſuch a one is every unſanctified per- 
> | fon; they goupand down wounding of them- 
Ee ſelves. And though they feel not their wounds 
» that ſin-gives them, yet there is aday coming, 
when (conſcience being awakened ) they will 
n feelit. Do you know,. my brethren, what the 
4 work is that fin fets us upon? it isto deſtroy 
8 our ſelves, Fohn 8, the 7ews, they plead that 
they were free z and what did our Savior tall 
| them of making, them free? Oh! but they 
- '] were- ſervants to their luſts, which was the 
- greateſt flavery, my brethren,to be under the 
7 power-of a mans luits, is a moſt perfect flave- 
ry. Dobut look upon a ſinner that hath an 
enlightned conſcience, . and ſee how he rends 
and tears, and is in a worſe condition-tha-the 
moſt woofull galley-ſlave that is inthe. world. 
And then he vows and covenants agaiutt his ſin, 
and.then his ſin eggs him on agaiv, and OP 


4 
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the bleſſed deliverance he hath wrought in us 57 
and this he will. perfect at the laſt day. - And 


by the way, you may ſee and try.-whether you. 


have any patt it| Chriſt or no. Why how may: 
we know it? are you delivered from your 


fins? though ſin be in you, is it there agaihſh 


»L 


your conſent ? if ſo, you are they whom Chriſt, 


dyed for. But ifit be in you 1n its dominion, - 


you have no patt nor portion in this matter; 
A man were better be the moſt perfect galley- 
ſlave in the world, than to be under the power : 
- fin, Now this Chriſt hath- delivered you 
om. | 


" Thirdly, From the flaming furnace. This y 


is another thing that Chriſt hath delivered yaw 
from, If the furnace heated to ſhew the terri-- 
bleneſs of Nebuchadnezzars rage was 10 hot; 
that it burnt up thoſe that caſt in the three chi 
dren; how hot is the furnace of the 'Almighry 
God, thatis kindled by him, great 7ivers- of 
brimſtone trunnicig out into it, and the breath of 
the Lord doth kindle it? Oh, you know not 


what 'tis to be damned ! you may know what 


tis to be lick or thelike; but you know not : 


what this word D A AN AT 10 N tneans. - 


z Theſ. 1.8, g.In-flaming fire, taking: ve 


AGE : 
ance on them that know not God, | &c;Who Teal : 
be puniſhed: with everlaſting deſtrultion"from\; + 
the preſence of the Lord, and fromthe: glary., 
of bis pawer. When we ſee wicked naen- wn 

Er. 


bis -conſeience fals upon him, Oh, this is'4- 

fad condition ! now this Chriſt hath delivered 
usfrom:. Sin will be 5» #4, but Chriſt hath pro-. 
miſed that it ſhall not ra97 i124, Andthisig 


' 


* I 


om. 
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under the Ter#ors F- atk GA: ; | 


4 

4. } wiſh for death;: that they might-know' what: 

A _ torment 19.2 as Spire and William Ro- 

s Oh, can youtell what this terrible fur- 
3 | nice oe infehiide is that which Chriſt/hath delivered: 

# | wfrom, - When Fconfider what this gulf cis; / 

7 F [cannot but wonder at my;ownand others tus! | 
F. pidity, ,that-we-are not :even; Fever, | 
t | the Lord'!-iftheterror of thek6rd be fo great; 

b | tharwhen he doth let out but a dfop fit u 

t, poor creatutehow, tertibles allthat-wt the 


ly JI treaſure of that wrath that is laid'up fortheun-! 
* | godly ! Romn25 18:97am. you! Thoſe widk- 
- | cdrichineti;there,: they hadz:as they dO0ghts 
r || hcapedup'treafutes of riches by/q 

2 Þ roor:: but the-Apiſtle tels:themithey na, ov 
+ Þ up rreuſiires of wrath,..> And/this:we:were all: 
5 born to, .\ha& not Chtittcut/o; the entail,-; cd: 
| man, woman, canſt think of - burning: for\ + 
= | verinthe firewf the Lotds'wrathy andngth 
praifing the Lord that thow art yetiout of hell 

0 bleſs the Lord: that) delivered thee from io 
creat adeath.: and hath endured ſych torments 
that thouninyſtibeſct- frek:;; He, did bear tha 
rodof »Gais'wra that thioit.mzyſt be ſoved ral 
al eternity.it»If Chrilt ! hid:nos Been, ' where 
had we been! -av-ithe- Sn of Guds,coming-#+ | 
mong thethree-childrem;>favedthem from bur- 
ning; ſo 'tis het 21 tis Chriſts,coming hath {a+ 
vcd us from-burnins._ in this flaming furnace; 
How terrible: this furnace 'is, you may, ſees 
Rev: T./the T he: fame ſhall drink, of the wine 
vf che wrath: of God, ' which is poured out with, 
vat mixture mmeo the Sip of hy, Ids grtdttonty 4 
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bs flralt be rorented with fire and brimſtons' F: | 
the preſence of the holy angels, 'andin the prev! 
ſence of the lamb': and the ſmoak, of their tors) 
ment aſcendeth up for ever and ever. And they. 
blve no reſb day nor night. O methinks the: 
very ſight of this fardave at a diſtance ſhould) 
ſtartle our Sonls;and make us lift up our hands,* 
andeyes, and ſouls and praiſe: the Lord, Oy 
methinks we that" are the redeemed of the) 
Lord; we ſhould ſtand together about the pit! 
and look down, and lift up our hearts an 
pralivthe Lord, . 
-  Fourthly, . From the King of tervors. He 
hath ſaved you, as-from- the Dewsl, ſo from; 
Death, Youknow death is the mortal enemy” 
ofrman, 'tis his great and laſt enemy : and now! 
this enemy hath Chriſt deſtro Now and delives: 
red us from, md. that both the ting _ 
onHry of (07:19 to :: 
<Firſt,) Aiunwrhe Ping of whack: He liadh 
fiot delivered vs from the &#roke of death, but; 
ke tiath from the- ſpp of death... | When the 
_ is _ Dries may hiffe,” but he can» 
- Death will put you intothe poſlſeſſis 
6fi 54 ew [Cheſt hath providedfor yout 
fo that death now! is' been. deſirable; now 


thitf for -you; that death: can-do.,: It will-at 
once deliver you' from fin and Satan, and gi 
youn a poſicſhion in heaven. The 4poſHe, looki 

__ deatl throvghChriſt,longs for death:hads | 
' deſire to depart &c,Phil.x ,2.3Fhis- —_ 
| robbet.through Chriſt is become oar greateſt 
Fain, That. which would have marr'd us-4or 


ever 
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ever, willnow make” usfor ever. - Othat thi 
King of terrors ſhould become defirable,what 
a mercy is this ! O my beloved, did you know 
what the tertors of death be. to an enlightned 
ſinner, you would account-it a great priviledge 
to be free from the ſting of death. Whenall 
his comforts are taking their everlaſting fare- 
well of him; you would accourit it a great fa[- 
vation then. |: When he ſhallfeel death putting 
in his cold hands, and pulling out. his heart, 
when he- ſhall ſee his houſe of -his body falling 
down about his cars, and he cannot ſtay there 
any longer ; - and he ſees the hell-hounds ſtand 
about him and waitirig upon him to carry him 
to Hell; © what hortor doth this work apont 
his heart-/ thishath Chriſt delivered us from. 
Death hath left its ſting in Chriſt, it can hart 'us 
no JofigEr:1i;! =41/ 55 11 bong)? £4) pager 
(Secondlyz) From the wittory of death. It 
is true we muſt Ilye-.in the gtave for ſome time; 
yet Chriſt willfetch us thence; in Fob#..6, He 
promiſeth no lefſe than four rimes, -1 will rasſe 
them up it the tft day.” ' And this is the fruit of 
his purchaſe; -1 Theſ. 4. 14. \ Chriſts reſur- 
tection is a certain pledge of ours;lo 1 Cor. 15, 
Therefore let us not fear death, but embrace 
it with comfort :' for death cannot touch: our 
ſouls : it-.cannot deliver -us over intothe ſtcond 
death. He that overcometh, ſhall nor be hnert 
of the ſecond death. Therefote let us notfear 
death but let out fleſh reſt i: hope. Wheti we 
dye, wemay-commit our bodies to theduſt' 
with comfort: it cannot hurtonr ſouls ; andif 
ſhall keepour bodies ar! 4 little while _ 
2 


| (128) -< 
God will receive our ſouls immediately; & out 
bodies after a little while. How doth Fob com-. 
 forthimſelf in this? 7kyow that my redeemes” 
liveth; and though after my skin worms deſtroy 
this, body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God, &e; 
Thus may we triumph over death,that in this 
fleſti we thall ſee God, And though death for 
the-preſent do make ſuch work upon us, and 
ca{t us into the grave, . yet the earth will be but 
the mould wherein we ſhall receive a glorious 
body,! ſo that death ſhall conduce to our great 
advantage. This is'no little vitory, to be'a- 
ble to. triumph with the Apoſtle. -O death, 
where is thy widtory' ?: This isno ſmall privi- 
ledge. Bleſs your redeemer for this priviledge! 
Vhata priviledge well this be, whenall the 
Sons;and daughters of God ſhall be brought 
forth and madeto ſtand up before him ? then it 
ſhall appeat that the grave was not able'to hold 
theni; - Thenwill they triamph, and fing ſongs 
of ſalvation, when they ſhall ſet their feet up- 
on their lalt enemy, death. | 
© - Secondly, It will appear what blefſed news 
this is, if you conſider, how he bath ſaved you. 
He hath ſaved you'two ways, by 9:2ght,and by 
mertt. | | | 
-Firlt, By merit, Brethren, your: ſalvation 
colt your redeemex dear, no lefs x/price than” 
his own invaluable. blood. O believer, look 
upenthy ſelf, art not thou a worthlefs thing to- 
be redeemed with the price of Chriſts blood? 
O: how fhould we+ admire the/goodneſs of 
Chriſt hcre- ? we are not worthy that+Chriſt 
ould ſpend one of his rhovg hrs upon a—_ : 
E 
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ſeſs that he ſhould ſpend his blood for ns.:* . © 
Seconly, By mivbr, my brethren, it was ab- 
ſolutely requiſite for our falvation, that our re-' 
deemer. as he ſhould be | of infinite mer:r, fo 
of infinite might, If he had nat been of infinite, 
merit, he could never have been purchaſer of 
heavenfor us. The ſoul of one man. is niore- 
worth than a whole world : and then what 
worth or value muſt that be of, thatis able to 
buy a world of ſouls? and yet this purchaſer 
muſt be able to buy heaven too : arid this hath 
Chriſt done for us, Could heaven and earth 
have done this? no, no, it would have broken 
them all if they had doneit; - But now Chritt 
hath done all for us : and therefore he ruſt 
be of infinite merit. Andinot infinite m merit 
onely but might too ! for he was to bear all 
the wrath of God, and to bring us off with 
victory. If the wrath of Gods finger be fo'in- 
tolerable, thatit makes poor creatures tocry 
out under it, what is the wrath of his loins? 
and if the wrath of God © againſt one mitts fo 
great, what is his wrath againſt fo many men? 
VVhen the price was laid down, the devil 
would not yield op his hold, till Chriſt 'muft 
come and caft him down, and pluck us'from 
him. - And therefore it was neceflary thatour-' 
redeemer ſhould: be 'of infinite power, #e 
bath deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil, Ah brethren,” we may'be- 
hold-the Lord Jefus Chriſt upon thecrofs,bow-- 


inghimſelf as Sampſon did, and pulling down 


the houſe 'about his,enemies, anJ carrying as” | 

way the poſts and all,” and ſetting us free.” This: 

1s our Sampſon that hath carryed all away, and 
K 3 | de, 
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deſtroyed our enemies for us. © The price wag \ 
ſfficient to ſatisfie the juſtice of Ggd. for us: 
but when the price was paid, and paid to Godz 
then Satan would not let us go : and therefore 
he muſt be overcome tog. - 

Firſt V/e, Is it ſuch bleſſed news that to ug 
is borna Savior? then my brethren, let thig 
ſtir you up to Foy and thankfulneſs tor this fg 
vation. Olet me hear you ſay with Aaryy 
my ſoul doth magnifie the Lord, my Spirit bath 
rejoycedin God my Savior, Luks 1,46. Bre-: 
thren, methinks you ſhould now meet your 
redeemer with ſongs of ſalvation. Methinkg 
you ſhould come forth to meet him, as they: 
did Saul and David, when they returned from 
their victory, the women came out, ſinging 
and dancing &c. and they anſwered one anos, 
ther as they played, ſaying, Saul bath flain his 
rhouſaud:, and David his ten thouſands. Th 
ſhould you meet your Redeemer, You ſhould 
go forth to meet him as Miriam and the wo-. 
men with her with timbrels and with Hanange, 
and ing unto the Lord, Exod.15.20, 21, 4 h 
brethren, with what joyful heart ſhould you 
welcome Jeſus Chriſt your Savior ! this is glag 
tidings to'all them that are ſaved by him.Bleſh 
ed be God that giveth us cauſe to triumph in 
him, 'Tis true, in many other things it goes: 
fad with us; bur here is cauſe always for us to. 
to triumph in Chriſt, for the Spiritual delive- 
rance that he hath wrought for you; whichs 
a ſure pledge that Chriſt will deliver you in. out-. | 
ward reſpects, How bleffed a rime was the 
year of 7ubile to the flayes that were _ 
| a on, by” 
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dage ? how did they reckon every. day; 


week till it came?how glad was that /aund thaf 
ſounded their deliverance? methinks I ſee the 
priſon doors open, and the: priſoners running 
out and crying, ſalvation to our God.'. Q mes 
thinks nothing but the ſongs of ſalvation ſhould 
be heard in your tabernacles.'-: Qlet not coms 
plaining be heard for outward calamities. 
VVhat are thoſe outward flea-bitings to that 
which our Savior hath delivered us from ?-go 
home and bleſſe the Lord : and what ever 4ll 
news you hear, let this comfort your -heatr 
that Chriſt hath made ſuch adeliverance for 


ou, | | 
7 Second Uſe, Is it ſuch bleſſed news &c-then 
this reproves our  unthauk fulnefs for Chriſs, 
and the news of Chriſt in the Goſpel. Oh 
brethren, hoy is it that the praiſe of our res 
deemer is no more in our hearts, and no more 
heard in our mouths ? how is it that we: can 
be ſo unmindful of, and v 1whankful for this Sa- 
viour ? hath God ſent usx Saviour, and ſhall 
not we be thankful for him ? It-is a great finto 
be unthankful for his creatares ; but bow much 
more to be untnankful for his Chriſt ? he hath 
given you. Chriſt, and what can he give you 
more ? how isit that you are ſo { in 
bleſſing the Lord for this mercy ? Weſr the 
Lord, O my ſoul, (faith David) and forget 
not all bis bene fits : that is, none ofhis 


If God had given you all this worlds goods, 
and had not given you Chriſt, what wouldit 
have done for you ?. what had itbeen, - but, 
ſmooth and pleaſatit way to hell? what if the 
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Lord: had given you honor, and. made youi 
brethrens theaf.. to. bow before "yours , and* 
hadnot- given you Chritt ; . what good would: 
it have done yay 2 if a man. were condemned: 
at London, tobe hang'd drawn and quartered. 
and were to be brought down into the Gouns. 
tryito be executed, and all his way ſhould be. 
ſtrowed with / rufhes, -and he attended with- 


Muſicians, what would all this have done him? 


O what ſhould we have done, if Chriſt had: 
had not ſtep'd in and ſived us! none could have: 
redeemed man but Chriit. Heaven and 'Hel};: 
and the Earth and the Sea would have faid it is: 
not in me-: all the things in the world could nes. 
ver have ſatisfied for our fins. Wilt thoulook © 


tothy brethren ? wilt thou lookto the angels z 


they could not-do it. The Spirits of jult men 


made perfect could not ſave themſelves : none 


could -do it but Chriſt : and can you be un-? 
mindful of this? the Heavens and the Earth : 
will be aſtoniſhed at this, if you are not thank- WW 


ful for it. | 
{in 


ny helps to it. X 
Secondly, Becauſe thankfulneſs is all zbar he 
expeits from us. | | 


Firſt, Becauſe he hath givcx us ſo many helps, 5 


All the calls and invitations of the Goſpel are as 


 ſomany helps to this duty.: But. more thaw 
theſe, he hath appointed a ſpecial day, anda | 


ſpecial ordinance. © 


* Firſt, A ſpecial day. The Sabbath day. 


Where- 
Y-F. -6 4% 


There are two things that will heighten this ' | 


Firſt, Becauſe Chriſt hath given you /o By | 


© 
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Wherefore was this day” changed ? but that | 


A -ou may be mindful of this mercy? > 
1d. (Secondly,) A ſpecial Orqinance.' Fhe Sa- 


crament of —_ is appointed upon this ac- 
count that we might remember "this mercy tq - 
our ſouls, | | | 
Secondly, It is much aggravated by this, 
th" WY becauſe rbis 7s all that be expetts from you, for 
0? FI all that he hath ſuffered for you.Chriſt hath 
4" MF done and ſuffered beyond all you can conceive, 
'- WM orl can cxpreſſe to you: and what Homage 
1; WY doth he now expect from you ? nothing but 
IS WF that you ſhould be thankful to him. And will 
cr WM you be unthankful now for this mercy ? This is 
k WF that he expects by way of rTequital and return, 
5 Wl that you be thankful, Had the Lord required 
n WF ſome greatthing of you, or ſome hard condi- 
e WF tion, if he would have dyed for you and re- 
- WF deemed you, would you not have done it? 
h- BW and how much more, now he hath done it,and 
= and requires no more but this, that you be 
| thankful ? had you lain but one million of years 
S I in hell, with what gladneſs would you have 
> W heard that ſound, that he would have redeemed 
-- & you? would you have ſtood upon the terms ? 
'- BY n0,no, any terms then thould have ſerved. 
p . Third V/e, Then prepare ro receive your 
Saviour, Ohif he be come, take heed that 
you receive him in. - Let him not complain of 
you as he did of his native Country-men the 
Fews, 'that he' came unto his own, and his own 
received him net, When this news come, 
that there was 4 Savior” born, one would have \ 
thought 
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thought that all the world ſhould have recej 
cd him with triumph : bt there was no room 
for himin all the world, but he was thruſt outih 
the r.. Let it not be fo with you. .... + 
| on, But how ſhall we receive bim? 

ſhew you whither and how. i 
Firſt. . Whither you ſhall receive him, 1e- 


Fan's 
* 
q. 


ceive him into your bearts ; not in your tal, ag 


he was at firſt, but into your parlour, ite 
to your hearts, Your parlour, is but a ſtable, 
Thou mayſt wonder that Chriſt will accept of 
thy heart,ſend the key of your hearts toChriſh, 
tet him take his choice where to lye : give him 
the upper room in your hearts, 4 
Secondly, How, or after what manner you 
ſhould receive him. 
(Firſt,) As the Centzrion did, humbly. 4 
an not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt come undey 
»y roof. So ſhould you receive him, with a 
deep ſence of your everlaſting unworthineſs, 
Receive him with a lively ſence of your ſing, 
that you have wronged him. ' This is a right 
receiving of Chriſt, when he is received pents 
tently, Thus did that woman entertain him. 
and Chriſt liked better of this, than of the 
Phariſee. Luke 7. She received Chriſt in hep 


heart, This is the entertainment, that he is | 


well pleaſed with : receive him thus, and this 
will be acceptable to him. Though thou haſt 
nothing at all in thee, but the ſence of thy no- 


thingneſs, Chriſt will be ſure to accept of this. - 


(Secondly,) Receive him, as Zacbers did, 


Foyfully, When Chriſt call'd him down from 


the 
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i» the tree; and told himthat ſalvation/was come Wc 


to his houſe, how glad was the mai hoart? 
Luke 19. O methinks1 ſee with what unſpeak- 
able joy he received him. He thought noe of 
Chriſt's coninges his houſe : his higheſtambi- 
tion was that he might have a fight of 'Chref:: 
and Chriſt ſees and takes natice; of it, andtels 
him that Salvation was core ro his houſe." © 
methiuks, I ſhould ſee thee looking as he did, 
when Chriſt will come this way where thou 
art, Why, now he is come in his ordinan- 
ces, now receive him joyfully, take him in- 
to thy heart, Let r joy break out, as the 
waters of Fordan did; or as when the Lord 
broke up the fountain of the great deep. Bre- 
thren, one would think, that one ſhould need 
no arguments to perſwade miſerable captives 
to receive a Savior. O how welcome wontd 
ſuch offers be to them that are in captivity ? 
Brethren, if ever you have ſeen your loſt con- 
dition without Chriſt, you cannot but receive 
him when'he is offered to you; O methinks 
this Name of F E S U $ ſhould be marrow to 
your bones, and wine to your hearts, and Myu- 
ſick to your ears, Oh as God hath,ſodo you. 
give him @ name above every name. This blefl- 
cd name, the name of Feſ#s,methinks it ſhould 
be as oynment poured forth upon you,giving a 


ſweet fmell. * 


Thirdly, Receive him as old Simeon did, 
believingly. You muſt claſp the arms of your 
faith about him. - O how ſweetly dig old Si- 


meon 


wear clafphim in his arms ? but you muſt thitk 
that hor claſp him more gladly in his wi 

 youwill but entertain him,Chriſt and Salvation 

come to every one inthis houſe. 


Fourthly, Take him fubmiſſively. 50 as 
to be ſubject to him. He hath wrought out 
Salvation for you; therefore let him rule over 


you. 


A Thankſgiving Sermon, 
preached on the 1oth, of 
Fuly, 1665.at Mr.R. Ms 
by Mr. Joſeph Alleine, &c- 
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Pſalm 147. 20. 


He hath not dealt fo with any Nation— 
praiſe ye the Lord, 


e ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael, a man 

* skilful in praiſes, doth begin and end 

this Pſalm with Alenjb. In the bo- 

dy of the plalm he- doth ſet forththe 

mercy of God, both toward all creaturrsini ge- 
neral in his common providence ; and towards 
his Church in particular. - So in this cloſe of 
the pſalm : He ſhtwerk bis word inno Jacob, 
md bis flatutes ro Iſrael He bath-not deale 
fo with any nation, In the criginal, 's he 
hath not dealt ſo with every nation. Thats, 
with any mation, In 


MES _ 7: "= 

Ini the Text you may obſerve a poſition, ati} #1 
a concluſton. A poſition. And that is, thay” 
Go deals itt a ing ilar way: of merey Withthis 
people: above all other people; And then 
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Concluſion, praiſe ye the Lord, _ 5 
Dot. That God deals int a ſingular way of 
mercy with his peopleand therefore expetts ſihs 
gular Praiſes from his ptople. * = 
+ God 'expects of his people, return of praiſe 
accorging to the mercy that they have received; 
. Hexthjah, Was & man riot altogether forgetful 
of the,mercy- of God; yet he rendred not 4t+ 
coriding to rhe benefit he fad received from 
God. Chri# expects that (2ath. 5. 47.) his 
diſciples ſhould do more than others:that ſeeing 
they do. receive more from him in a way of 
mercy they ſhould rerurn him the more praiſe 
and olory. 
The Application (my Brethren) 1s unto you? 
If God do expect that his people ſhould do 
morethan 6thers, ſee that you do accordingly; 
Let this be a provocatiort to you, my Brethreny 
_ toliftup your hearrs and voyces in the praiſes. 
ofthe Lord. V Vhat people doth the Lord ex: 
ect fuch returns from, as. from this people? 
ic hath not dealt ſo with any people, there- 
fore he expects - praiſes from you more than 
from any. other people. Therefore conſider 
with me : what the Lord hath done for [you 
more than: for any others, If we look aport 
our ſelves a+ common members of the natzong 
and ſo God hath done more for vs than for any! 
others: Orif we look upon our ſelves w:th 
reference to the particular place to which we be« 


longs 


& 


ut Þ he hath done for others, or, if we look upon 
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s © our ſelves 's fo onr particular perſons, Ged 


hath dealt with ug ſo, -as he hath not dealt with 
any other people. ww * $44: 
Fir, Let us look upon the mercies of God 
tous and the nation in common. Surely we 
may fay with the  P/almi#t, he hath: net dealt 
ſo with any nation. This 'is a land which he 
hath ſer. his heart upon, and watched over it 
from. one end of : the year to the. «ther,, I will 
not ſpeak of the outward mercies of this nations 
though we have a Land flowing with milk, and 
honey. 1 will ſpeak to ſpiritua/ bleſſings. Oh, 
(ct it be remembred-by us; what ſpiritual mer- 
aces we have had! how ſoon did the. Zord 
plant:the Goſpel withus ? and how-long hath 
it continued to us? what would 'the world 
have been withbut. the Goſpel? what, is the 
world without the Sn, but the beginning ot 
Hell as it were ? I may fay of you b{efſed are 
your eyes, for they fee: and blefſtd are your 
cars; for they hear. © Pſa. 89.15. Bleſſed are 
the peoplethat hear. the joyful ſonnd, they ſhall 
wathn the t:ght of bus conntenance, andin bis 
name ſhall they. rejeyee, None cantell what a 
blefling the Goſpel-is.. Bleſſed ;be: God 'who 
hath brought co light: immortality throngh the 
Goſpel,” Oh! - think: upon our - fathers who 
went into the land of forgetfulneſs.' by thou-+ 
fand's-and had-none to teach them. how 


| long hath the Goſpel continued here ? - we have 
it from good H:tory, that in the promgrive 
And 
when 


tunes the Goſpel-\-was planted hete, 
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when the Goſpel was again clouded by theinyg® 
fion of the bloody S4xonsgthat were heatheni| 
God was plafed to ſend” Miniiters again t@ 


propagate the Goſp2l, which was about 66 
yours after Chriſt, when Auſtin was ſent ove 
'ont Rome, Ar ſuldaifily after; God raiſed 
up famous preachers of the Goſpel. Wn 
An4 though God was pleaſed to ſuffer anos 


ther cloud to' cover the Goſpel; when Antis. 


chriſt prevailed; Godraifed up from one timg 
to another, ſome'to reſtifie againlt hin, and'to{ 
feal it with their blood. | 


But I ſhill more particularly ſpeak of theſgt 


fignal mercies of God to our nation. . Goo 
hath made this tration foal in mercy. Firlty 


In the multitude of ber converts. Secondly; In 


the honour"of her Sabbaths: © Thirdly; Inthey 
Crown of her Martyrs, Fourthly, The glory 
of her: Miniſters. Fifthly,. Her ſingular and 
choice deliverancesr. : ' 
" Fir t,In the wiltitutle of her converts, Heres 


it-God hath bleffed this nation above other na-*._ 


tions, aniherein we have cauſe to bleſſe the; 
Lord, Thete'is but little of the:profeſhon of: 


Godlinefs- in- other nations, 'to -what therein. 


in thisnation, tis a great glory toany place'or 
people to have # multitude.of converts horn'tyy 
God out of it. © This was the commendatiorni'of,, 
thoſe places, hat this, 414 that man was bor. 


there, Pſalm $5.4; 5, 6; This'is cauſe of ſings | 


lar joy an4- praife which they: were wont 'tof 

fing to the Lord in thoſe days with inſtruments 

of Muſick, 3 62 
SecoMly, 1x the honour of her Sabbaths 
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LY This is that, my Brethten, whete in the Zw;d 

hath vouchſafed ſingular favor to this nation 
Oh, bleſs God for honoring this nation with his 
Sabbaths as he” hath done : that they ſhould 
be ſo ſanified as they be. Nehemiah recko- 
neth this as a ſingular mercy of Godto them.So: 
Iſaiah 58.13. Thou ſhalt call the Sabbath a 
delight, and ſbalt honor it. If you honour 
tis them, they will be an honour and blefling r© 
oh. . EP ; | 

wy ; Thitdly; In: the Crown of her 'Martyrs, Ah 

* Þ Brethren, this is the Crown of glory upon the 
16 F head of England, that God ſhould raiſe up fo 
od) many Martyrs in this kingdome, of our fleſh, 
ity Þ and kindred: that there ſhould be ſo many 
In caught up like Elijah in fiery Chariots to hea- 
1e; F ven, Who can'tell of what effect their pray- 
'Y Þ ers and blood hath been for our good? {6 
4 Þ that according to that holy propheſie of Zarz- 
mer, when going to the ſtake, God hath lighted 
up ſuch a light by this as ſhall never be put 
out; 

Fourtlily, 1 the glory of her miniſters. Bte- - 
thren, I confeſs my ſelfnot worthy to ſpeak to 
you of the worth of this mercy; However 
vain men have accounted them the vff-/rouring 
of the world; &e. yet you whe hearts ate 
touched with the ſence of ſpirftual bleſſings, 
you muſt needs know and: underſtand,” tl 
Minifters of Chriſt riot onely to be the glor 
_ = _— butare 4 far honored as tobe 
aid to be the glory of. Chrift, 2 Cor.B, 23. 
Oh, eff: then L12d tis boy, tht he «5 
bleſſed en 5 i an G—_ 
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&y. Tis a Covenant-gift of Chriſt to hisChurghj) 


He gave ſome Apoſtles. ſome Paſtors and Teagh- 
ers, And 'tis- part: of the grand Leoacy that 
Chriſt hath bequeathed to believers in-the Gai 
ſpel; wherher Pant or Apollo all are yours; 
And though God hath now obſerved this mercy 
ye we may not forget former mercies. Neithet, 


ath God4eft-them unuſeful, you know,” nes - 


ther to your nor others ſouls. In this reſpeq 
FE may -boldly fay, God hath ner dealt ſo with + 
#y nagion. Thoſe that have had experience intrg 
velling other Countries have ſadly bewailed 
this, how little heat and vigor there is inthe 
labor of the Minifters abroad, in other nationg 
for themolt part. | | 

Fifthly, Jn ber. ſingular and choiſe delive: 
rances; Herein hath God dealt-with us fig+ 
zally, I would that all thoſe mercies might be 


remembred by us this day to our foresfarthers 


for they were our-mercies though not in our 
days. Oh, what a mercy was if that God did 
deliver us fromthe Spaniſh invaſion; This mer- 
cy was our mercy and therefore we may not 


forget it, And then-when- they thaugt to ds | 


that. by plor,. whatthey could not do-by: force | 


in the powdcr-plor,: when they were like to cut 


off the” neck, of our nation at-onetblow.: . Gal | 


was pleaſed you know to prevent it juit at the 
nick of time, and'bring it npon. their own heads 


Oh, whatcaufe, have: we to: bleſs. the. Lord, 


who ſaved us from{b-cruel a bondage; as ngib 


ther we nor our fathers were-able to bear Þ 


- Qh forget not ſuch'a mercy «wherein. God hath 


broken | 


| 
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wers | broken the yoke and brought inthat lightthatHg 
rehb;! © hath commanded into the nation. revs 


Secondly,If we com zearer,&&look upon the 
hat | Place of our deſires, you ſhall find that he hath 
Gas © not dealt ſo with any other place. If you confts 
we, © der it, in the long conrrunance of your Mini- 
rey, | fry. The powerful ſacceſs of the Goſpel. ' In 
ner, | the peace and unny of its profeſſors, ' In the 
ek N perry and variety of its provefion.In the ſtrange 
eQ I preſervation of your liberty, Inſerving you by 
7 a © your enemies Counſel, In eminent and gracious 
rs © 1et1rns of [your prayers, . in keeping you from 
led Þ ths Eccleſiaſtical Courts, Inyour glorious Sat- 
the Þ vations and deliverances, Put. theſe nine 
"Ng ras + together, and tell me whether God hath 
 & dealt ſo withany place as with this place, - 

Ve- Firſt, Inthe long continuance. of your Ali- 
ie. BY niſtry. Forty years was God ſtriving with 7/- 
e ©] r7acl, but many more years hath God been ſtri- 
«1B ving with Taunton iu the powerful preaching 
ur F of the Goſpel, We read of Gods comming 
lid F the firſt and: ſecond year, and finding no fruit, 
er- Y would have cut it downthe third, had not the 
dreſſar prayed for it. But 'tis not three years; 
but threeſcore years that God hath come waits 
ing 'olf Taunton , notwithſtanding all their 
praying, and their great uriprofitgblenels for 
the greateſt© -part of them. 'Þ beſeech you 
think ofit. Is it a little metey ? there afe marry 
of you that have been bor: and bred under the 
powerful preaching of the Goſpek;- Look -ap- 
ori many other places, and-how many may 
you ſceleft to 'biind guides? Oh, bleſs God 
that you kave-fiot beett bred up under ſuch 
L 2  Mini- 
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Miniſters, and in ſuch places. It was the lot 
of many, and it might have-been your lotto 


have been brought up there. 


How many places won; #05 look: upon x | 


gain, where there have been excellent -24- 
wiſters, and they have been flocked to from all 
about : but God hath put out thoſe lights, and 
now if you come there, you ſhall ſcarce find 
the very foot eps of Religion. And God might 
have done ſo to you, but God hath ſent you 
one Miniſter after another , one out of one 
Country, another out of another for you, Oh 
blefſe the Lordfor it. 

Secondly, In tbe powerful ſucceſs of tbe Go» 
ſpel. Trueitis, and ſadly to be bewailed;the 
Goſpel hath not had ſo deſired an efficacy * but 
however, we muſt not forget Gods ſignal 


and ſingular mercy to this place,” in that he 


hath brought /o many to the profeſſion of his 
Goſpel. Oh, how many Pariſhes are there 
where profeſſors are ſo thin, that they are for 
figns and wonders, to be pointed at ? Oh bleſs 
the Zord that he hath caſt your /ines in that 
place, where there are ſo many to ſtrengthen 
your hands. How doth David bemoan himſelf 
m the want of this mercy, that he dwelt in the 
rents of Kedar ! you might have lived out in 
thoſe places and Pariſhes where you might 
have had none to help you. | : 

Thirdly, Iz the peace andunity of its pros 
feſfſors. Here in God hath been ſingular in his 


mercy. This is a mercy not ſlightly to be vas. 


lued. Do but look abroad into other Cities 
and Towj:5,and ſee what work there hath been 


by 
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: 3 


(1459 _ 

by the breaches that have been made one upon 
another, Oh, do but conſider the miſchiefof 
frife and contention, _ you will be reifloy 
raiſe, Fam.'3, 16, Where envying an fe 
5 chord is every evil work, * Ohbleſſe ne 
that the hearts of believers have been made one 
in this place, Pal. 133.1. How good and 
beautiful is it to ſee Brethren dwell rogerber 51 
unity ? bleſſe the Lord you his people, becauſe 

the Lord hath bleſſed bis people with peace, 
Fourthly, 1n the plenty and variety of its pro- 
viſion. -Ohremember this this day, and for- 


pet not how God hath provided for you all a+ 


ons : and that at that day, when youdidac- 
count that all was cut off... How little did we 
dream of fuch a mercy ? had any told us then 
of theſe things, we ſhould have replied as that 
Lord did, behold if the Lordwould make win- 
dows in heaven might this thing be ? Ah Bre- 
thren, ſhould 'it have: been 'told. you before- 
hand that for ſo many years after that faral day 
you ſhould ſpend ſo many Sabbarhs in the war-" 
_ God, and ſo many Sermons in :one Sab- 
bath and ſo many 24:nfers ſent to. you, and 
ſo many Sacraments to feed you as you have 
had, you would have been ready to ſay, if the 
Lord ſhould open windows in heaven coutdthis 
rhing be? and yet all this God hath donefor 
you. Oh bleſſe the Lord for thismercy:! 
Fifthly, 1» the ftrange preſervation of your © 
Liberty. Herein hath God-beenfi ib-bis 
mercy to you; hath not Chrif fulfilled his 
word to you, he that lofeth bis life for my ſake, 


eep 
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keep ir 2 you hw hazarded your nic 
have kept them.” ''Many; have declined: 
duty to preſerve their liberty ; but bleſſed 
Ged that you have adventured your liberty 
God hath kept you in-ſafety. Indeed, I can 
give-you no time of your liberty : but I can.aþ 
ſure you that-if you loſe it for him, you ſhall 
gain. by your lofſe. Methinks Chriſt ſays ty 
us as to his diſciples,wher / ſent you forth withs 
out ſhooes or ſerip; lacked ye any thing ? and 
they ſaid, nothing : ſo here, when Jap have 
gue forth adventuring your liberties forChrifhy 

ave you loſt them 2youmult ſay,-no.. 


- Sixthly, 1n ſerving you by your encinies Conn: 


fel. How viſibly! hath Gad turned what the ex 
ney. intended. for ev;/, to be Lood to us : ? {© 
wemay ſay as Foſeph to his Brethren, as fur 
you you thought evil to me, but God meant ut fot 


00d.  Youknow how they have deſpightful- 
{yxemoved the-24ag3ftracy of the-place; but 
behold how'much the Zord-hath- turned it fot. 
'your good ! /hadthe by: ſet up a Adaviftracy, it 
had” been:the lofle of your liberty. .' Theyhad 
_ aſpightfal eye:upon you; andit-was thought 
that Taunton long agone would have been-toq 
hot for her inhabitants;& yet behold what free- 
dome and liberty-we have-lived in! behold, 
21en curſe, but God hath'bleffed us the more: 
Oh, how ſtrange a thing is this that'you ſhould 
eat afid drink in peace !- and go: forthand'ceme 
in.in peace ! that: you | ſhould attend the ordi: 
NANnCES z#7 gh $1 
Seyenthly, -/» eminent and gravions returns | 
fo Your proers.' Brethren, this'4s not £0 = | 
for- 
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forgotten this day. | wy ras of prayers; ds SA 


certainly call ws (2p returns: of praiſe;--It 
hath been obſerved by thoſe 'that have bin lon- _ 
ger with.you, than L;that they-never remember 

that God was 'earteſftly ſought ubto for any 
particular mercy inthis place but he did ſend 
viſible return; except once, when if God had 
ſent you an anſwer according” to your - prayer, 
it had been the hazzarding ofthe people of G'od 
in this place. So that I may fay to you, what 
people is likg to you, who have God ſo near utt- 
70 you in all that you bave called. upon. him 


for ? £18 


 Eighthly, i» keeping you from the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts. This' is a mercy that we ſhould 
be mindful of. Indeed all along the Church- 
malignant, have been one of the perſecuting 
enemies of the Chxrch of God. . "Witneſfthe 
Scribes and Phariſes. Witneſs the Fews, who 
were all a long the ſtirrers up of: men againſt 
the Church, And ſo in divers prelatical men 
of late. Nay, and at this day, through'thgy 
rigour of theſe Conrts, eſpecially in ther 
Counties,many ſtand excommunicated : many 
are threatned with Writs, ' and ſome taken and 
caſt into priſon for term life, unleſs God raiſe 
ſom unexpected means. Now of all places one 
would ha ve thaught that we ſhould have been 
dragged to priſon /by them. :' And yet you ſee 
how God hath preſerved us. + - + 
Ninthly, 1z your glorious Salvations and de- 
liverances, ' Oh, my Brethren remember and 


forget not the dealings of God with chis place. 
Let Geog hear of it throughoutyour praiſes one 
©” gs this 
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this day, what he hath done for you, in fayiny 
youwith ſuch wonderful Salvation.The Sword, 
and Famine, and Plague, and Fire have been | 
upon you to confame you z and yet. you are 
here to blefſe the Lord at this day, methinks 
the Lord cals upon you asin Micah. 6.5. 0 
my people, remember now what Balaak King of 
Mvbab conſulted,* and what Balaam the-Son 0) 
Beor anſwered him, from Shittim «10 Gilgal, 
that you might know the righteouſneſs of the 
Lord. Such is the Language of the Lord to 
you. Remember now what thine enemies con» 
ſulted againſtthee:howthey had gathered them 
ſelves againſtthee and beſieged thee,and did re- 
ſolve to devour thee with thy children, and not 
to leave thee one ſtone upon another, O-re- 
member my people when your houſes were 
on fire,and the Plague in the ftreet,and the wid- 
dows crying,and the children fatherleſs crying, 
Ah ! pittiful condition. O remember riow how 
I have helped thee, that thou mighteſt know 
that 1 am the Lord thy Savior. oh 

Thirdly, If we come yet nearer, and look 
upon our -ſelves with reference to our particu- 
lar perſons, as we are Chriſtians, and ſo God 
hath done more for us than he hath'don for any 
others beſide, therefore praiſe you the Lord. . 

And here I am in ſuch a field that I know pot 
the way out, you are the members of Chriſt, 
the children of your father which is in heaven: 
what hath God done for you ! O you that fear 
the Lord, praiſe the Lord, You may ſtand 
amazed to ſee what the Lord hath wropght 
for your ſouls. This is the Life of all, when 
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you can remember the everlaſting loving kind- 
neſſe of God to you. O friends conſider now, 
you that are the Lords peculiar people conſt- 
der what God hath done for you above allother 
le, | ; a 
 Confider he hath made you, the people of his 
choice. The pillats of his name. 'The kg 
of bis glory, The Temples of bus preſence. 
Trumpets of his praiſe. The men of his Coun- 
ſel, The 'Fewels of his Crown. The Inberi- 
rors of bis Kingdom, Herein God hathdone 
more for you then for others : and ſhould not 
you do more than others? look upon theſe 
things, and ſee then whether you ſhould not do 
more for God than others, | oF 
Firſt, Ton are the people of bis choice, when 
others are but the refuge. You are the pillars 
of his 2ame, when others are: but broken-and 
uſelefle por-ſheards. Youare the veſſels of his 
glory, when others are the veſſels of his wrath. 
Yon are the Temples of his preſence, when o- 
thers are the ſtyes of uncleanneſs. © Vouare the 
Trumpets of his praiſe, 'wherothers are the in- 
ſtruments of «righteouſneſs, You are the men 
of his Counſel, when others are ſtrangers and 
Aliens. You are the Fewels of his Crown, 
when others are but” the droſſe and lumber. 
You are the Inheritors of his Kingdom, when 
others are the -Sons of perditiony, Look' over 
theſe things, and ſee what God hath done for 
you more than he hath done for others. © 
But methinks, I ſee ſomething that will ſpoil 
and damp all. Oh, fays the poor ſoul, Iam 
afraid that this is not my right. I ſhould _ 
| the 
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the Lord indeed were I ſure that all thiswer 


mine.. How {hall I know that this is my-cogr 


dition ? 


Now leſt anbeleif and diſtruſt ſhould damp 


your Joy, and ſpoyl your work of praiſe,.let 
me ſhew you to whomlI ſpeak : and let you 
know, how you may know that youare thoſe 
that I ſpeak to, Let me_ ſhew you in two 
marks, whereby you may come certainly to 
know it - you may know it by your Cares,and 
by your Comforts, What is your chief. care 
and your chief comfort ? look upon your ſelves 
and jndge of your ſelves by theſe two marks., 

Firſt, By your Cares, + Brethren, what. is 


the chief care of your heart? what is it that 


lies with moſt weight, upon your heart ;? or 
that you do. proſecute with-moſt care in your 
life 2 you are the people of God-if this be your 
great care, topleaſe God, eſchew ſin, and ſave 
your ſelves, If this be your great care, then 
you are the men.., Methinks this ſhould not 
be ſo hard to be diſcerned, Doſt thou not 
wy what is the main ſcope and drift of thy 
ite ?. | 


Firſt, To pleaſe God. 1If this be your great 


endeavour whether you are-preſent or abſent, | 


alone or in company,that you may-pleaſe God, 
| this4s the true diſpoſition of Gods ſervants, 


* 


ay — — ww 


Do - you, ſtudy to watch over your hearts Þ- 


as in Gods fight ? and carry it in;your 
| lives as of ſincerity and in the fight of -God ? * 
| I of love, | 

and work of faith ( that is, working faith) ahd | 
your-. 


2 Cor. 1, 12. and 2. 17. Is your 
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your patience of hope ( in 
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not in vain-glory but in ſincerity ? do you ſtu- 
dy ſoto walk as to approve your hearts to 
God, that you" ——_ - a a that 
ou might do thoſe things that are p in 
ig Gghr 7 then know and be aflured Corp 
are the people to whom this doth belong. If 
God ſay well done, you have your heart$de- 
fire, let the world ſay what they will to you. 
Secondly, To eſchew ſin. This was Fobs 
character, that he was a man fearing God and 
eſchewing ſin, Fob 1. 8. This was: Davids 
mark, that he did wot regard iniquity' ty bis 
heart Pſalm 66. 8, This was that did comfort 
Paul, as the ſure evidence of | his fincerity, 
though he did evil many times, . being .over- 
taken with temptation,  yet- be allowed it not, 
Rom. 7. -18, Brethren, what is your greateſt 
fear ? do youſtudy duty more thanſafry? do 
you fear ſin more” than danger ? do you keep 
up a conſtant watch ink ſin, all fin, little 
ſins, ſecret ſins, heart ins, eſpecially are-you 
afraid of your conſtstution-ſin,- your ſweet lin ? 
And-do you proſecute againſt this ith double 
diligence ? Ss Eon. | 
. Thirdly, Jo- ſave. your ſouls, This was 
P auls care, 1 Cor. 9. latter end. - 7 therefore. 
ſorun,' not 4s uncertainty : ſo fight 1, not 4s 
one that beareth the Air but I keep under my 


* body and bring it into ſwbjeltion left that by any 


means when'] have preached ro others 1 my ſelf 
ſhould be a caſt away. He was one that was 
in good earneſt he did run as one ina race : and 
Eghtas png for his life ; and all leſt he ſhould 

| come. 
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eome ſhort of that falvation, that he had 
hed'to others. So Phil. 3.13, 14. One 
rhing I do——1 preſs toward the mark, for the 
price of the high-calling. His eye was upon 
the Crown of Life. And this is ſo far from 
ſinful mercenarineſs, that 'tis made the condi 
tion of eternal Life : that they are ſuch whoby 
patient continuance in well doing,ſeck_for glory 
bonor, :mmortality ; eternal Lit, Rom. 2. 7. 
Now Brethren, what ſay you to this ? what is 
your great care, andwhat is your great enquiry 
that you enquire after ? Is it what ſhalll dots 
be richor great ? Is it with the carnal compa- 
ny, who will ſhew us any good? any outward 
good, a good bargain or the like, or with him 
Lord lift thou up the lightof thy countenance up- 
07 ud, As the convert in the 4&s, Szr, 
what muſt I do to be ſaved? howlſhallI ſecure 
my foul? what can you ſay tothis! Do you 
firſt and above all ſeek, the Kingdom of God? 
RG As you may know it by your 
cares. ſo by your comforts, Is it the great 
comfort of your lives to converſe with God ?_ 
and is he your portion and treaſure ? a mans ' 
treaſure may be known by his heart. Ig 
it that that doth yeild the Cweeteſt com- 
fort and content to your hearts ? are your 
fweeteſt hours, the hours that you ſpend with 
God? do you never more enjoy your ſelves, 
than when you moſt enjoy God. And is this ' 
your ordinary frame, except in a time of temp- 
tation, or under deſertion ? and when is 0- 
therwiſe are you out of your center, and can- 
not be quiet till you be otherwiſe? Is Cod 
| | your 
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your refuge and riches, your portion, your 
principal choice, your” Treafute? anddo you 
bleſs your ſelves in him? cati you ſay” thete is 
more gladneſs in your hearts, in the favor and 
enjoyment of God, than when the Corn and 
Wine and Oyl inereaſeth? de you indeed pre+ 
fer # day in bis Courts, before « chouſandinthe. 
pleaſures of the wicked, and tents of wicked- 
zeſs ? Wit be thus with you habitually, then 
you bear upon you the certain charaQters of 
_— _—_ Pe rejoyce = with joy un-. 
peakeable and full of glory, your 
/ Fw in him : for Fl Ys things that Ifhall 
ſpeak of, belong to you. And _—_— 

nd it thus with you; then apply to your ſe 
theſe following -comforts.. And blefſe your 
ſelvesin your Godzhe hath done more for you, 
than for any others, 

Firſt, Tow are the people of his cboice, when 

others are but the refuſe. O my Brethren, 1 
may ſay to you,as God faid to 1ſrae! by Moſes, 
Dent.7.6. For thou art a boly people unto the 
Lord th God, the Lord thy God hath choſen 
thee to be a ſpecial people to bimſelf,, above all 
people of the earth, This is your caſe, I be- 


ſeech you Chriſtians, erect you faith, and let 


not your conſideration be idle. "Hear him 
ſpeaking thus to you, as in Exod. 19. 5. Tox 
ſhall be a peculiar treafure unto me above. all 
people, for all the earth is mine,” Ahy- bcloved 
I muſt call upon you to rejoyce in the Lord : 
and again mult I call upon you to rejoyce : and 
liftup your heads before the Lord ; younre 
the choſen veſſels of the Lord, What ! will 


you 
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you hear theſe things with low Aﬀections and - 
common hearts: Do you believe or doyou 
not? -If you do not, why are you called Chrsſtis. 
ans? If you do, Oh what an extaſic of Joy 
ſhould your hearts be raifed too ? Oh look ups 
on the miſerable condition of the mon 
world, the reprobate world ! look down, a 
ſee what burnings do betide them ! better fox 
them that they had never been born. And 
ſhall it but a little affect you that God hath ſes 
perated youfrom them all ? I may fay of youg 
as the Apoſtle doth with thankfulneſs of hig 
Theſſalanians, 2. Theſſ. 2.13. We are boundto 
give thanks to God for you Brethren, beloved 
of the Lord, becanſe God hath from the begin+ 
ning choſen you to Salvation. - Oh how thould 
ou bleſs theLord for his eternal purpoſe, whicly 
he purpoſed toward you, =_ 1.4. Olet 
free grace now be exalted,hath God made you, 
a mean believers)to bethe choice of his heart, 
and will you hear this with little and low affec+ 
tions, as if it did but little concern you, when. 
you are the people of Gods choiſe ? 'Oh how 
did Chriſt bleſs the Lord for you ! and ſhould 
not you for your ſelves? he was tranſported 
with Joy for this, Luke. 10.21. Herejoyced 
in ſpirit and ſaid Father 1 thank thee that thow 
haſt bid theſe things fromthe wiſe and prudent 
and haſt made them known to babes, Andhe 
calls upon his Diſciplesto rejoyce in this; re-/ 
Joyce not in this that the devils are made ſubjet# 
70 you : but rejoyce in that your names are writs 
zen in heaven, Your names are written in the 
kmbs book of life, while others are m— 
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the Earth. What! are there, but:few-ehoſen- 
in the world, and are you. /ome of thoſe few ? 
and will you not rejoyce unthis? Oh rejoyca 
in this. God ſpeaksof your priviledges as if 
they: were already come, Heb, 12, 22. 58 
you are come to: montnt Sion, to the Chureh of 
the living Gag, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to 
an inumerable company of angels, to the general 
aſſembly, and Church of the fir ft-born, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the judge of 
alland to the ſpirits. of. juſt men made perfett, 
and to Feſus the mediator 'of the New Cave- ' 
24ant. 

- Secondly, You are the pillars of bisname, 
when others are but broken, uſeleſs por ſpeards. 
My brethren, God hath raiſed you up for quite 
another end, than he hath others. You know 
what the Zord ſpeak of Pharaoh, Exod. 9. 16. 
Andin every deed for this cauſe bave I rasſed 
thee up, to ſhew in thee my power, that my 
ame may be declared throughout all: the earth. 
That God might ſhewin him the power of his 
wrath and ſeverity. But now beloved, you 
are raiſed up for another- end, . that yourmay 
bear up the name of God, and: be the inftru- 
ments of the glory of God before all men. God 
hath no-active glory from the reſt of the world. 
But yon are the people whom God hath raiſed 
up on purpoſe for his» name and for his glory, 
2 Sam. 18.18, Abſolomy. weread had taken 
and reared a pillar for-himſelf: and-he called 
the pillar after his own name. Thus hath the 
Lord God erected you as pillars: to keep up 
bis name inremembrance:For the unreaſonable 
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you hear theſe things with low Aﬀections and” 
common hearts. Da you believe or doyou | 
not? -If you do not, why are you called Chrsſti« 
ans? If you do, Oh what an extaſic of Joy ' 
ſhould your hearts be raiſed too ? Oh look ups 
on the miſerable condition of the periſhi 
world, the reprobate world ! look down, w 
ſee what burnings do betide them !. better fox 
them that they had never been born, And 
ſhall it but a little affect you that God hath ſe- 
perated youfromthem all ? I may fay of youy 
as the Apoſ#e doth with thankfulneſs of hig 
Theſſalanians, 2 Theſf. 2.13. We are boundts 
give thanks to God for you Brethren, beloved 
of the Lord, becauſe God bath from the begins 
ning choſen you to Salvation. - Oh how ſhould 
you bleſs theLord for his eternal purpoſe, whicty 
he purpoſed toward you, Eph. 1.4. Olet 
free grace now be exalted,hath God made you. 
(I mean believers)to beqthe choice of his heart, 
and will you hear this with little and low affec- 
tions, as if it did but little concern you, when 
ou are the people of Gods choiſe ? "Oh how 
did Chriſt bleſs the Lord for you ! and ſhould 
not you. for your felves? he was tranſported 
with Joy for this, Zuke. 10.21. Herejayoed 
in ſpirit and ſaid Father I thank thee that thow 
haſt bid theſe things fromthe wiſe and prudent 
and haſt made them known. to babes, Andhe 
calls upon his Diſciplesto rejoyce in this : re-: 
Joyce not in this that the devils are made ſubjett 
to you : but rejoyce in that your names are writs 
ten in heaven. Your names are written in the 


hmbsbook of life, while others are —_ - 
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inthe world, and are you. ſome of: thoſe few ? 
and will you not rejoyce inthis?. Qh rejoyes - 
in this, God ſpeaksof your priviledges as if 
they: were already come, Heb, 12:22. ut 
you. are come to. mount Siow, to the Chureb of 
the living Gag the heaventy Jeruſalem, and te 
an inumerable company of avgels, to the general 
aſſembly, and Church of the firft-born, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the judge of 
alland to the ſpirits. of. juſt men made perfeit, 
and ta Feſwus the medrator of the New Cave» ' 
nant, 

-. Secondly, You are the pullars of bis name, 
when others axe but broken, uſeleſs por ſbeards. 
My brethren, God hath raiſed you up for quite 
another end, than he hath others. You know 
what the Lord ſpeak of Pharaoh, Exed. 9. 16. 
Andin every deed for this cauſe have Irasſed 
thee uſp, to ſhew in thee my power, that my 
name may be declared throughout all the earth. 
That God might ſhewin him the power of his 
wrath and ſeverity. But now beloved, you 
are raiſed up for another end, . that you-may 
bear up the name of God, and be the inftru- 
ments of the glory of God before all men. God 
hath no-active glory from the reſt of the world. 
But yon ate the people whom God hath raiſed 
up on purpoſe for, his- name and for his glory, 
2 Sam. 18.18, Abſolom,. wetead had taken 
and reared a pillar for-himſelf: and-he called 
the pillar after his own-name. Thus hath the 
Lord God erected you as pillars to keep up 
bus name inremembrance.Fox the unreaſonable 
Crea- 


ERS os, 
Creatures they t; butby dumb and filent 
hinifs ro man, praiſe their Creator. For the. 
ungodly, they do the contrary, they diſhonor_. 
his name. And were it hot for you, the name” 
of God would not be kept up in the world.God 


would be caſt out, and the very remembrance: | 


of him out of his own world. Ohmy brethren, 
I may fay of you, of every one of youthat are: 
believers, as God ſpeak concerning Paxl, Att; 


| 9. 15. Tot are -choſen veſſels: to bear Gods 


name before the world. Alas! for others ! of 


how little uſe are they in- the world ? this is a: | 


miſerable caſe to be of no uſe ; better to have 
zo being than to be of zo #ſe. How contemp- 
tible doth the Lord ſpeak of that wicked King 
Coniah ? he calls him a deſpiſed broken Idol; 
Such a kind of one is every unſantified perſon, 
they are but as broken uſeleſs pot-ſheards : let | 
them be ſo ag as they will, yea they are 
worſe than for no purpoſe, they are for bad 
purpoſes. Oh, what cauſe haveyou then to bleſs 
the Lord, that you are the people that muſt 
bear up his name ? | *: 
Thirdly, You are the veſſels of bus glory, 
when others are the veſſels of his wrach; you 
are not as others, veſſels of wood and ſtone ; - 
but you areall veſlels of gold and ſilver : veſſels 
not to diſhonor, but to honor, Veſſels ſaniti- 
fied, and made meet for the Maſters uſe, and 
prepared for every good work, 2. Tim. 2.20,21, © 
Ah brethren,read {) rejoyce with trembling) 
what is written, Row, g. 18. oward, where- 
the Apoſtle lively ſets forth this great diſtin&ti- 
on, He bath mercy on wham he will have mers: 
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ty, ntl whim he will he hardenich. Hatch 
not the potter power over the” clay to makg one 
veſſel ro hanor and another to diſhowor ? What 
if God willing to' ſhew his wrath and to make his 
power known, endured with meh lon; Peering | 
the veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruttion':+ and 
ght make known the riches of bis glory 


Fo 


. 


that he-mu —_ 

on the veſſels of mercy whit 4d af ore prepa- 

red wnto glory ? Ah brethied, fr hav 

veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruftion, you are 

veſſels of mercy, veſſels of glory made for this 

blefſed uſe and ſervice that you may be the ins 

{truments of Gods glory and mercy before the 

world : that God may take youand fingle you 

out at the great day, when you ſhall be ſeve- 

red as 4 nian ſevereth the ſheep from the goats. 

God ſhall take you and ſingle 'you our before 

the world, and tell the world; what a Godcan 

do for a poorereature : to make you the moriu- 

ments of his magnificence and bounty, to ſhew 

how he could exalt the duſt ofthe earth; -Fhis 

is the uſe you: ſerve for in the world. Donot 

live as if you were made for little-'th i and 

for little uſe : you are made fot this uid; that 

you ſhould be veſſels to have the in- 

finite fulneſs of God pounhg into-you, 'as veſ- 

ſels ſtanditg by for the ſame purpoſe, and run- 

ing over to all-eternity. When you ſhall be 

ever full and 'running over- with the glory of 

God, Whenthe Al-ſuſficiency of God ſhall be 

for ever emptying- it ſelt-into-you. How is it: 

that God hears no. more-of 'you ?- hath he done 

ſo for any other? no," he hath - prepared them 

for veſlels of wrath on whom he will þe pour- 

ing out his wrath to a'l eternity. Both of 
= theſe 


(158) : o 
theſe veſlels were made of one ſort of clayzand | | 
yet lee _ difference here .is that free:grace 
, en Mmgae, : BD. 
.._ Fourthly, Youare the Temples of bis pre. | ; 
ſence, when others are the tyes of uncleanneſs, 
Goddoth livein you, and walk, in you: thisiy þ ; 
the boner that God doth put upon you. The 
—_ tels you, that you are Gods beuſe, 
Heb: 3. And God ſayes of you his ſpiral 
houſe, as he did of the Typical houſe, (forthy 
ſence belongs more to the thing typified, they 
t6 the houſe,): 1 Kings 9. 3, Godiays of eyes: 
ry believer as of that houſe, Ibaue hallowed. 
rbis howſe to put my name there farever., Anil 
wine eyes and my heart ſhall be there perpetually. 
Thus doth God for thee believer , that art his 
houſe. Orasvitis in, 2 Kings 21. 7, [nihs 


houſe end in Feruſalem which-[ have cboſex ol 
ef all che Tribes of Iſrael wilt I put my name far 


ever. . That was buta __ Temple, youare 


the rcal Temples of the holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 6; 
19.. What, know yeu vot that your body us the: 
T emple of the holy 'Gboſt which is in you, which 
Fe have of God; and ye are not your own?-every 
believer, is a real Fexple wherein God is & 
ſpecially preſent; 1q 1 Cor. 3. 16. Know you 
not that you are 'the Temple of God? and that 
the ſpirit of God dwellethin you ? Brethren, i 
you indeed believe, methinks this priviledgs 
fhould be matter of unſpeakable-'Jay to you. 
What/art thou of no meaner aſe mea tn to be 
2 habitation of Gogl through the ſpirit 2. WhatY 
artthou a Temple for God to dwell in ? wilt 
' God: make of this Soul a Temple, where.all 
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maririet of laſts have dwelt ? and fay of thy 
foul, here will I dwell for ever, this i is my reſt 
for I have deſired ir? Oh, adore the riches of | 
| Gods condeſcending grace? others are the | 
| veſſels of nncleanneſs, the coffins of rottenneſs; 
in whom Seton hath ſet up his throne; 'tis true 
df every wicked man, what God (ayes of Con:- 
ah, Fer. 22: 28, "He is aveſſet wherein 1810 
Meaſure, He is a veſſel of the moſt noiſome fil. 
wy inthe world. : | ba rae 
Fifthly, You are the tr unpers 6 
vice are the en ma x unrs 
ouſneſs, O what baſe uſe are the oboe pus 
too, in their bonds of wickedniefs *to the worſt 
of dradgery. They are the veſſels of fin, and 
ſaves of Satan, Rem. 6. 16. a miſerable fer- 
vice ! thisis z miſerable Maſter indeed ! fone 
WI have ſuch miſerable lives as thoſe who Nevorks 
for work of fin to do. Why, would ie not pity 
EY ones heart to ſee a coinpany of poor Creatutes 
& laboring and toy ling for their own ruine ? to 
he - them rugging and freathiofard at,it were 
bo oy ney faggots for their own butt 
Wing is is thatthe Ott are "they 
EM are but treaſuring vp the wrath of God again 
OY themſelves at the laif day, they ate but carry< 
pl ng together faggots and fewel for their vw 
A uri 
4 Ther labor and” fiveat all their FRO 
hy up hggoes ned fowl pite wha pile,” to fill To: 
"FM 2/er for their own burning, But' you are hot. 
"© of this uſe, you are to be the Trumpets 
ir 99s praiſe. Oh blefſed employment : your 
'j vork is the work of —_ whites othorsare 
: doing 
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| dM 
doing the work of Devils, Iſaiah 61.3. That 
they might be called trees of renown, the plants 
ing of the Lora, that he might be glorified And 
ſo in another place, thi people have 1 formed 
for my ſelf, that they may be for my praiſe. Iſa; 
3. 7. 1 have created him for my glory, Thaw 
ormed him, yea '1 have made him, Whey 
others ſhall be venting their malice and blaf- 
emy againſt God, you ſhall be the ſilver 
rumpets that ſhall be ever ſounding forth the 
praiſes of the Lord, _ . ot 
Sixthly,To# are the men of his Connſel,whey 
others are ſtrangers and aliens, You are ng 
more foreigners and ſtranpers,but fellow Citi 
zens and of the houſhold of God, You are the 
attendants of his perſon, you are of his privy 
Counſel. You are the friends of God, This 
was . Abrahams priviledge, Fam. 2. That he 
was called: the fr:ievd of God. Brethren, all 
the long and magnificent titles of all the Mo- 
narchs of the Earth do not ſignifie half ſo much 
as this that Iam ſpeaking to you. Now this. 
is your prerogative. Henceforth I call yow not 
ſervants but friends: and: why ſo? becauſe 
"you are the men of his Counſel. The ſervant 
knoweth not what his Lord doth, but whatſo- 
ever I have heard of the Father that haveIge- 
'clared unto you. Herein Chr:/# hath -puta 
marvellous diſtintion between you -and;the 
men of the world, I may ſay of you as Chriff 
of them, bleſſed are your eyes for they ſee, "and 
Jour ears for they hear,” The ſecret of the Lord 
i with them that fear bim: So Pſa, 1477. 
freweth bys word unto Jacob, hi Fratutes ur 
h | ;- - + pI 


. So come ye - 


| (Ty . - | 
to Iſrael. - He bath not gealt fo with any Na- 

r107. Sh : : þ 

' Seventhly, 'Tou are the Fewels of his Crown, 

when others are but-the aroſe and lumber, 

And they ſhall be mine ſaith the Lord of hoſts 

in the day when I make up my Fewels, Mal.3.17. 
Beloved,you that are beleivers,you are the ve- 

ry glory of Chrift.Every- believer is as a pearl 

put into- the Crown of Zeſw Chriſt. The A- 

poſe ſpeaks of beleevers, ofhis converts, that 
they werea great Crown to him. He calls 
them his Foy and Crown of rejoycing, Phil.4.1. 


But this is but” little that you ſhould be your 


Miniſters 'Crown : I tell you,you are Chr:ft's 
Crown atid' glory, Iſa. 62. 3.” Thou ſhalt alfo 
be a Crown of glory, in the handof the Lord, 
and a Royal diadem in the batid of thy God: - 
Eightly, To# are the 3nherirors of the King- 
dome, when others are the ſons of ptrdition, 
Luk. 12. 32. Fear not liele* flock; "ris your 
Fathers good pleeſers ro give you"the Kingdon 
lefſed of my Father #nherit thi 
Kingdome prepared for. you. ' Who. can'utter 
the fweetneſs of that promiſe? *'tis our Saviprs 
parting promjſets tus diſciples at his laſt f 
per, Luks 22.28.29, 30 Ton are they which 
have contjuned with me 111 o- Temprations and 
1 yo "unto you a King dome," as my Father 
bath appormted nnto me,” that you may ear and 
drink, at my Table in my Kingdom, and fit 
porn thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of Ifra- 
el. © Oh how ſweet are theſe words. Luythe 
mouth of Faith at 'theſe promiſes, and ſuck the 
ſweetneſs of them, -- Lookiupon it as a reality, 
ES M 3 -..* 


(162) 
that God .prepared for you a Kingdome, 
fo, why ſhould God go 'to deceive you 7 wp 
you may lay your clam to it boldly ; God de: 
lights to ſee your humble boldneſs. The Jþj 
rit beareth witneſs with our ſpirits that we are 
the ſons of God, andif Sons, then heirs; + 
: betrs with Chriſt: Heirs of bus Kingdom, 
* Fourthly, If you: look upon, your ſelves. 4 
priſoners, andiſo God hath done more for y 
then he hath for-others. ' Ah Chriſtians,this ig 
the meaning of this day that you might by 
brate the kindneſs of God to youin priſon, 
remember and forget not how fignally ( 
hath owned you. - Brethren, 'tis your privi 
ledge and. mercy. that God hath given you 
hearts to own hun in times of danger. * And 
| bleſſed be 5 Gobpeſs not behind hand with youz 
he that owned.you in your priſon ſtate, Bres 
thren. how: h: God owned you. in cl 
your cauſe .for which you are ſuffering here 
if the *Kingdome .of Keaven be promiſed to 
theni that Taller for xigutagaſneſs ſake, th 
lurg.it.is procpjed to. you: for you are ſuffer- 
G24 upon that. account. then for your 
how ſweetly and joyfully did we' come 
' hither ? though God knows we had not: enquis 
red into what ve entended,as to our ſubliſtance 
here ; yet God ſent. us all hither joyfully. kage- 
ther ; ;and I hope { God will ſend us home as Joys 
fully again... * 
*  Butlet me ſhew. you, in bane. particulars 
wherein God hath oc more for you: then fof 
otbers,as you are fa ners, '-.. 


Firſt, You are berrer fed then others, Wit: 


i741 


(r63) 
do live upon the bounty of Gods exttaordinai 
providence like you ? may not God almigh 
ſpeak-to youz as the Apoſtle to them,' :1-Cor. 
9,7. Whoof- x goeth a warfare at \bisaws 
charges ? VVhett our- Saviour ſeht forth his 
diſciples without fcrip or ſhooes; ſayes he, 
lacked ye any thing ? they anſwered,” noting. 
May not we fay fo ? if he ſay tous, lacked/you 
any thing ? we muſt fay no,” he hath poured 
out his kindneſs upon us, O how ſweetly did 
the holy prophet, think you, relliſhevery bit 
of meat n,. God provided. every - bit 
ſo extraordinarily for him. 7 Kings: 17:6. 
And the Raven brought him bread and fieſhi in 
the morning,andbread and fleſhin the evening, 
Ged doth not ſend it to us by a Raven;; but. by 
friends : but. all he fends : bread and Geflrin 
the morning and bread andfleſh.in the-eveni 
without our care. And is. not God to be ob- 
ſervedin this ?. you know-there is a kind ' ofa 
Famine abroad, but God will-not have ia Ea+ 
mine here. ..Y.Vho ever wants,. God wills 
ſure that his priſoners ſhallgot want, - As the 
RRgny care of Feremiah,. Ftr 37:2. Then 
Zedekzah the King.commanded;ghat they ſhixtidl 
commit Feremiah tothe Conftofi the:priſon, did 
that they ſhautd groe him dayly.& piece of bread 
out of the Baksrs-Hreet nntili\ all the breads 
the Gy me ON. - VVhen, Feremoab was in 
priſonz God-would be ſure. that -h&/ſhoplkd-ridt 
watit as long as there was any bread: tobe: had 
in.the City. .,'$0.G0d commands: concemivg 
his priſoness; though there: be -a kind of Fa- 
mine abroad;: God willnotſuffer his piifoners 
to want. M 4 "Ss 
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--* Secondly, You are better taught than others; 


V'Vho is like to you O people, aboiit whoſe 


tents'the MMannah raineth, not every morning 
onely, but morning and evening : week dayes, 
and'Sabbath dayes, God doth open his door to 
you; and makeevery day as a Sabbath to'you, 


.-Thirdly,Y ou bave'mote promiſes than others. 


Now there are-come in to -us a whole ſhoal'sf 


of promiſes; that we would not not ſo proper 


ly claim before, 1 Per.2. 20. If wheri you ds 
well and ſuffer for it, ? are takg it patiently, thit 
Bacceptable with Goa, 1 Pet. 4.13. 14. R& 
Joyce in as mich aye are partakers of Chriſti 
ſufferings, that when his glory ſhall be reveal 
£4, ye maybe glad alſo with exceeding Joy. If 
you be repreached for the name of Chri#t,hap 
are ye, for the ſpirit of glory and of Cod reſtet 
upor you, Fam. 1.42. Bleſſed is the man that 
endureth Temptation ; for whin' he s tryed he 
ſhall receive the Crown of life, which the Loyd 
hath promiſed to them that love him.  If- you 
ſuffer with him- you ſhall alſo raign with him, 
2-Tim. 2.12,” Blefſed are they that ſuffer” for 
righteouſneſs ſaks + for theirs s the King dome 
of heaven. Bleſſed are you when nien ſhall re+- 
wile you and" perſetnre you;' and ſhall ſay all 
manner of evit agzin#t you 'falſly for my name 


ſake, rejoyee and be exceeding F your for greats. 


$; TO, It, 12% 
all 


your reward in heaven, Ma 
Time would fail me to 'go over'all thoſe' pro- 
miſes that are come ih now upotius all at once. 
Oh we are an unthankfull people, if: alt theſe 
promiſes do not raiſe otr faith andjoy. Is it'a 


the promiſes ? 


(179) 


light thing my brethren,that you ſhovid be heirs , 
of  Fourth- 
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Fourthly, God hath hath honored you more 
than others, To others with' you 'tis gi- 
yen to believe ; but_to you 'tis givento fuſer 
for his ſake; which the Apoſtle reckons up asa 
ſtep ger than others attain to, Phlip.1. 259. + 

Fifthly, God hath imrufted you with bis bo- 


nor more than'others. God hath put more in- 
to your hands, thaninto the hands ofany other. 
Gods glory is truſted morewith the ſufferers of 
Chriſt than with any others, Obe infinitely 
tender gf 'Gods honor ! O ſee that you love 
_ more than others : praiſe him more than 0- | 
tners, | TK, 


A Pa ED ſpeech 


grounded on 


ro 40. 7. Lo 7 come. 


coming of the Soni, 'Do [come..! | 
Now concerning this coming, I ſhall ſhew 
ou, Firſt, Whoitis that 1s come. Se- 
©0 y, How he is come. .. Thirdly, Whence 
he'is come, - 'Fourthly, Why he is come. 
Firſt, Who it #«:that is come, - This'is the 
firſt thing that ſhall deſire you 'to. confider 
with reference to the coming of Chriſt,” 

. (Firſt, ) The: bridegroom is: tome. God 
ſends his Miniſters to you with that cry ath. 
25.6. Behold the bridegroom cometh. O with 
what" joy doth the Bride receive her Bridge- 
groom'? ſo ſhould believers rective Chriſt. 
Ariſe.you Virgins then and come away.Awake 
you ene is the. call of your Bride- 


_. groom 


Et is my ——— ſpeak toons 6 the 


(194) | 
groom, Cant. 2. 8. The voice of mybeloved ? 


behold be cometh, &c.And what was this voice: 
of her beloved, that doth ſo raviſh her heart 7 


ſeewerſe 10. ariſe my love; my fair one, ant 


come away, and ſo ver, 13, Chriſt calls again 


and again ; and you ſhould come away. | 
(Secondly,) Your King # come, Godfends 


his Miniſters to you with that glad newes, that 


| he putinthe Prophets' mouth, Zach. 9g, g. re- 
goyce greatly O daughter of Zion, behold th 
King cometh. Brethren, this is that whic 
ſhould cauſe you to rejoyce and ſhout for joy, 
that your King is come. And great reaſon 
have: for heis a great King and hath ſalvati- 
on with him, Zuke 19. 9. This day is ſalvati- 
07: Come to this houſe. 
(Thirdly,) The deliver i5 come, Rom.11.26. 
Brethren, I know good news mult needs be 


welcome-to:you at ſuch atime as this: why . 


hear you then the bleſſeds.hews that ever came 
to the cars of man, Luke 2: 10; Behold I bring 


you good tidings of great\ joy, which ſhall be to 


all people | for unto. you # born-<{--a Savior, 
which w Chrift the Lord, . Ah Brethren! that 
the Savior is come; thedeliverer is come this is 
the bleſſedſt news that ever: man heard. : Hear 
what the Lord faith with reference to this,:in 
that of the Brophety-//a. 62.10, '1 x, .i He als 
upon his-people to caft up andpreparethie way, 
&C." ſay ye to the daughter of :Zion, behald thy 
ſalvation: cometh, &c,. Ah brethren; this'is 
good news for Zion, and this is the newgGod 
hath ſent me with :. behold :the -deliverer; | the 
Saviour: 1s. come. -'Q- with- what:a welcome 


ſhould 


ua ace to. > ors wit 


(175) 


bow welcome was. the news to the-captives; 
that brought the news of their. hberty.? why, 
fuch ſh be the welcome, that you ſhould: 
give tothe news the Goſpel brings. you. of a. 
deliverer. 'Now is your Jubilee,bleſſed-are 
the people that heac. the joyful ſound Pſa. 89. 
15. Healludes to the ſound of the Trumpets, 
ia the time of the F«b:lee ;but it is to beunder- 
ſtood of the joyſul ſound of the Goſpel. It is 
bleſſed news that Chriſt the deliver.is come. . 

Secondly, I am to ſhew you, how he i come, 
There is a two fold coming of Chriſt : his gra- 
ciow, and his glorious 'coming.. His g/orious 
coming is not . tifl hereafter, at the {a4 day. 
This is the coming that he ſpeaks of, _ Rev.3-7. 
He ſpeaks of it as if it were preſent :. becauſe 
tis as certain as if it were preſent. Every eye 
ſhall ſee him. - But then there is his gracious 
coming, and thatis two fold corporal. or ſpiri- 
tual, His corporal coming, in: his admirable 
Incarnation: his ſpiritual coming in the Gol- 
pel Invitation. 

(Firſt,) His corporal coming au his admir «- 
ble incarnation. And this is bleſled news to 
the world,at this his coming . there were a quire 
of angels to celebrate his-praiſe, Luke 2.13,14- 
And ſuddenly,there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly hoſt;praiſingGode+ ſaying, 
glory to Godin the higheſt and on Earth peace, 
good will towards men. We read thatthe great 
and glorious works of. God,.. they are celebra- 
ted by- the angels. .. And. there aze theſe four 
great works celebrated by them, .;, +... Bt 
; | 5 


ſhould ſuch as this be received when he comes? Ents 


. (196) 


Firſt, The work of Creatyon. $6 that id © 
Fob. 38. 7. When the morning Hars ſang toge- 
eber, and all the fons of God fhomed for Foy. | 
It is ſpoken with refererice to the Creation; © 


the angels did lift up their voices, and ſans the. 
praiſe of their Creator, #7 'S.:-M 


Secondly, The work, of converſion, Lithe | 
1.10. There « joy mn the preſence of the a els: 
of God over 'one finer that repenteth. The 
work of converſion is a great and #dmirable 


work : and therefore celebrated by angels. 


Thirdly, 4+ Chriſte incarnation; fo Lukg © 


2. 1O, II. 


_ Fourthly, At the reſurretion.. Then all the * 


angels of God ſhall appear, then ſhall be a moſ? 
glorious and general appearance of the angels. - 
to celebrate that work, heaven ſhall empry it 
felf of all its gl orious inhabitants. | 


(Secondly, ) There is the ſÞrrirzal coming of 


Chriſt: and this is in his Ordinances, This is 
his Chariot wherein he rides on coriquering, 
Pſa. 45. 3, 4. Gird thy ſward upon thy thigh, 
and in thy Majeſty ride proſperouſly. This is to 
be underſtood of Chrifts going forth in the 
found of the Goſpel, which is his ſword, where- 
by he rides'on to conquer the world. Now in 
this reſpect Chrift is come, exhibiting himſelf 
in the voice of the Goſpel : there Chriſt doth 
_ himſelf, and impart himfelf to his peo- 
E HS | 
A Thirdly. I am fo ſhew you whence he is 
come, He is come from the throne of bis plo- 
bofawe of bis Father, SER 
4 (Fi rſt, 


From the court of his Angels. From the | | 
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(583; From the Throne of tho glory. Q- 
what 2 wonderful deſcent - was this! that be 
ſhould come from the: Throne of hisglory, to 


ls, to be: crucified 
ange neo aye 
NAG 


n 
— he came among. the 
world would not receive hum,but 
EE 
ad brought among 
ther did Chriſt come to find him.. 


Chriſt, 
heir to. the Crown! of glory, ſhould þ 
man, and viler then any of the on 2 
ſame reſpect! this ſhould haye. (RN court 
miration, 

(Secondly,) From the Caurt. of bis inpals 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he was the hg 
of his Fathers glory, the expreſs i m_—_ 
perſon, that made his angels ſpirits 
nilters a flaming _ the _—_—_ you mult 
knaw. were his Meſſe + rn what abg- 
ſure was here, that he ſhould come from 
company ofangelsto be contemned by the 
eſt of men ! 

"CO 2) From the. boſome of bus other 

Chziſt,he was the Son of | 


Hiro Neb darling; the beloved object 


ſoul, : Math, 11. 27. Chriſt Nl Cheat lean 
the befome ofthe Father; apdhe- alone is able 
to revealthe ſecrets of the Lord to the 
ſo Folyi t. x8: Now thatthe Lard Jeſus C 


(198) _, 


ſhould comefrom the  boſome of God; to the 
belly-of hell, that he- ſhould leave the glory of 
heaven, for | the torments of hell, and all for; 


our ſakes:;-what a ſtrange wonder of Love was 


this ! hence. was it that Chriſt came for us; 


This is the bread that came down from heaven 
that. a man may eat of and not dye. / 


Fourthly,. Iſhall ſhew-you why he is come? 


And that is To ſeek audto Save. 


: (Firſt,)-To ſeek. That is one end of his coms 
ing, ſo Luke 19.10. And who do you thinks 


that he is come to ſeek ? It is us that were loſt; 


All we likg ſheep have gone aſtray nowChriſt is” 
that great & good ſheapherd that came to ſeek” 
andto ſave that-which was loſt,zin Luke 15 you! 
read ofthe loſt groar, the loſt ſheep, and' the” 
loſt- Soz ; and who do you think this-wasz- 
this was the loſt ſinner, ver. 32. who was it; 
think you that ſought us,and found uswhen we* 


were loſt? It was Jeſus Chriſt: it was he that 


ſi 
* hefſought us. [am fornd of them that fought 


me not, Iſaiah. 65. 1. It Chriſt had ſtayed” 
for us till-we ſought him, our ſalvation had ne-" 
ver been wrought. The: Lord Jeſus Chriſt he” 
ſought usnot, and laid hold on us, - He #vok;" 
not hold of angels, but of the ſeed of Abrahams." 
In effeual calling, there he takes hold. of the® 
ſinner, he'is fain to. run after! them/and ftop® 
them; or elſe they would runinto perdition, '- >. 
(Secondly;) He i come to. fave, fo the Apo-* 
ſtlero Timothy, --1 Tim, 15. This is 4 faithful” 
ſaying and worthy of all acceptation that Chroſt” 
came into the world to ſave finners, of whomT": 


am 


” ts ng." 
<0 


ought us. We had never found him, had not 
e 
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in chief. He puts in for one,” Oh brethran 
this i«that ſhould make the coming of Chriſt 
welcome to you, he -came to ſeek and Tave' 
you. O therefore welcome him at his com- 
Uſe. 1s 'it fo, that Chriſt is come? thei 9s: 
you forth to meet bim, "Math. 25. 6, That - 
was _ cry ther; =_ is ge o_ ſends' 
his Me rs to call upon you for, you: 
may go Gets tine? + wh Ree ih apr Feat 

But how ern; do arte meet him 
Firſt, as a Bride doth her * bridegroom. © Se- 
condly, as redeemed Captives do their deliver- 
er. -Thirdly ; as duriful iibje#s do their 
Firſt, As 4 Bride doth her Bridegroom This 
ſhall open to you in three particulars. * Firſt, 
Put off the rayment of your —_— Se- 
condly, put on the wedding Garment. Thirdly, 
trim up all your Larips. © SS 

Firſt; Par off the raymenit of your Captivity. 
If the poor Captive woman wete to ſhave her 
head.and pair bs nail;,and put off the rayment 
of ber captivity, &c, ( Dent. 21. 13.) before 
ſhe was to be martied to any one of the Tribes 
of Iſrael : how much more ſhould you' put off 
the old mian' and your finful 'deeds, that areto 
be married to Chriſt ? If {6 be the Children bf 


1 Þ Iſrael weteto waſh atid ſanCtife themſelves, 
 Þ and waſh their dloaths,” when thie Lord wasto 
| come down 'upori, Movint $5745; Exod?" 19: 


how rhiichrhore ſhould 'y6u; when the Lord 
Jeſus Comes down to mY 7 you- kriow = 


Children may, not come at their fathers 


with unwaſhed hands : neither muſt you to cat. 


of the dainties ſpread in the Goſpel, + 
 (Secondly,) You muſt put on the wedding 
garment, You will ſay, what isthis? itisa 
_ conjugallove to Jeſus Chrift. And this is coim- 
pared to a garment : for we are bid to put on 
| charety,or love.And its ſet forth as the beit part 
of the Chriſtian rayment : and above all rhingg 
put an Charity ;, for what more fits a marriage 
than a conjugal affection ? you ſhould bring 
forth your moſt ſtrong and ardent. affeQtiong 
and loye to him, you ſhould meet him with 
ſongs,and what ſongs? ſuch as the Plalmiſt doth 
P/{.4s.title. 4 ſong of Loves, let your eyes be 
fixed upon Chriſt in the Goſpel, tillyour eyes 
affet Four heart : and while your heart 1s mu- 
ſing, the fire will be kindling ; where will you 
"Als your loye, but where the bridgroom is 
ſo lovely ? 
(Thirdly,)Y os ſhould trim up all your Lamps, 
-you ſhould ſnuffall yourlights, and trimupall 
your lamps, to goforth to meet him, And re« 
ceive him and feed upon him when he is offer- 
ed; he is held out to you on purpoſe, in the Go- 
ſpel,for you to take and receive him. Gal, 3. 1, 
Fooliſh Galatians, who bath bewitched you,tbat 
you ſhould not obey the truth, before . whoſe eyes 
Feſus Chriſt bath been ardently ſet forth cruci. 
fied among you. But, you will ſay was Chriſt 


Ro 3 


crucified in Galatia ? he was in the 
of the word : he was crucified among them. 
Secondly, You muſt meet himas redeemed caps 


tives aa their deliverer, would you. know hoy 
; this 
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A winds. 4A a> .ood 4. 


wag ing of Ker 
of LY Ohow fone prheenh er oft 
be heard in your mouths? you por 1cut ce 
bis return 


bim as the virgins did Deng 
his victor yo Saw. 18. oy nging and dan- 
cimg--—--with joy, 8c. Th you meet 


you delivers, yo How cop Apes 
ou e A ny Brethren, You are 
tine cl of the Lana ixito the hor - 


rible pit,and then.lgok. gs tothe 
Lord.O it is a glorious oe that! ath 
weought for us. How welcome was he to | 
old Sawean? how ſweetly doth he hug. 
inhis arms? (and rauch more, y OG ik 
in his heart)zow lerreſt thay thy ferew ter 
ESD 
we have: we  comitig 
to.us inthe Goſpel. We bave ſcen him like 
$S.«mpſon, pulling down the houſe about our c- 
nenues, and catrying away the poſts, and ſet- 
ting.them up as Trophies of bis victory. It 
was hethiat was condernned, that you might 
befreed.O ler your lips praiſe hiea-andehe fouls 
winch he hath T6a6emeds __—_— out 


ME, OSS .  - 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm 98. "A pſalini 00 purpoſe” 
to Jews and Gentiles to fing to the Lord for. 
their deliverance; verſe 3. He hath remembred 
his mercy.and truth-toward thr houſe of Iſrael «- 
all the tnds of the earth have ſeen the ſalvation. 
of our God. * And what uſe doth-the Pſalmilft 
make of this? verſ. 4.make a joyful noiſe unts 
rhe Lord all-the earth, 8&6.” - He goes on calling 
upon all the Creatures to praiſe God for this. If 
the Sea muſt roar, and the floods clap their 
hands, how much more ſhould you doit, - that 
are the redeemed of the Lord, © 4 408 
Thirdly, Meet him as dutiful ' ſnbjetts do 
their King, This 1s the-news ſent to Zion, be- 
bold thy King cometh.. Then meet him as; 
King, receive him with acelamation and praiſe; 
as they 'did when Solomon was proclaimed 
King ;1 Kings 1.39, 40. They blew the Trumper,.. 
and all the peoplt ſaid God ſave the King. And 
the people piped with pipes and returned with 
great joy, ſo that the earth rent with the ſound 
of them.O if they met King Solomon with fuch 
Joy, how ſhould ou meet Chriſt? It is another 
manner of King that comes to you than Solo- 
m02-was,you ſhould fay to Chritt as they did to 
Gideon,Fudg8. 2.2.Rule thon-over us-:: for thou 
haſt delivered us from the hand of Midtan. 
Thusfhould-you fay to Chrift, rule thou over 
us:for he hath delivered you, not from the hand . 
of Midienbut from Satan. But how-ſhould - 
we meet our King ? prepare rhe way, bow the 
RIM | ; 
(Firſt,) Prepare the way,” Math. 3.3;Chritt 
had his fore-runner soing-before him; that was 
Fohn, ſaying, prepare you the way of the Lora, 
| | make 


 (Secondly,) Bow. tbe kyees: we; read of For 
ſeph,Cand you-know he was utys For Garlited 
that when Pharaoh had exalted him from: the 
priſon to ſuch dignity, he prepares fometo go 
before him,. and cry, bow the knee, So God 
hath ſet up Chriſt and exalted him, and given 
him a name above dyery (ns -now let me'call-_ 
upon you ( and my ſelf with-you- )) that you 
bow the knee to him. | I ſpeak-not of the bodi- 
ly knee : it is more than your capand knee that 
he requireth: He will hive Fou'to bow be: 


fore him, O then ſee that you bow before him, _ © 
ſee that you do him homage. Now your-King--- - 
is ſet up in atiother manner than he was upon: -_ | 


the Grofle, behold your King: - That is thedu- 
ty that I would perſwade you to now: behold 
your King and look'that yon bow to-him. Let 
your-ſouls and all that is within you bow to 
him.” "Let your underſtandmgs-how to-hinr, 

by a right apprehienſion ofhim,” by a right con- _ . 
ceiving of him, as worthy tobe loved and fear- 
ed. *Let your wills bow, by-an utter rejecti- 
on of your fins : and a moſt ardent deſire to re- 
ceive Chriſt, Let all your affections-come'in 
= and 


_ "0 = EP: 3 
ninth Loder enter, 
commands give you leave, ' It- 2 word tet alt | 
' that is within you bow befort him, and give” 
place to'Jeſts Chrift, Now down with the 
world,out with your tufts, arid rake redy for | 
Chriſt. * Let all your worldly bufineſs bow be- 
fore him,arid give placeto Jefits Chriſt, xwiy 
with this fookſh deceitful wortd tet alf be at 
the feet of Chriſt : and let all your: ſouls be in 
ſubjection t6 hit. This will be an acctptable | 
meeting with him, if you ſ6 meet him, ! *-* 
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Iſaiah. 9..6.. 


And his name ſhall be called wonder- 
ful. # | 


__ Ruefl. CITI Hyis it that Chriſt hath 
"al given to him this name 

of wonderful, | 
+,» ,  Anſw:. There are fo 
many. wonders that meet together in Chriſt, 
that 'tis no wonder at all, that he ſhould have 
this name, wonderful. Chrilt was every way. 
wonderful. He was wonderful in his Perſon ; 
wonderful in his Paſſion. Wonderful in his 
Conception, being conceived by the power of. 
the holy Ghoſt : wonderful in his Birch, being 
born of a pure: virgin : wonderful in his Life ; 
wonderful in his death, and the effects of it; 
wonderful in his Reſzrrettion, that a dead per- 
N 4 . fon 


fon ſhould be raiſed and that by his own power; 


wonderful in his Aſcenſion. In a word | js 
every: way” wonderful: wonderful in his #w- Y th 
miliation and Exaltation. | "2 ry 


-» Ah Chriſtians it you would ſee a wonder, B H 
look upon Chriſt, and here ſee a wonder, here Y dc 
is a/\wonder, above all that the' world can ſhew, KB ys 
There axe two ſorts of wonders that God hath © # 
to ſhew, the-wopder: of bis power ; ang the II t! 


nder.of his grace; - * Ww 
Firſt, The' wonder of his Power. Whata I ta 
wonder is it, *to fee ſuch a fabrick as heaven Þ © 
and earth, 'all come out of nothing by the po- I dt 
wer of God, Chriſtians 'tis a great evil in us 
that we do no more wonder at this great po-" = h! 
wer. What a wonder is'the'Sun,in its bigneſs i fc 
and brightneſs, flying many Millions of miles | 3 
ina'minute of an hour ! | : | 
Secondly, But alltheſe wonders are nothing } 
to what his wonder of grace is, In Chriſt you | n 
may ſee all theſe wonders ſwallowed up. Let - 
' me ſhew you alittle of this wonder, In Chriſt 
areto be ſeenthefe following wonders. 1. God. | 
manifeſt in the fleſh." 23 God ſuffering un the 
ſhy 5. Fuſtice and mercy ſweetly reconciled, 
4. ' The preate$# good coming out of the womb | 
of the preateſt evil.” F. Perfett juſtice raging. 
againſt perfett-innocence.” 6  Infimite wiſdome - 
at "ol upon - meer: worthleſeneſs. 7. The © 
Son of the bleſſing made to be'a'curſe. 8. The _ 
Father of mercy forgetting his bowels to hus owy 
HZ IO EET Het re 5e9 * 
Firſt, God manifeſt ir the. fleſh, *Fohn 1, 14., 
And the word 'was made fleſh and dwelt among. 
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dye beheld bu (at 4 bows 
#4, ANG WE VENELR #114 BOY Ys NH CA DTFELNTER, this 
js a wonder 430g i yr 7 Els; YOu, 
that without controverſig this 15.4 great _ 
Ys that God ſhould. be 'manifeſt #1, he: eſt. 
Here we may cry. out deſervedly,. with-ywor- 
der and aſtoniſhment,..God is .come-down.to 
us in the likeneſs of. man, |Ged, feſtin the , 
fleſh |. why,” what is. fleſh 2,all feſt 5 graſs; 
that js, fading, withering, . dying. What {the 
word made fieſb'ſhall the immortal put onmor+ 
tality 7 and incorruption,.. put on-corruption;# 
O what a wonder is this ! O beholdand wan- 
der; ſee if Chriſt do notdeſerve;the namic of 
wonderful, Holy Abrabaw, was aſhamed of 
his meaneſs in this:reſpet,. whenheicanie bes 
fore God, becauſe. he was but duſt.endaſbes; 
Behold, I have takgn upon me to ſpeak; tothe 
reat God, who an but auſt ant —__ 
TE dnl 
man.? This was the wonder of angels... 
did they wonder to ſee their eee Roar 
with fleſh ! Qcometo .the. croſsof Chriſt, to 
the cratch of Ch ilk, ang. there. bow and wors 
ſhip., . Let not the Humble abaſure-of.Chridt, 
hinder you from adoring .him'in-his. greatneſs; 
The wiſemen found Chriſt in poyerty & mean- 
neſs ; yet they knew what glory. was yailed un- - 
der this meanneſſe; and felldown; and offered 


*; 


Þ £414, frankencenuſe, myrrbe, &c-.go-ye apd doc 


Secondly, Goa ſuffering, in the fleſh, w 
may he have his name wonderful upon this ac- 
count, 'tis ſaid that the Philoſopher,gbſetving 
the #n#tatural eclipſe of the Sunat the ſuffering 


of 


a 3 
of Chriſt, cryed out, either the God of nature. 
# ſuffering, or the world is at an end; When 
Chriſt was ſuffering, it was God that ſuff 


though he did not ſuffer inthe Godhead, burn. 
the Manhood, Beloved, ff you ſhould have ſeen 
the judgement, that befel, ''Xorah,  Dathany 
and Abjram, would you not have been. aſt, 
niſhed at ſuch a ſight as this was ?* much more 
if hell ſhould have opened, and you have ſeen ' 
the tormients of the damned, would you no 
have been aſtoniſhed,” and wonder at is} 
' butinthis that God ſhould ſuffer, is more thet 
ifallthe menin the world ſhould have fufferec 
toallerernity. O how did the angels ſtand by 
the Crofſe, wondering, .to ſee him whom the 
adured-and worſhipped, to be mocked and 
Thirdly, ice ana mercy ſweetly reconciledy 
The Juſtice and mercy of God, feemed to uw 
as it were, at a' controverlie about fall 
| Dariws, 'you know, had made a decree, 
that be rhat did offer any petition to any God af 
24nyexcipe to bi mſelf Within ſuch a cime ſhah 0 
bs caft into the den of Lions. Daniel comes f: 
within the dafiger of this decree : and what I ri 
mutt bedotienow? cither Daniel muſt be ſpa- 
ted;- and' then, what would become. of rhe Þ +I 
Laws of the Medrsand Perſians ?: or;elſe Da Þ 1 
iel-muſt .be devoured ; and then.the King} « 
would have been cruel” to himſelf. . Yet.pro-Þ © 
vidence didfoorder it, that: the Law was ex&Þ it 
cuted and Danze! ſpared. 7 
So here, man had ſinned ; and God ſaid ro 
16 
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;ſdame of God ow whe: 
and fads out # ow the Hat Thould-aye; and-ſo 
Gods r#nth be faved, and his mercy miignifiei 
Burt where fhell this perſon be foind'? the' An- 
yel+eoul not doit 5 not 1a could' not doit. 
Bat God would take the huniane natare ypori | 
him, and that ſRould fuffer, thr Goo ahd ma 
might be recoticiled. ' Mercy” and trith ave 
met rogether ;righteouſneſs | and 16460 have "Rf 
fed cach other: © 

Mercy ani truth are met together; how can 
this be?it ſeems they were at a greatd 
could not be brought together; Fruch Taid;that 
rirar ould dy&; be mercy ſaid that that ſhould 
be faved.Frath ſaid if he ek cage amd _ 
where thert is the hotior 0 

pleaded, if hedye, (where rk hor f 
Graz and mercy p' Wh OY wire Peverrery 


cher DAE he ne ot 
dve ac 0» 

hf | Pogireef Ccatt eds ?Gods juſtice and fi 
oufneſs did require thar man ſhould give 
faction ; but this SPADE Chrift,- "he 
reconciled God and inan 

Fourthly, The greareft good bes: nbof 
the womb of the rod. Sin, is the mio- 
ther of all evil. - You will-fay; ean arfy-g60d 
core out of ſuc womb as this? 'Tt is true, it 
cannot #arxrally cothe; ' but God did ſo order 
it, that it I be the occaion'of it; 'Wete 
wr ere er come of thorns ? 
and Olives of thiſtkes* ſack a wonder you may 
ſee 
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ſeein Ohriſte- You may ſees aca p 
manGcomes great glory ta Godard good tas of t 

. Firſt, Grext glory,to God; for not aj th 
ſinned, neither;Gods.ja/tice,nor-mercy hadbeen. 
ſo magnified, . His j«fic: had not'been feng 'E 
all, in a manner, in puniſhing! the -offenderss ll R 
but. tis.eminently ſeen in puniſhing, of Chraly WY w 
whodyed for ſinners. - Tvainelouderd non? W i 
ſtration of the Juſtice af God, than if God h ad. 
turned all heaven.and earth into, confuſion-yp pon WM b! 
the ſin of man. : F - 3 5 

Again, hereby is way made for 
Gods, mercy." The fin of man,. as God « magnilying £ 
dered it, hath given way to, Godin thedemony G 
{tration of his, mercy in forgiving, and his j 
ſtice ia puniſhinz It could not haye: bin tho key) br 
that Godhad been of ſo.gracious a.nature, ab ble 4 
to bo PIE agbd eat. affronts.;as. man had given ti 

Hy to ao give him acealion, Maes if} 


andy. ain, .as.the | ſin of man- hath no 
venoccaſion. Ags the. advancing of. Gods glory & Le 
ſo for.1 the. promoting of , mans,\good. By this © 
man is raiſed to2-higher, ſtate. of, {is a ad un 
felicity.t than ever he. ſhould haye been.. ; Now 'F yo 
there is a nearer conjunction. between God and} {I 
man, than ever. was. before the--fall;;or, ever on 
ſhould have been had it-not becn for the ſin aadblf ou 
fall of mag... Before it was ſaid, char man way fc 
made little:lower than the angels: 7: but. now# Ju 
may be truely faid, that,he.is ſo much highey' ++ 
thanthe Angels; more nearly; joyned to to. Goc 
Had man: continued in. innocence, he: had Ca) 
onely a lengthening out-of his temporal Be ; ſto 
ral de 


© : . ; 0 7 
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paradiſe but now bythis fin Chriſt hath opened 
the door of heavertt& him;  Othen wonder at 
the Els: of Chriſt! £53443 #4 ID, Þ fu 
we Per fetFjuſtice,vaging ag ai rfett 
Mine heat t Go S; rte&t in his 
Righteouſneſs and Juitice, AGod of trarth and 
without iniquity, jſt and right is he.” And'yet 
notwithſtanding; "hrs perfect Juſtice was ſet a- 
painft his own ſon, ih whom there wasnothing 
but perfe& innocence; 'He-was the- Lamb of 
2} 6:4: 4 lamb without ſpot and blemiſh'; full of 
8H race and truth.  - No guile 'was found in bis 
<Y muth ; and yet' you” know how the wrath of 
\& God brake out npon him: It brake out upon 
4M him to the very uttermoſt : that 'if hEwould 
ht but put himſelf imto the roomof- man, - he muſt 
"© {ye for it;tho Juſtice it ſelf ſaid T find'no fault in 
£0 © him, yet he muſt dy:all-conld not fave him + but 


{MY i he will ſtand between God 8 offending man, 
and take our ſins' upon rn Ws 9 -he-had 


of him. 
8 Let me ſay as the Apoſtle bebold rhe goodneſs 
its © [cvcrity'of God, Goodneſs to: thee;bur ſeverity 
+ uoto Chriſt. - O what had come upon;you, if 
well you had been to bear the blow ! you ſee how 
nd'M Juſtice runs upon the:Son-of 'God, and fals up- 
er on him, and'tears'himto the-ground,” andlets' 
ad our his b/ood, and would not ſpare him;though 
ag be were the'only belovedSon'of God, © con- 
46Y der,” how: fearful a thing it is to fall into the 
en 64::ds of the living God © : | 
d; Yourcad, how when Daniels enemies were 
ad"Þ£J caſt into'the-Lions den;that they-brake all their 
in} bones before: they-came to'the.bottome ofthe 
dn. O how would{t thou have been Ls 
F | - ng. 


none of his ewn,yet juſtice takes 


ps ©. 'P 
the Juſtice of God taken hoJd of thee ! : ,. 
- Sixthly, Infinite wiſdome 45 coft upon mery | 
worthleſſeneſſe, God-expettsthe blood of his 
own Son, which was of infinite value, tore 
deem worthleſs man. Would you not woth 
der to ſee a wiſe man to be caanging Pearls far 
pebbles? yet. here itis a greater wonder © the 
wiſe God, redeeming by the death of hisown 
Son, finfaul man out of the hands of bis ownju 
ſtice. Why what is man ? are not all the us 
trons of the world as nothing before him ? and 
pe upon this nothing, this vanity, is Gods.jt+ 
- nite wiſdoe at 'this coſt, that he might ſav 

us frometernal death, =P 

' Sevehthily, The Son of the Bleſſing madeva 
bea curſe, Gel. 3.13; Chrif bath redeemed 
 wfromthe curſe of the Law,being made « cnrſe 
for m1, 'Obſetve it, 'fis not faid he was AC- 
CURSED for ws, butaCURSE for m, 
Chriſt bath delivered us from the curſe: butt 
how ? by taking the curſe pon hunſelf. You 
know the curſes of the Law that were denout- 
ced againſt ſinners: all theſe curſes met toges 
ther upon one Jeſus Chriſt, How igtthe bogk 
of Gods word full fromone [nd to the other 
with Curſes againſt finners! what a load they 
was there upon the back of Chrift, when al 
theſe curſes met ;together upon him? whats 
wonder isit that-God ſbould be omlingel his 
own: Son ! to hear God ſay, all.my curſes ſhall 
meet uponthee ; curſed ſhalt:thoy be 5n thybv- 
dy; and curſed ſbait thou be in thy ſoul. 'To0 
hear' the great God ſpeaking thus to his owy 


Son., gothou Curſed, 1 will engage. my Jultice 
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and wrath againſt thee, to rormentthee and put 
thee to death, O what a ſight was this / yet 
thus itwas with Jeſus Chritt. He had as ma- 
ny torments 4s members ; and all the torments 
that he endured had the curſe of God in them. 

Eighthly, The Father of mercy forgetting bus 
Bowels to bis own Son, VVe. read of 2 very 


| ſtrange thing that was done by the King of 


Moab,z Kings 3.27. When be ſaw that the Bat- 
tel was roo ſore for him,&C. be took bis own Sor 
that ſhould have reigned in his ftead, and offe- 
red bim for a burnt offering,what a ſtrange ſight 
was this ? yet there'is a greater wonder 
than this to be ſeen in Chriſt ;. to ſee God 
facrificing his own Son, and offering him 


up: for a burnt-offering , to. appeaſe 


his wrath againſt ſinful man : O ſhall not your 
hearts ſtand a wondering atthis / to ſee, he that 
was a God of mercy to have no mercy for his 
own ſon? he that had bowe's of pity for you, 
to have no pity for his Son; © behold and won- 
der. By this time I hope you are convinced 


that Chriſt is wonderfud. 
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Speech par on 


Eph. 3.19. 


4nd ta know the love of Chriſt, which nf 
ſeth gy 


Queſt " F Herein. doth the Zove-of 

| <_ appear to bea ſar- 
\ love ? This appears 

Jas putting hinſe/f into 

our Nature, His putting himſelf into our 

room, our lives into his purchaſe, put- 

ting his name into our bond, Putting owr names = 
_ his will. Putting bis ſpirir into our bearr-. 

bis glory into our hands. | 

mink, It appears in puzring bimſelf into our 

nature, What admirable love and condeſcen- 

tion was this ? as we were Creatures there was 
an infinite diſtance - between us and -Chriſt- 

much more as we are _—_ but this infinite 

con- 
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reproaches of men at otic ſtep;”. O what a ſitp 
Was this! for Chriſt to take our. nature upon 


him, is more than for an Empersur to become 


a beggar. Yea'there is no compariſon that ca 
expreſs it. This was love indeed; ſurpaſſing 
love, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have 


facha love te man 1-that he ſhould become vf | 
kan toſinners  feſh of ourfleſh, -and-bone of | 


our bone; here (is matchleſs, unparallel'd 
love. ep and 7 below 
Secondly, It. appears in, putting himſelf in 


our room, Chriſt did not onely become man ' 


with us, he doth not-onely take the rags of our 
Nature upon him, but our condition upon 
-him,- the pain, ſhame, curſe' that was due to 
us upon him. He was content. to. be.in our 
itezd : to ſuffer,dy for us : herein is love,Chri/t 
knew, before hand, what it would coſt him if 
he would become ſurety for us” heknew the 


deathave haddeſerved, the wrafhithat was our 


portion; atid: yet he was content 'to put him- 


ſelf into our room, that we might be exempt- , 


ed and excuſed, Chrift hath put .in himſelf fox 


"A us, not to.be bound for us for a time;. but did 


engage himſelf;reſolving to pay for-us. that we 
might be excuſed. : It was:mudkt! that Chre/t did 
become man fax us: but now that 'he ſhouldnat 


- onely. take our natureupon him;-but aur” curſt. 


upon him too, and-/become: fin. for us, anda 
curſe for: as;thistnakes itmore wonderful. It 
_ 18+ ſtrange: that: Ebmif ſhould: take our nature 


vpowhim'; -but if you-.conhider the ed e's 


- 


gondeſcention 5.nothing to the loveof Chr iſt,” | 
He ſtept from the Court of his angels, to the 


| did it, WES. 


. how great was this ? and yet this was his end. 


-2,8,5.98.5 5.5% F 4. ”— 
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that he might-be miſerable,-and become « Pa 

ble to be acturſed: for |us:!- that he mightb 
curſed and killed by the wrath of God: Heh 
not become man, had it not been for thigend. 
Now that he ſhould become 'man for. this end, 


When Juſtice muſt have -b/o0d, that he woultl 
takehis blood and give it for us :* and: tharhe - 
might, he would take himſelf a humane body 
and ſoul. 

Thirdly, It _— in putting our lives into 
hs purchaſe, is another ſtrange expref- 
ſion of the love of Chriſt. ' 'O if Chri# had dy- 
ed for others and not for us : if he had | put in o- 
thers names and not ours, : then we 'might have 
paſſed our days with ſorrow * and: -gone” into 
the Mountains,” and pined away in ſadneſs, 
But now that he ſhould leave" out any others 
names and put in ours, Ohereis dilti 
love ! did you'ever hearof «man that rodkcin 
a beggar fromthe door to be his heir ? but ſup- 
poſe ſuch a thing might be"done : -did you e- 
ver hear of a manthat took in/his enemy tobe 
his heir,and made over all that he hath'to him? 
thus hath Chriſ# done*for us. Ah Brethtenz 
how may we ſtandaſtoniſhed at this love; and 
fay, as he; Fobn 14, Lord whence 1 it thite © 
thou doſt-manifeſt my ſelf t0'u and not tothe 
world fore thou haſt put in our — 
not others 7" ſurely here'is great - Othe 
free grace of God'to'us?- Chrif __ 
dyed; yet you know the greateſt of-the 
ade Tra be never the Me fo his Cegeh, 

O2 Though 
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'Fhough he hath dyed for man, yetthe moſt of 
mey , through' the obſtinacy Sr ponhr | 
their hearts do reſiſt him: but he hath over- 
'comthe obſtinacy ko hearts and'hath made 
us partakers of his death. ct. 5 208 
Fourthly, It appears ir 'purting bis name in« 
ro-our bonds. Herein is the love of Chriſt ma» 
nifeſted, in that he ſhould become ſurety * 
and bound for us. You know that the ſurety 
is to ſet his name to the bond. Now a man ! 
will be very wary for whom he is bound; 
the man is not a man that is inſufficient, Did | 
you ever hear of a man that bound himſelf for 
one, that he knew that he' ſhould pay it him». 
ſelf?thus hath Cbr:/#done for us: he knew that 
all our debts m_— come har we jo yet 
notwithſtanding he did engage himſelf for ug, 
'  Beloved,thedebt offin is a bs. formi dabledebts 
it is ſuch a debt as if fo he, the debt of the leaſt 
fin had been laid upon all the Saints and Angels 
in glory to give ſatisfaction for it, they had bi 
drowned in everlaſting perdition. But now 
Chriſt undertook to pay for all out of his own 
ſtock,though he knew whgt it would coſt him, 
if he did become bound for us, O what love is 
' © Fifthly,It appears iz putting our vames inte 
bis will, Brethren, herein is the loye of-Chrift 
ſeen towards his pegple, ih that he hath diſtin- 
guiſhed between them and others. ' When he 
made his laſt Y.Vill and Teſtament, he put in 
believers names and left qut the reſt, Rev. 2k. 
27. There ſhall in no-wiſe enter any thing that 
aefileth, &c. But they which are writttn 11 og 
a» 4 f os : PEA by 0 , tat ; ry 
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Iambs' boak,of Life. Thisis a privi 
to have your names writtenin his book; upon 
| his will, Our Saviour bid his diſciples rejoyce 
in this that their tames were written 114 bra, 
| in Chriſts book, and upon his will” this'is n 
7* Þ tcrof joy. Burt how ſhall we know whether 
our names are writteh in heaven?» who ſhall s-* 
ſcend up into. heaven, to fetch ir down-Front- 
thence ? Lanſwer;; -we have"the copy of his” 
will here npon cartit: This wortd & the copy of” 
iz will that ,is in heaven. {If our names bein 
this book, bur names are-in bx bears. Now 
let us go tothe Bawand Teſtimony, what faith 
that ? that ſaith;/if thou be/ieve' rhou ſhalt be ſa- 
ved. If thou repene and be converted; thy ſins 
ſhall.be blotted out At.3. 19 _ -: *. 5 
Sixthly," It appears i 6p iy ſpirit into 
our bearts, .Ezek; 36. 27.." I will put” 
my ſpirit within you. Brethretyherein is the it- 
—_——— and love jt Chriſt ſcen, thathe 
ſhould beſtow ſo: great a gift upon ſo unwo! 
2 receiver.. ...O. what love'is his es 
hearts that have been the ſtables of unclean 
luſts, that Chriſt ſhould take up his abode 
there ! here is Rtfange fove indeed. Is it true 
. indeed, will God dwell onearth, 1 Kings 8:27. 
And if it were matter of worider 'to Solomon, * 
that God ſhould ſhew ſome Token of his pre-. 
ſence irtſo excellenta fabrick as that was; what 
matter of wonder is it that he ſhould come, and 
make ſhew of his preſerice iv our hearts } © -- 
_. Seventhly, /n parting his p{ory into aur hands. 
This is the oreateſt trbft that can poſſibly be 
tomntiitted with Ry thisis more _—_ 
4 * thati 
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than/all the world : for all the'y 
for this end, to promote Gods gloty. Yeay 


it is better than the blood of Chrift - for the! 


end is better than the means. Now the blood of. 
Chriſt was ſhe4to this end, for the glory of 
God. | Now then what a great (truſt is this}! 
that'is intruſted-with.you in your hands ? ſures 
ly he loves you well, that truſts his glory with 
you. : \ Your unworthy walking,wilt more dif-! 
honor Chriſt, than any thing. in the world be? 
fide. None: can honour: Cbrsft as you; and 
none can diſhonor him as you - tet. me put' 


in that by the way: | They*that have ſuch! 


2 Jewel put into their hands, had need/be cares! 
ful. Thope. by this time you are fully convin-' 


ced that the love of Chr: is a ſurpaſſing love. 


Uſe, Thereare two things thatT ſhall hence 
preſſe you to... 1..'Te Remember, . 2, An" 
[wer and zmitate'thw love of Chriſt. 3 

Firſt, To Remember this: Love. | O-Chriſti®' 
ans,” be ſure that yon never forgetſuch love as 
this, Cant. 1.4: We will remember thy love" 
more than Wine :.this ts the duty thatIam pref” 
ſing you to, thus to remember Chriſts love. 


Brethren, methinks it ſhould be impoſſible for ' 
you to forget ſuch love as chis, Methinks it': 
ſhould be needlefle to bid you remember his" 
love. . Let my right hand forget her cunning 
rather than I ſhould forget the love of Chriſt; ! 
Let my tongue forget to ſpeak, rather than'not! 
to ſpeak of this love, We ſhould ſ6oner for- : 


get to eat than for get Chriſt, And yet how 


apt are we notwithſtanding, though wwe *have+. 


{o much reaſon. to remember him , to' have* 
: ES Ws the 


3 9 
FA 


d was made; 


"3 EY a a =zD+ctc _—_ &t 


yy . 
+ - 
CI 

4 4 


ind.s wemoraby tov ER. 
-- Firſt, I wa 6afal lows, Never had zerſons 
fo mindfuba fritd. weave" in Obr: Mi 
names are ever befote him, .they'ars en | 
upon the palmis'of his hands...” He Tod 
forget himſelf as forget «5 Keiken: as wwolsfon 
get bis heart «s forget ww: + a pry 29 And 
Aaron ſhall bear the names Ss "Children 
the breaſt plane: of \ Fuidgemb hus btart, 
when he poeth in unto the wt IW fat 4 ues 
morial r# the Lord Conti lJere You 


written ; wp6 t; the breaſt | 
upon his heart”! (2.)- Th 


wrt par. cas, 
He hath your riames there 
forget you; 63-Obſerde't 
_ for's 


. | Andobferieg Theſe werers be 
hh high prieſt before (hs do Dy 
the high place; Cbyi# hath-hot -Torgottea 
flames, now-he'# gone 'irts, the- heck ph 
You know how it was 2 wich the qrtoferg 
was gotie irits' Pharoabs' preſerice; Hs 
Foſeph and "all bir afficitt \Bur' Obreſt; 
members FoſepMundbis off Bona 
though he be 1 heaven. , 

(Secoidly) It'is s ; memorable Love. tid 
© 4  . Miſes 


_ 
_ 
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Hoſes ſpake of the night of Iſracls deliverancey 
_ iohe much to I : fo ſay] 


s 


of this, love of Chriftz it « a love never to be 


upon bi heart, methinks that you ſhould ever 


bear þ5s name-upon you hearts. The love of 
Chriſt is worthy to.be for a perpetual memori» 


al upon our hearts. _ And therefore Imayſay 


to you of Chriſt, as they of him, be is worthy 


for whom thou ſheuldeFt do this. | 
_ Q«eſt.But what kind of remembrance ſhould 
we have of this love? 9 +... : 

Anſw. It mult. be a feeling; and a laſting 


remembrance,: -.- 


Fixſt, A feeling tab ſhould not | 
bea bare Hiſterical remembrance;:of Chriſt 3 
but all your affeQtions ſhould be drawn out af-' 


ter Chriſt, - He did not onely. remember yous 
bis re DTARK of you was an affeitsonate re- 


membrance ; th made it to, appear with a 
winehe, Such our. remembrance of 
C JE. amr: x27! ad 


zbrift If 23825443 HLIOT 1] Q7-9 
| Secondly) 4lefling remenbrance;it ſhould 
not be at the qnickning of a'Sermoenor the like, 
butan abiding remembrance of him, Brethren, 
our remembrance of Chrs5 ſhould be a living 
remembrance.-.. It ſhould be with «4 4: with a 
loving husband that-hath loſt his wife z it ſeems 


that where eyer he #, ſhe ſhould be with him : 
thus it ſhould be with ««,we ſhould have Chriſt 


ever with #-.-VVhat Solomon ſpeaks of the 


Law of Chriſt we ſhould ſay of the rewem: ' 


brance of Chrift. When we go it ſhould lead 
1, when we awake it ſhould talk,-with us, 


forgotten, If Chr;/# do beat your names 


Prov, 


. 


Q 
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Prov. 26.22. SoCant.1. 13. 4 bundle of 
AMyrrhe 1s my well-beloved unto me; he ſpall lye 
all night betwixt my breaſts, That's, \ay the 
Dutch Divines, the love of my beloved, efpe- 
cially of his death and ſufferings, ſhall continu-. 
ally be upon my heart ; and 1 will keepit cloſe 
with me, to be my Noſe-gay : andthe like.He 
ſhalllye between my breaſts; that is, Iwill 
keep the remembrance of his love upon my 
heart to comfort me, | 
Secondly, As you ſhould remember, ſo you 
ſhouldbe careful to imitate ant anſwer hw love. 
Beloved, a: the Apo ſays of Guds love to 
you ; what manner of love ts this, &C. . $0. it 
ſhould be faid of your love to Chriſt, what 
manner of love # th4 that you bear to Chriſt? 
It ſhould be ſuch a love, «- that people may be 
forced to ſay, what manner of love i hs that 
they bear to Chriſt? Labor to have ſuch a love. 
to Cbrift, ſo great a love, as that all other 
hong may be nothing to you in compariſon of 
the love of Chriſt. And when you have loved 
Cbrift as much as you can, weep that you can 
love him no more. | | 
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But walk in loves 'Chrift alſo hath loo 
ds, and given bimſelf for us, att. 
"offering and a ſacrifice unto God. : -. 


TS | 
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Y beloved, this ſubject, of the love 
of Chriſt to finners, % indeed. an.in-; 
conceivable Subject. I have been 

** backward” to. medle with it, for 

how ſhall If nu FnAorgy I do not know ? 

For the love of Chriſt paſſeth all knowledge. Yet 

I ſhall alittle open gk /0u, «nd tall poked 

appear that the love of Chriſt 7 great tohis 
eople - though I cannot comprehend it in the 
ength and breadth, and. beg ol depthof 

it , yet this we may know, he hatha ve- 
ry tender love t0 us, . Rev. 1. 5. To: himibat 
loved #5, and waſhed wi from our ſins an his own 
blaod, Chriſt hath Ivedas : and would you 

| | have 
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ſine in the mire; and yet he loved w arid 


waſhed «s;. when he was fain tq.ſtop his” 


breath as it were and hold his noſtrils, yet he 


would come and waſh 4s : yea he would make_ 


a bath of his own blood. Chriſt commeniled 
Mary, that ſhe waſhed his feet with her tears * 
but how #- the love of Chriſt.commenided in 
that he hath waſhed s 5: his blood? Chriſt hath 
our names down upon his book, ' Rev, 21. 27. 
There ſhall in #o wiſe enter into it any thing 
that defileth,&c. But they that are writtenin the 
booksf life;Mark,Chriſtkeeps his bookfor you, 
leſt you ſhould be forgotten, or there ſhould 


be any miſtake. It is ty ack taken fron 


men that keep their books, becauſe they will 
pot let any thing be miſtaken or forgotten. Yeay 
but b:0ks may be miſlaid : therefore Chr:ft hath 


your names written oz his breaſt. The High | 


preiſs was to have the. names of the twelve 
Tribes upon his breaſt. So doth Chriſt, he 


hath you,. for remembrance ſake , erigraven 


upon his hands, 1ſaiab 49. 15. Cana womar 


forget he# ſuckgng child, 8&0, She may forget: 
but 1 have engraven thee upon my hands: yea.. 
he hath you upon his hearr.He challengeth all 
the world for his love to you. He tels you that 
a woman may forget her child, but he will not . 


forget you, A woman canriot chuſe, bnt have 
4 very tender reſpe&t for her child - for this 
child ( faith ſhe ) have I born many a bitter 


” 


throw arid pain: now, for you did Chri# tra-. 


vail, Iſaiah $3.11 And {6 the Apoſtle Peter, 
| ba ſpeak-* 


| (266) "+. 
have a proof of his love to us ? he hath loved: 


us and waſhed us, He found us in our finsas 
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ſpmking of the Reſurreftion of Chriſt, (Aks * 
2. )he tels «4, that he being freed from rhe pains 
of death , it being im le he ſhould be hol- 
iig {| den of them. The word ip the Greek lignifies 
he | #ircb-pains. Believers, they did: as it were, . 
come forth of the womb of his lave., There # 
ed || the very picture of a believer upon the heart - 
3+ | of Chriſt. So that he cannot look upon his 
ig | handsor hi heart but he mult be put in mind of 
4; | us- ſo dear was was his loye tous. What 
-, | characters of loye be ther that cannot be found 
's in Chriſt} Love covereth a multitude of faults. 
> {| And O how may this be ſeen in Chrit? we 
f have may ſins; and yet Chriſt paſſeth by them 
qg | all. Thou art all fair, there 1s no ſpot zn thee, 
= 
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Cant. 4..7. Again Love is ſtrong. 4s death. 
And fo it was in Chriſt, his love was. ſtronger 
than death: he under went death it ſelf *for.us. 
He was not afraid to. paſſe under the pangs of- 
death that he might redeem us, - Again, love 
fils the heart with love to the perſon beloved 
what a dear reſpect hath Chr:/# for his ſpoule ! 
every thing of has ſweet to him, Come my 
Love that art in the clefts of the Rock, in the 
ſecrets places of the ſtairs, let me fee thy Coun- 
cgenance, let me hear thy voyce, for ſweet us thy 
' voyce,and thy countenance i comely,Cant.2.1 
TheGhurch ſays ſhe i black, butChriſt ays ſhe 
:« comely.But more particularly,] ſhall ſhewyou 
ſome evidences of the greatneſs 'of ' Chr:/t's 
love: His letters, are letters of Love, - His l5ps, 
they are lips of Love. HisTokens,are the rokens 
of Love. His Teft«ment, 5s the evidence of 
Love. His Blood #4 a ſtream of Love. 
. 1, His letters are the letters of Love, the 
| Goſpel, 


” 
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_ Goſpel,” 5 the book ſent down from'hedven, 
whereinevery chapter # a letter of love., Thon 
art ready: to faint ſometimes; Chriſtian," \and- 
_— z ready to prevail: here thou mayſt 
read the-promiſes under Chrifts own hand, ſent 
downfrom-'heaven to thee. ' Here thou mayſt 
read how love did care for thee, when thou 
walt in thy blood; he ſaid Live, Here thoy 
maylt read what expreſſions of love there was 
between. Chriſt and thee, when he was woes 
ing of thee : here are the letters of ks love. 
Here thou maytt read thoſe loving, melting 
paſſages 'of bis, whereby he wooed thee and 
prevailed with thee. . Here he ſhews, though 
he be abſent for a while, yet he will come again, 
Here -he hath ſet the time and the day when 

' thou ſhalt be marryed to him -' even whenthe 

Eody of Chriſt is compleat. O how canſt thou 

| hear theſe letters of love, and not be inlove 
with Chri#t again ? "BE 

Secondly, His lips ave lips of love, the kiſſes 
of bis mouth ave ſweeter than wine ;, the words 
of his mouth are better than life. Hs lips 
drop as the Honey-comb, Never man ſpakg 
like this man : all that beard himbare bim wit- 
eſſe, and wondred at the gracious words that 
proceeded out of his mouth, Well did Mary 
chuſe to fit at the feet of Chr:ff, rather than at 
the feaſt : ſhe found more fiyeet in the Honey- - 
comb of Chrifts lips, than at the'feaſt. Let - 

: butfook over the faſt fermon of Chr:/t:and - 

the laſt prayer of Chrif#, and how may this ſet 

+; a loving of Chriſt, | 7, F "O0Y 

Look over his laſt ſermon, Fohn 14. 15 and 

i 6. chap- 


p & 
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how na cakes bled. no c 
ving arguments :; though ne, Ne wil 
per yk s comforter : and he will not be lony 
from s neither, and then 'we ſhall be in no 
worſe a caſe or place than he himſelf.- . Andi 
the mean time, his going from «s #5 out of love 
to-4 : © not becauſe he wanted love. for aw _ 
but. becauſe he went to prepare a place for 


Is : ; 
Look into his laſt prayer, and how lovin 
doth he-carry 4 in bzs arms to his Father, 
he was going out of theworld, ing his Fa- 
that he would ſanifie «and keep the 
evil of the world, and that he would at length 
bring «to enjoy bis glory, - | 
Thirdly, His tokens are tokens of love. ' As 
a woman will be often looking over her tokens, 
becauſe 1n theſe ſhe ſees the heart of her belov- 
ed ; ſoif you would bein love with Chriſt be 
often looking, over the love-tokens of, Chriſt. 
Thou canſt-not tura thy eye but-thou mult fee 
his tokens. But-there are three orfour. to- 
kens eſpecially that you ſhould be Woking i 


M- 
0. ... FEY, 7 

- (Firſt,) He hath ſent thee a pardon for thy 
ſins. O whata' bleſſed token i this ? Pſa. 32, 
I,2. Bleſſed s the man- whoſe. ſin is forgiven, 
&c.He bleſſed and bleſſed again: overand o- 

ver. bleſſed; he 7-4 thrice happy man that hath 

got his pardon,why his i the token that Chriff 

ath ſent thee that art-a believer. | O look af- 
ter thy pardon,andthou ſhalt find thatthy ow 
| on 
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don i written in the blood of. Chri#:-for it © 
was bis blood that made ſatisfattion, Hetoved 
thee; and therefore waſhed thee from thy fins 
it bis blood; . O with what: joy and ſweetneſs. 
ſhouldeſt thou look over thy pardon, Chrilti- 
an! it's that which muſt carry thee through all 
thy difficulties. Doth the Devil affault thee? 
do but ſhew thy pardon and this will: worlt 
him. Doth the Lord frown upon thee ? ſhew 
him thy pardon, this will ſilence him. - Deth' 
thy Conſcience accuſe thee ? ſhew it thy par-- 
dan, and that will quiet it, Be. 

(Secondly,) He hath ſent thee a Parent for 
heaven, this hath Chriſt given you that are _ 
believers : he hath made over ta you in hi 
Goſpel a firm conveyance of heaven, So that 
I may fay a believer hath 4 true a right to hea» 
ven 4: Chriſt can make him ; yea as Chriit hath 
himſelf. Yon are they that have endured in my. 
temptations, and I appoint unto you a Kingdom 
45 my Father batb appointed me, &c, Now be-. 
lievers, can youtell the worth of ch: token ? 
can you caſt up the warth of endleffe glory ? 
can you. tell what God and heaven worth ? | 
then yoiſtnay tell mewhat this token is worth 3. * 
never was there ſuch a token ſent as this is ? 

( Thirdly, ) He hath ſent thee. the golden 
chain of the Zewels and bracelets of thy graces. 
As when the ſervant of Abraham, went to take 
Rebeckah for wife to Iſaac he gave her brace- 
lets, &c. $0 hath Chriſt to yau : he hath gi- _ 
venyou the chain of all the graces. Theſe are - 

- the Jewels he hath adorned you with, - Doſt 
thou find any faith, loye, &c, inthee ? though. 
i 
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ven nor 
a this, than he hath done for all the: 
fide.  O' how thankful ſhould you-bez that 
have received ſuch a token from him? Chriſt 
an, whef\' ever thou doſt feelthe operations 
the ſpirit of Chriſt within thee, let this mind 
thee'of the love of him that hath ſent thee all 
this: | % bs 2] - OW LN 
(Fourthly,) He hath ſent thee the ſeal and 


' teſtsmony of his ſpirit. Halt thou received the 


ſpirit of adoption. teaching thee to cry Abba 
Father? It was hethat ſent it. . -Haft thou fo 
ſure a guide; as'the ſweet compaſſionate ſpirit ? 
ſo.loving a Counſeller as the ſpirit of Chriſt in ' 
thee ?-"O' take notice of the love-of Chriits in 
ſending him to thee, wes 

Fourthly, ' # teſtament is the' evidence of 


| love, beloved, .itis impoſſible for me to utter, 


or you to conceive the riches of Chriſts-love 
expreſſed to you in his teſtament,bis Covenant: 
herein,Chriſtian,thou mighteſt Tead the ſtrange 


love of Chriſt to thee, in that he hath/given 


thee his teſtament, and delivered it to thee zs 
his at-anddeed, ſealed with his own blood. 
O how much did David make of rhis.? _ It was 
the laſt. words of that ſweet ſinger of 1/rael. 
Alrhough my bouſe be not ſo with God, yet be 
hath made with nie an everlaſting Covenattt, or- 
dered'im all things "and ſure and this ally 


 ſa'vation'and all my deſire, 2'Sam. 23, Heihad 


all that heart could wiſh for in this Covenant. 
P O Chriſti - 
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nant? O make much of this covenant, 'tis4._ 
ſweet tokenindeed.  O the great privil A 
and ſweet immunities that are conveyed to be- 
levers here! freedome from ſm; from the 
guilt and power of fin. Freedome from miſe«- 


ry; from the wrath of God, the curſe of the 
law, fromthe ſting of death, from the evil of 
the world, fromthe danger of hell. . And beſide 
all this, what legacies hath he givett thee in the” 
covenant? God for thy Father, himſelf for thy” 
Saviour, his ſpirit for thy comforter and fanctt- 
fier, his Minifters for thy teachers, his ordi- 


nances for thy furtherance in grace : there he 


hath given thee thy adoption and afſurance for 
heaven, Do but look over this, and ſay if 
thou canſt,that Chrift hath not loved thee. 
Fifthly, Hs Blood 1s a ſtream of love, doſt 
thou doubt of the love of Chriſt ? do but look 
upon him on his crofſe, how his feet and hands 
and heart are pierced - thou maylt ſee the love 
of Chriſt flowing out of every part. - - | 
Uſe, Now lince Chriſt hath fo loved youy 
you that are his people do you love him again. 
O where ſhould you beſtow your love, place. 


your affections, fix your hearts but here? Þ 


ſhall give you two motives. He defires your 
love: and he deſerves your love. *"R 
Firſt, Conſider he defires your love.; You 
have-feen a little how Chriſt doth Jove you; 
and what doth he expect, but that you ſhould 
fove him again ? and can there be any thing leſs 
that he could: require! -O methinks++thog* 
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love; fono ſufficiency in the world-will be ſuf 
ficient for love, unleſle you give love your love! 
again, 1 Cor, 13..3., Now Chriftiang be-per- 
ſxaded then to give away thy heart out of hand 
to Chriſt,O beitow thy love upon him, where- 
haſt thou ſuch a thing in thee, but that thou 
fhouldit love Chri# ? doth any man gram 2 
vineyard, and not expect to eatof the truit of 
it ? hath he put love into thee, and doth not he 
expect that thou ſhouldeſt love him ? _ 
Secondly, He deſerves your love. Timay 
ſay of him as they of the Centurion : be is wor- 
thy thou ſhouldſt do this thing for him; for he. 
laveth our nation, Worthy #« the lamb that was 
lain to receive honor and ſtrength, &c, He is 
worthy to receive all, that you can give unto 
him, If there were”any thing elſe that were 
worthy of your love, there might be ſome ex- 
cuſe that you did not beſtow it upon Chriſt 
But alaſs there is nothing here that doth de- 


| ſerve your love. As Paul ſaid, was Paul 


Crucified for you, 6c. . ſo may. Ifay were 
theſe things crucified for you? but Chriſt was 
crucified for you ; he hath deſeryed your love. 
This is he that came in ws the world ro ſeck.and 

2 ro 
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20 ſave, That came and found you naked and) 

dead and wounded : and then let out his blood: 
and cured you. ' This is he that when he camey. 
you ſpit upon him, and refuſed him ; yet he 
would not be put off from you ſo;but he would! 
do.you good. 'How often hath he come and: 
refreſhed you with the refreſhings of his love? 

. howoften hath;he taken you into his galleries 
and filled you with his ſecrets ? you that are 
beleivers may remember the places where he! 
hath given you viſits, and made you taſt of the! 
powers of the world to come. - ; 
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| Math 15. 29; bas 
0. womar, greet 7s thy fit. 0 29 


, | * Tat ? 
foo hive read noted and remar- 
' kable' ſtories'of ſundry-great'ex-' 
: pioits, that have beeri done by the' 
 ':Fetiowned worthiesof the world - 
but ted 'are nvu'exploits nor | Ir x9 non 
ſo renowned: as thoſe that been\done eg mares 
The Scripture gives many: inſtances 
kind: : and ſhews us how: greatly the Lond fe 
ſus Chriſt was bd romp with the lively aſtings 
of his peoples faith Faith is of great: price: 
with,- and ſhall obtain great praiſe fromthe 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. ©: >. | 
In this chaprey, you have a moſt notable vie 
tory that was obtained by 4 poot-worhaty” by" 
the power and ſtrength of her faith, "Here's 
poor weak/woinan by.the —_ of het faith 
T2 yreltling 


"FD wreſtling with Jefus Chriſt, obtains the vio. | 
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r hold but p 


; that he could no tc | 
Bier requeſt. Her fairtÞ notadly ſcorer 
fin prting her upon Jang Fiſt. - Na 
ture will ſend men in their diltrefſes to natural 
helps; but faith will ſend them to Chriſt, to 
ſeek their help inhim. / And then her faith dif: 
overs it ſelf in putting her upon purſuing of 
Chrift. Ebrilcewk tp gives repulle; to her 
faith, be anſweret, her not a worq; he was re- 
ſolved ts puther faith tot: thathe might ex- 
erciſe her faith. Yea whenthe *D:/c:ip/es came 
to ſpeak for her; he anſwered, / am nor ſent 
but tothe loft ſheep of the houſe of 1ſrael.But ſhe 
makes another onſet upon Chr:/#, Then came 
ſhe, and _worſbipped, ſaying, Lord belp ne. 
Well, Bit he gives her another repulſe, he 
ſeems to put her off with a check ; 'tis not 
meet to wire the-Childrens bread toglogs, Byt 
behold the impgqrtunity: of faith ; ſhe purſues 
the-vitory ſtill, [ſhe confeſſes that ſhe was þut 
a but ſhe pleads that ſhemight have the 
priviledge of a dog :- eyen the dags have rhe. 
crunbs that fall from their maſters table, 'and 

I be a dag; yet tet me havethe-crumbs, 
Well now; he- could no longer hold, but, 88 
Foſeph he'breaks: out in the praiſe of. this wo- 
mans faith. O womangreat « thy faith. © 
- In Zuke 5, you: have the ck of the Palſie 
ſuing to Chriſt for cure and obſexye how earneſf 
he is, when they could not find which way 
to come to Chrilit,; they went to the houſe top 
and let him down nt the midſt before Feſws Here 
ways lively faith indecd, if copld by no meang. 


L 


with faith, ſo he gratifies it, and: gives. it. the 
anſwer thatit would have, what word can be 
- ſweet to. faith, as Sox thy ſins are forgeuer 
thee ? a dE gu 
Queſt. But why is Chriſt ſo:greatly pleaſed 
with bis peoples faith, 73 I 
Anſw. Firſt, Becauſe thisisthe great thin 
commanded by bim, Chri#t layes Sore bteſ 
upon this command than: upon all the reſt: to = 
wit the command of believing,” Fobs 6.29. 
T bis.is the work of God,. thar ye believe on him 
whom he bath ſent. This is TH Emwork, of God. 
THE wotk with an emphaſis, noge to this; This 
is the great command, 1 Fobn 3. 23.. This s 
his command, that we ſhould believe on uhe name 
f bois Son Feſwa Chriſt. : There are many 0- 
ther commands, but this is the great command 
of all, And therefore 'tis that Chriſt dath ſo 
generally pleafe himſelf in,his peoples faith: bee 
cauſes this is the great thing erequizes of 


us; | 
Secondly, 'Becaufe this is that which doth 
fer ſo oreat eſteem upon bim, . Chriſt pri 
faith, for faith above- all things prizes Ghri 
and gives glory to.Chrilt. Chriit is not mag» 
nified and glorified in.any thing ſo much, as by 
his; peoples: faith. Faith expptics a of our 
ſelves, and gives all the glory to Jcſus : makes 
#8 vile.in our own Rh zpnifies Chriſt 
4. in 
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mour eyes;'1 Pete2,:7, Unto you therefore. | bo 
bar believe be 45. precious. ' Faith and Chriſt” fx: 
A mutually./precious .one +to-another, - || a1 
O the ſweet embraces there are between theſe” I ly 
two friends when they meet ! O precious faith,” Þ ©: 


ſaith. Chriſt, 2 Pex. 1. 1. - And Q precious: | to 
Chriſt, faith faith. O precious . Savior, faith © I] C! 
faith, and O. precious ſervant, faith Chrilt,.- 
Faith faith, none but Chriſt ,” and Chriſt ſaith,” I +1 
none but faith :. onely believe, Sith therefore 


Cbrift is ſo precious, unto faith, no wonder en 
that faith is ——_— unto Chritt. © w 
: Nowthen beloved, flir up- your faith; a» || C 


bound in the lively exerciſe of your faith : and» I} e) 
thereby you may be very pleaſing to Jeſus - I C 
Chriſt nothing. will pleaſe him like. this.- + If © JJ 4s 
thou art a believer, I know it is in thine heart © I at 
to. pleaſe thy Lord.If thou kneweft what would -- | C 
pleaſe him, woulſt thounot do it?! How'1s the I} «) 
church pleaſed,.'to think how ſhe. would pleaſe I} ar 
Jeſus Chrilt ?:Caxr, 1. 12. While the King: © of 
fitteth at bis Table, my ſpik:nard ſeudeth fd Þ 

the ſwell thereof. It gave her great contenty 2 
to think how ſhe would pleaſe :Jefus Chrifty.  Þ th 
Would you know how to. pleaſe Jeſus Chriit?- I} in 
here you are directed : be much in believing II i 
learn the skil of believing ; be much in the ex- - I it 
erciſe of your faith, As David danced before ©} «© 
the. Ark. with all bs might, fo: put forth your- I { 
faith with vigor and actvity.' In this above all Y w 
things you will be pleaſing ta. Jeſas' Chrit. We YA 
read how Herod xwas pleaſed: with Herodias © tt 
daughter when ſhe danced before him, . er, 
6, 22, infomuch that ke [ware to. hex, to mw . 
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and wore then'nothing. | It will make thee not 
 onely to ceaſe admiring g thy {elf, but" to _ 
thy ſelf,, and repent ind aſhes.” 


rat fe Pod ny ke Oe 4 hy valf 
Kinodom. Thus do thou put forty thy fa 

a lively aQtivity;and'he w be pleaſed inflate 
ly with this, iy ones Abe - 0 thee tho 


ſhalt have thy ask IrFanyeryH ith, 
to lay' hold of Che Wh Where is Ty faith 
Chriltian, try now what thy faith catids. © 
Oue#, But wherein Len”, fact , 
vigorouſly, that you may pleaſe Ft 6 
: ire rſt, pr do Amiibildrion. _ 
emptying your 'ſelves'of your Bro: oe. 
was the way, the Covbrions fitth Jus 
Chriſt much, "making him fo lirtle ih 
eycs, "And this'was the way the woman o 
Canaan didipleaſe-Chriſt with her-faith.. Fai 
is a grace that wilt ex6eedin y little" us, and 
abaſe us, it GEE ps that hee Loh 
Camel, to be enough to an 
eye of a needle, ' It- will make rhe& feem leſs 


ſhew thee a Chr is; and ſeeing E. by 
thee,/ thou ſhalt” "diſappear , and"fee- nothing 
in thy:ſelf but unw6rthineſs. The' aye 
ſhines in the night 3 but when the 

it cannot fo much as be ſeen. When ls ON: Ori 
ent Sun Chriſt ariſerh,/t0 the eye of faith, then 
ſelf will not be feet,” it will not appear. Faith 
will lay thee where thou ſhouldft be,withe duſt 
Ant then Chrsft will be where he ſhould be, in 
the Throne, - Whett man' ftandsfor a Cypher 
then Chirſt ſignifies fomewhar indeed.” When 
man ſets down himſelf for a Bankrupt, then he 
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 fues ont. for the unſderchable' riches of 
'O be mph encengty hand wil 
- empty thee to purpoſe. This is the languageef 

Rik Load Twm undoge,.do thou ſet me up;1 
am « Bankrupt, do thou pay my debt; -Lagd, 
- my righſeouſneſs is but rags : my beauty is 
but rottenneſs-; my pedigree, is but beſengſy; 
my portion. meer poverty :- my power, meer 
infirm! py; Lord, here is work for thee; | help 
Lord.! This is the language of faith:and thete- 
fore it is, that Chriſt and faith do fit ſo well-te- 
gether. Faith hath need of every thing that 
Chriſt hath,- and Chriſt hatha ſupply for evs- 
ry want that Faith hath... As for unbelievers, 
they make light of Chriſt; they are rich, and 
need not his gold : they are well, and havens 
need of his ſalve. But now faith, that 
and humbles the man, and makes him to fue 
out to Chriſt ;, faith will fetch out all that ia 
Chriſt, . Loxd, here'is a beggar-for.thy. bounty 
Here i$a- Lazar, for thy. cure. Herg-488 
palſie hand, a blind eye, here is a wound-far 
thy ſalve. Chriſt, he comes agan open co 
tain, and faith briugs anempty veſſel, - Chriſt 
comes with a full purſe, and faith with anemp 
ty hand. Chriit, comes -with an open hoe ps 
faith with an-open mouth; . Chriſt comes git 
ing, and; faith comes gaping. . | Faith comet 
Lord, here isa belly for-theeto fill-; havens 
back for thee to cover. I am.pgor and emwhr 
bed of all, Ihave not a penny-left,: and;nong 
can helpme but thee,I ſtarve -ynleſſe thay help 
Thus faith comes as a hungry child fixes his & 
upon the eye of his Father, earneſtly- looking 

| upod 
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gave he power - #6 become' the 8, 74 der 
50 them that belieus'ion bis / mame; 42. 


_ Faithfits like the cripple at the- beautiful gate 


of the Temple to. receive: an alms:: Beloved, 


the Goſpel is tMart,and are - 
the hip, me GEE IE 


+ necept: 
akie You. While deit wemaxpitnn} rm 
tet your Souls anſwer, Lord, withmy 
hs bend iDNeacope hen; 3 6h/Ades © 
thy word toall intents and purpoſes. © Itake 
thee not onely to receive thy-pay,: butto 
under thy banner: not.onely to be juſtified: by 
thy righteouſneſs, but: :to be goyernedi by hy 
laws.” This 4s the and vital e&t of faith, 
that is ofabſolute 'fieceſſify/to ſalvation. The 
Lord [Jeſus Chriſt is:offered rogyow; +! In the 
name. of the erertial God 1 offer him to-you all; 
ſee'that you take/him-by faith.-;. O- fanthfaith 
Logd ] accept thee;you will allfay we wn 
Chriſt, we Joe elſe : but:conſider it, be 
not raſh, .know the manner of your husband : 
pms will have Chriſt, you mult nor live as 
you liſt : you muſt þe under government,.and 
ttrict government,you mult not have himand 
the world waz you -mult caſt Your _ y 
opes 


ſometimes inthe world, ſometimes he Ly. 
ometimes he hath none: you muſt run 
| = h him; younuſt /xffer with bits 
gn with bim, + Now what faith 
Tar ts: this ? O faith faith, I will take 
withall my heart. Faith ſaith as Rurhts 
Naomi, Rach. 15 16." whither tho fda 
will go; remake thou —_— 1 apt 
tby'people e my people,and thy Go 
Pets muſt ax: £900 accept of Chrcf Chriſt 21 
(Firſt,) Accepe che perſon of Chrift.The Lond 
Jeſus Chriſt is offered in a marriage -covenant- 
to you in the' Goſpel : 'ahd a1marriage, 'ignot” 
between a perfox and parritzouy; but! perſon” 
and perſon: true faith is not onely-for. the bene 
fire o Chriſt but the per/ox of iChriſt:'! There 
i*s pow OO wig Ra fiek _ _ 
fick, ſponſes taking t C1an ! 
rw as AY #14; : but the for 
ſon. The ſick-mantak$himtill the cure” 
bed , and than: values: - the phyſician” 
but the ſpouſe for hefs inall-conditions fore 
ver ; the takes his perſon.!:: Thus nl you#. | 
faith do; you mult chuſe the'Lord Jeſus ; 
not for the fatuation onely thathe brings, _ | 
the excellexncy that is in him--' As; Chriſt will” 
not be contented with any thing of © yours,: but © 
you : fo ſhould you do; be contented with nos” 
thing of Chriſt, but himſelf, FIN 1:1 
Secondly, You maſt accept: the pardin of 
Cbrift. Chriſt, with his perſon -dothy offee® 
you all his benefits. And as 'tis — 
that” 
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that then, and-then 


and ava bens come vm. 
Ye bs pardon | and if 
you will accept- him, you ſhall have 
indy): The priſe africa 

(Thuraly, © prom es 4 | 
promiſes are 'in him. yea , and"in bim Amen. 
Take Chriſt :and you may lay holdof alithe | 
promiſes as yours. 

(Fourthly,) -— he ono of Clret.. "tisa 
Kingdome ered to youall, inthe Gof- 
pel: peck Chaiſe acre } be heirs of a 
Kingdom. Lay hold of Chriſt, and youdoat 
the ſame'time lay bold of etrrnal life. 

Thirdly, By. way of /exultatzon, recjoyang 
in Chriſt, triumphing in Chrilt, 2 Cox. 2.14. 
Thanks be to God, "that giveth us- 5 canſe 
ro triumph in Chriſt; Your faith be tri- 
unphing, you ſhould in —_— 
mercy, merit, promiſes, riches, kingdom of 
Chrig: O you that Shins; you have 
cauſe indeed always to triumph inChriſt. what! 
have you received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ?: are 
you married to ſuch a | Husband ?- © how 
ſhould you boaſt of him, © how ſhould 
you. pleaſe him? _ ſhould yon glory in 
the booty that'you have got ? you have got 
a prize indeed. Vow harkaſt por Chriſt haſt 
a husband indeed» let your, hearts -xejoyce in 
him - Thouarta: believer, thou are really e- 
ſpouſed to Jeſus Chriſt ; thou mayſt make as 
real a claimto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as « wife - 
to her. Husband. - And thou mayelt make _ 
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of Jeſus 
a wife tothe ſtate and goods of her I 


there is the greateſt reallity in theworld in this. 
'tis astrue as any thing in the world-canbe-- 


true; Thou haſt a real intereſt in the Lord Je» 
ſus Chriſt,and may'f boldly make thy claimito' 


him as thine ownHusband:do I ſpeak any thing | 


but what the Lord hath fpoken? you are maris 
edunto Chriſt that wasraiſed from the dead; 
that you might bring fruit unto God, Row!9.44/ 
mark, 'tis not ny word,'tis Gods word. Taks 


| heed thou doſt not blaſpheme : doſt thou think 


that God doth goto deceivethee?far be it from 
thy thoughts. | Believer, 'tis ſo: of a truthy 
Chriſt is thine ;. thy Hhiusband, and thoumayſt 
boldly lay claim to him. Confider what a hus« 
band Chriſtis ; is not he the King of the Kings” 
of the earth? This is he unto whom Angels 
and authorities and powers are made ſubject; 
This is he whom all the Angels of God:do-wors 
ſhip:Heavenand earth are at his beck:heis ex» 
alted above all heavens, and hath a name /a« 
bove every name that is named : this is Pact om 
loved and friend. O ſhould not thy faitheri- 
umph in him ? | phy. 
Fourthly, By wey of re/ignation, in p'ving 
up- your fetves. to _ Chriſt. | Faith, ag 
takes Chriſt,ſo itdelivers up the ſoul to Chriſty 
Faith makes a happy exchange for us, giving: 
away the man to Chriſt,” and receiving Chriſt. 
for us: Thus, 'between' Chriſt and a believers” 
there is a mutual delivery of themfelves-over 
to one another. - As faith 'receives Chriſt, - 
| it 


7 


RL oF we. Pe 3.6 00M 6 a TT TR YT 8 90 WS. 3. #8 Wc? "_ » 4 


then the benefits of Chriſt : : foi it a 

perſon of EE to-Chriſt, Cage = 
perſon it gives «ll the reFb; theeltate, intereſt, 
andall to Jeſus Chriſt, thus you ſhould be ex- 

erciſing your faith, 

Fifthly, by way of Adoration;thus faith ſhould 
put forth its ſelf YpOR. boa" 2 a 
Crowns before him : the Lor NE rg 
Chriſt in the throne "f is hi + an excellency 
we ſhould admire..nothing but him, 56 ea 
in pieces all our Idols, and pulling them down, 
that _ alone may be exalted. 

Sixthly, By way of Appreciation,prizing and - 
Scanned ? Chal dal ſelf _ all other 
excellencies in compariſon of Chrift : account- 
ins all things but dung for Chriſt, ſuch was 
Pauts faith. 

Seventhly,By way of Appropri etion, ſo your 
faith ſhould put forth it ſelf, It ſhould not 
only put forth it ſelf in a way of Affience onely, 
leaning w_ Chriſt: but ina way of aſſurarce. 
You ſhould labor to come up to this, not only 
to believe that Chriſt dyed for his people in 
rn but to believe his death was intended 
or you in particular to appropriate him toyour 
ſelf, Thus faith Mr upon Chriſt, This _ 

Tho- 


He | S (226) "0 
Thomas, tis faith when once it was fitrred up 
My Lords iund any Godzit | Eto. 
himſelf as:his;+ Lord,: : ſairh'-fs weak, 
butthou'art my thy Fam”  feneey bur 
thou art my. righteouſneſfe, I amunclean, but 
thou art my ſancification. 'Fam miſerable, but 
"__ art ah redemption. 2}, 24 
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Mark 1.15. | 
Rope Je, and beleive the Goſpel. ; 


'Y FE beloved dived .yon have 
often heard our Savior preaching to 
| you by ou- by his. Ambaſſadors * but now 
is come to' preach to you, -asit 
were, inhisown perſon. What was ſaid of 
Abel istrue of Chriſt, be being dead yer ſpeak- 
2h. Chriſt beinig dead yet preacheth to you, 
But what doth Chriſt preach to you, now he 
” Wh 8 he preacheth no other -thing 
W reac no ot to you, 
now he? Wed, than he did in his life : Nepens 
arid believe the Goſpel, That, Le preach- 


eh to you, faith atid repentance, FOE to- 
ware God, aid Linh in_ th the Lord Jeſus 
rilt;** >. 


Firſt, Repentence towards God, fee here 
*8 Chriſti- 


RED 


thenee, calls upon thee to pen, 
thy Ts Grring, | ferbg he cl 


to repentance, wh optorex $ 
if this ſhallnot ? qu ae may. ron the Lords: 
ſeverewrath againk ſin.See it here in the below! 
ed Son of God, who is ſlain before your eyes. 
for your ſins. Ah,Chriftian,if thou hadſt ſtood: 
with Abraham, and ſeen the fire of Sodom, Or 
with Adam, and ſeen -God commanding, 
then thruſting them out of the garden. If thay 
hadit'been in heaven, and ſeen what the wratiy 
of God did there, what work it made yyhen the | 
Angels ſinned. ., Orif thou had beed'in ell, 
and ſeen and heard the damned there. how. 
wouldſt thou look ypon thy ſin? *O fec here, 
more than all this ; Gods wrath burning 
his own Son, for thy fin. Wt 
O ſee here the love of Chriſt !.in vain we is 
al! th andoy tears and forrow,. had not Chriſt made 
or thee. O fee him, and hear him ſpeals 
ing Move Sas the croſſe, my wounds ſhall healthy 
ſoul, if thou wilt but. repent. Theſe hands' 
ſhall work out thy ſalvation, if thou wilt but. { Z 
turn and repent. Ah finner ! what is not.thy sf 


making thy ſubmiſſion, and return tothe Ly > | fe 
as one that melteth at the word of. his LOIG'y thi 
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will but repent ? behold, I cover niy head with 
fackcloth. I am the offender, as for this lamb 
what hath he done? O Lotd it repentethime of 
my rebellions: Ilay down my .w- -pons: +I 
ſwear, I will be a reſolved enemy againſt fin. as 
long asT live, | + 
Secondly; Another thing that Chriſt in his 
coſtly death preacheth to you; is Faith, Faith in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he calls upon you to be- 
lieve now heis upon his crofle. Methin k sI 
hear him calling upon you from the croſſe. Be- 
lieve the reality arid greatneſs of my love, Be- 
lievethe infiniteneſs of my power. . The full 
a——_ of all my fins, The m_ of all Gods 
threatnings, certainty of all -my promi- | 
ſes. Thy unqueſtionable right and title to the 


OL giory. | iv, 
Firſt, Believe the reality and greatneſs of my 
love, Methinks he ſpeaks: - 5 to ws Oo 
man, what ſhould I have done more to teftifie 
iny love to thee than'T haye done? read all the 
is Y Antiquities, and ſee ,whether- there was any 
JI love like mine! thou canſt -not believe, but 
re ety parents love thee; 'when' they take 


tare of thee: -but whoſe love is like mine ? did 
theſe ever ſuffer for thee or do'for thee what I 
have done 2 what are all theſe ſufferings that I 
have ſuffered for thee ? did T deſpiſe my fathers 
slory,atid leave it for thee,&did not loye thee? 
O flow of heatt to believe all thatT have done 
and ſuffered for thee ! if Idid not love thee, 
what ſhould move me to dye for thee ? did any 
thing in thee? no, did any profit from thee 

Q.2 move 


- , NBI0). . - © DE 
move me 7 no, Iknew that man is not ptohta- j ; 
ble to God. Was it any returns from'"thes? 
no, I knew how thou wouldf be : how unkin 

. thou wouldſt be to me. O Chriſtian, doukt 
not of -my love to thee. - Doubt not of 'my 

*help, doſt thou think that I would give my 
ſelf for thee, and will not give my hand #6 
thee ? do not doubt that I will caſt r he oft,doft 
thou think that Ihave ſuffered all this for thes, 

and thy I will caſt thee off at laſt ? no, no; 

Secondly, Believe the infiniteneſs of ' myſt: 
wer. This is the-language of Chriſt from/hi 
croile, believe the exceeding greatnefſe of my | 
power. He ſpeaks thus :- O man,; what'i! 
thou-ſhouldſt have no friend but I, cannot Fap 
hold thee ? Theſe ſhoulders, that did bea 

- under all that Hell could invent againſt me,ſhul 
not they uphold thee ? fear not 'to committ 
ſelf with confidence to me. See, I am'ableto 
keep what thou committeſt to my truſt, 

Thirdly, -Belzeve wee expiation of all thy 
ſins. lam here a ſatisfaQion for thy fin, Fel 
not; I amthy atonement, thy peace, thy pi 
pitiation of thy fins, what though thou art enip 
ty ? behold the fulneſs of my ſatisfaction, wl . 
amlT here for? Tam cut off, but not for my 
'tis for thee, This is my meaning in my deat 


eq 


this is the end why I am upon the crofle; #0 
make expiation for fin, and bring in everla t- 
 ingrighteouſneſs. All you like ſheep are gale 
aſtray, and God hath laid on me the inic uitles 
of you all. - Believe it, God will not requilie 
the debt of the principal and ſurety too ' BY 


a 25 : — 
conſcience trouble thee at any time ? ſprann 


(23 r) L RE oe MIN Es - 
it but with this blood, apd it willbe at peace. } _ © 
Art thou afraid - to come into the_preſey=e of. " 
God ? do but carry me with thee, -and:rnou 
ſhalt be ſafe. _ _ 4s 0 

Fourthly, Believe the truth of all Gods 
threatnings:here thou ſeeſtallthe ings 
God executed upon me. See here, and belie 
what God will do to thoſe that go on n their 
treſpaſſes. If he laid ſo much on me, what will 
he do to them ?. believe alſo his threatnings of 
correCting you, it you fin :- for he will puniſh 

Y. your fins with rods, and your iniquitzes with 
chaſtiſements, | 4% | 

Fifthly,: Believe the certainty of all my pro- 
miſes, this is another word that Chriits crofſe 
and. death ſpeaks to you, what is the-mean- 
ing ofthis death of mine, and of this blood and 
ſatisfaction of mine, but. that. the covenant 
might be- ratified, and all.the promiſes ſealed, 
and nothing diminiſhed, . but all my Teſtament 
and covenant: might he ratified for ever ? Be. 
hold, this blood that flows from my:wounds is 
ſprinkled upon the people for the purifying of 
them. All is as ſure as my death and blood can 
make them. Here thou ſeeſt all ratified inmy 
blood. Man, thinkeſt thoy that I would dye 
with a lye. inmy mouth ?. doſt thou think that | 
I would ſuffer all this for thee, if I.megnt not 
to do thee good? + /,, --;; | HEFTY 

Sixthly, Belzeve thy unqueſtionable right and 
title to the Kingdom of glory.. Why here thou 
doſt ſee the price and ranſome, the-money paid 
down : and what meaneth all this thinkeſt thay, . 
but tq buy in thy name into the inheritance? - 

Q 3 Now. 
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+ Now Chriſtians, where is your faith?" 

methinks your ſails ſhould be pp. -Methinks 
yore ſhould be: trimmphing, though you are 

ere'in the world. As Paul, Who # be that 
condemns ? it ts Chrift her died, W ye 
what objections can be made ? what canunbe- 
lief fay, that cannot be —_— here iti the! 
death of Chrift?ſhall Imuſter up all its force. 4 
tell you what the death of Chri doth ſpeak t9/ 
it? give me leave to touch. upon ſome” de 
them. ba. 
Firſt, methinks T hear unbelief object 
from the terribleneſs of Gods threamnings, 
ayes the ſoul, my heart melteth within me, 
while I hear the wrath of God threatned agai . 
fin. *methinks I come lately from Mount Sai; 
wher I heard the Law given withthe Trumpet” 
& a ſhout,and a curſe © proghtiabed majoli th hat” 
kept not the words of this Law. O how cat” 
my foul bear up againſt all thefe curſes ?*  *7 

But now how ſweetly doth the croſſe of 
Chriſt, and death of Chriſt anſwer thy fears ? 
Hear thy Saviors language. 4 
O foul be not afraid, do not thou fear and” 

flag : all theſe threatnings were intended a- 
gainſt me;all wer fulfilled upon me. Juſtice hath” 
nothing to ſay to thee: all the curſes are met'to- 
gether npon me. That is the meaning of it ; that. 
thou maylt be free, though I take mthe wrath 
of the Lord into my own body. Oh ! behold . 
me,bchold me : ſee how full Tam of the wrath © 
of Godin body and ſoul ; my ſoul x excerding. 
forrowful even unto death. 


Methinks I ſhould hear thee ſay, now beck 


=o 
4 


2 yR—_ 
- $4 


w % ws, 
-# > Ng, WM 2 FE a F. gt - hy x 


. - (90” - RO 
1fce my liberty, in thy bonds. | , ſalvation, ” © 
M thy torment pain., T have fe zen ty 1 r- 

ro and out-cry,/ and SlibeRondy the meani ing ; 

and intent. of all ; that it was" to mm 

curſe fron me. Now arife O my fout ati. 
herit the bl Therefore was "Chriſt made 4 
curſe that the bleſſing of Abraham might 
upon the Gentiles. "was per 4 Jleffin 
Abraham? I will bleſs thee, and mak 
bleſſing. 1 will bleſs es that bleſt this, and 
cur - es hls Cer 7 thee, '. And apain, Te Fa 
bliſh my Coveriatit berween me and thee,  Re- 
joyce, O my ſoul reſoycs Akt my Hulre- 
joyce-in God my la pos OW i Ae Fa 

hath oy rice blefs "Fear 
not,now mouth of the Law is for ever Fo 


thou ſhalt never hear one curſe more of 
; mouth. of the Law. © © foul , 
x with for that is not” faid t up thee 
overtant'? he hath faid, he wilt 
thoithe able to know the 
nt! Ty te 


7 s to i 
gig to ary out WY is ge: 
multitude, ger! of ty ſins? they at's gon 
over my head, andI art ore afraid, [ bays io; 
thing to pay my debt.” Fo 
But heax, now What Chrift aks to has: 
This is the of his death and Wounds, 
fear not fin. , Have I beenſo long with thee. va 
doſt thou not know me, Philip? fo faith he'to 
thy ſoul, what ! been here 4 long with.me, 
and converſed with me ſo long, arid dolt thou 
Q 4 - Not 


js "(230, 
- not know me yet ? are. thy ſins infigi 
' not my-mercies infinite ? are thy ſing 
am not I God above all,cqual Fong. $0 pro 
Ologkunto'me, and reſt in the fulnefs © | 
fatisfaction + Iam thy ſurety. -All thy debt 
be_upon-me : all thy wants are upon 6, what 
_ if thou haſt nothing to pay? T have, eno! 
me and thee, Iam the Scape-goar that have a> = 4 
ried away thy fin into-a land of forgetfulntſs "ye T 
have flain the enmity of fin upon the crofſe,and 
have reonciled. you to my Father. Here' is ; 
redemption, full redernption, plentiful redemp- 7 
tion, behold,my blood ſpeaketh-peace to your: 
Wilt thou not believe the voyce, of my dea h: 
and blood to thee?thus Chriſt's death can ſpeak 
lbagguly to all that thy ſins can, If aga inſt 

ec EY 

Now doth not thy faith Rand” upri 
Chriſtian? methinks I ſhould . hear” 
Lord "tis enough, thou haſt laid down thy lite 
for a ranſome ; L ſee. my. cure in thy. wounds.” 
I doubt not butthy Llgodi 1$ ſufficient t cleanſe; 
me from all my fins.” 

And. who now. ſhall ap ſt me? 
Ah Juſtice, once a terrible wards Sn oy 
thy face with comfort. Once Tyſtice oa 
terrible, as neyer was the face of a. og more 
terrible to the priſoner at the bar,” th an on | 
me, but now 'tis pleaſing to me, * Once,l h 
rather have fallen jnto the lions mouth, that te 
come to it; O how did my ſoul grow pale, an 

my: heartready to dye like Nabals within 

when ſaw the ballance held up in one Heh 


| the fn word in the orher ! but no, I ſce, that the 
death. 


oF” Se Pres bor at 

' | now ſee a great wonder: the pyre'holy 
of God taking pleafure in. 7 
ſtricteſt juſtice ſhaking hand ti 
der, now. the jultice, of . vd is becc 
friends {0 ed orc; al 
Third, Obje#?, ,O: but ynbelief {cen 
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thee by the hand as he did Peter, O chow of lit- 

. tle faith,why didft thou doubr?look here by my 

croſs, and ſee all thine enemies lye ſlain by my 

death : and-what wilt thou be. afraid, that thy 
flain-enemies will riſe again, and purſue thee ? 
methinks, ſoul, I ſhould hear thee triumphing 

and crying out, what can you do, O my ene- J 
mies ?I have ſeen captivity led Captive : and _ 
for whom did he overcome but for me ? as 

for me, now I will throw out the gantlet,an 

bid defiance ta my enemies; Who i be char 
condemns? It is Chriſt that dyed, who ſhall ſe- 

perate us from the love (or death) of Chriſt? - 
fhall tribulation, or diftreſſe, &c., Nay in all 


theſe 


Wn 0 Io Re ee oo RL ho, ww 
i DEL ant Cn, Hh on 


We 16) . "mn 
me are more than conguerar Re;K, 
aded, that neither death, nor li fe, 


all be able to ſeperate ts from the lo 

God which it in Chrift Feſia our Lord, Ties 
now all overcome in the death of Chriſt; * 
vils, I tear you not ; I behold afl your gina 
chains,and made captives by Chriſt, 
I fear thee not; for I know that thou F. Ig 
. himthathod the power of death and vils, 

ow that thy cont{neon is altered,and thoy _ 
plows oovgir agen to arreſt me ; but 
with'an invitation, to ##v3te me to feaſt with 
the Lord, And thanks be tg God who hath; & 
ven #5 the vittory. : 


To the mo belvued people the 
 fockof bi in Taunton, 


Salvation, 


Loving and moſt dearly belowed, 


have lately received your affetionate ler- 
[ cer; and thought never queſtion your af- 

fections tome, and need no verbal teſti- 

mony 3 yetl cannot but take it thankfully, 
and read it delightfully, when I fee it atteſted 
under your own . AndI cannot buttell 
you, you are the people of my cares, the defire 
of my eyes,te of of my delights,8 of my 
prayers. My labors with you for many years, 
though ſome time attended with afeaky, and 
ca_— yet were not tedious ; bat - my time 
paſſed like Facabs, when he ſerved for & ache! 
and my ſufferings for you are. not irkſome, 
through grace,becauſe I truſt they are for your 
edification, and are 4 ſeal of my love to you, 
and more eſpecially of the do&trine oF qur 
Lord Feſws Chriſt, whichT have lotig preached 
among you. The Lord God teach me, with 
humility, and thankfolneſsto bear fuch Rs 
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tion of the a aria now,my dearly 
(thongh you ſhould not be” inſenſible of Go 
great viſitation upon you, yet)I would not have 
you inordinately diſquieted, that I am remoy-' 
ed from you to a priſon for a ſeaſon ; but 

rather imirate the Heroick vertue of tliat moſt” 


bo . % 


gracious mother, in the MHartyrologie ;; 


when the Son of her bowels: came, -not to a - 


priſon, but to a ſtake to. be ſacrificed in ' ] 

flames for Chriſt, fell down onher. knees, and 
bleſſed the Lord, that ever ſhe ſhould be fo 
happy, as to have a' Son to ſuffer for Jeſus 
Chriſt. - Ah my dear flock ! how glad ſhould 
I be, if God would ſend me forthwith amon 

you again, to feed yau as in the dayes of ol 


or... Ov . 
that Iſhould be ſet for rhedefence,and con 
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* 
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and to go.in and out before you,that. you might 


find paſture ? yet be not diſmayed, fear: net 


little flock; though you are little, and 'deſpt-” © 
ſed,and hated of all men for. Chriſts name ſakg; 


Chriſts relation to you, and tenderneſs of you, 


is ſuch,that you cannot miſcarry.He liveth, and- 


his care liveth,. -The Godly wife of that wor:; 
thy Corniſh Divine Mr, Vincent, being left in, 
great want, with many little Children,, would. 
often anſwer them, when. they came crying a-, 
bout her for bread, and ſhe had none tv give,. 
with this gracious expreſſion, be quiet children, 
oy God liverh, And ſurely , that, my. bre-. 
thren, may be a quieting, comforting confide-. 
ration, both for you and me, though the bread. 
do ſadly fail. . But at length this gracious. wo+. 


m4, being left quite deltitute, and her chil: 


dren calling upon her, when ſhe had neither 
Nw 7 | bread 
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bread 1 nor money, | 
weeping, which: afthe i rvil 
he mags ++ _ —_ w 
ſaying, Mother' w ou 

Cod Wea now ? focha Luke $9 the Ln 

ſend her, by the mouth of a 
threnbenot a Chri Fred anthers 
fore let your ho es live, let tw Cour 

let your faith: live-alſo.' "ties? 


therefore let yout: bearts tive for fo PL 22. 
26,  Heliveth' tomake interceſſion for 


and from his living,you may be affured: life, 
Fob 14.19. of your Juſtifcation, Rom, $34 
Of your Salvation,Rem. 5. 10: 

Beloved, do but ſeriouſly think of Chriſt's 
relation to you, and you cannot want comfort. 
Why, he i not aſhamed to call: you Brethren. 
Even when he wasentred upon his ſtate of ex- 
altation, riſen' from the dead, far above the 
ſtate of mortals, 'he own'd- poor” weak believ- 
ers for his brethren, Fobn 20. 17. 'Goromy 
Brethren. ' Math. 28. 10. Ge" tell my Bre- 
thren. Yea when he cometh with all his holy 
Angels with him, and fits upon; the throne of 
his glory, he will own the very leaſt, and low- 
eſt among poor believers, before allthe world, 
for. his Brethren,' Math. 25.31. with ver. 40. 
keep this, my: beloved, as'a Cordial at your 
heart, that Chriſt ſtands related to you as your 
Brother. Ah what conſolation is herefor a on 


{idering "Chriſtian ! for, Firſt, This may 


you boldneſs with him, and. that, both © 179 
coming to bim, \and at his coming toyou.. I fay 


in your coming tohim, It may make youcame 
with 
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with boldneſs to the throne of graces hat you 
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have ſuch a friend | at 
he will, that is indecd all and inall in heaven's. 
that = have a kinſman, a Brother there,"a” 
man like unto your ſelves, of the ſame racey - 
and nature, and ſo ſenſible of humane infirmi-- 
ty, Heb. 4. 15,16.Chriſts humane nature, by 
which he is a Brother to yus,may make us come 
bokdly and with full aſſurance, Heb. 10. 199 
20, 22, We might tremble to approach” 
Gods terrible Majeſty, to come near the con 
fuming fire, but that we have a brother like 
unto us, a daies-man, 2 Mediator, the may” 
Chriſt Jeſus, between God and us. Again, 
it may give us boldneſs ar bis commg to wd.. 
Letnot the Terror he will com with affright us” 
Chriſtians; for he is our brother, fleſh of our 
fleſh, and bone of our bone. Had even Dives 
himſelf a regard of his Brethren , that mot | 
might not come- into that place of torment 
and ſhall we think, Chr:i# will ſend his bre- 
thren thither ? How ſecure would he be whoſe 
life” or eſtate were in controverfie ; if the 
matter were pot into the hand of his _ bro- 
ther ? Secondly, Then you may preſume upon + 
your intereſt in him. You hoy bows boldoeſs : 
to ſpeak and confidence to ſpeed, You may 
make uſe of him, on all occaſions, for your - 
ſelves, and for your friends.. You cannot ' 
ſtretch your intereſt, He upbraideth not. 
that you make too bold, or come too ofteri, 
or ask too much. . Thirdly, Then you may 
depend upon it that be will-help in extremity. 
Far 'a friend loves at all times, and a 
brothet 
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8. Or as Fobs were, Fob 6. is 28th, y 17, 
He vil ewh.ond GNOE: in his, in their affliti- 
hea 042, I4. | 4. 0# ay nat 
bis affeition. Love is the Natural duty 
tween en. 1 Pet. 4% 8. : 
not onely the name but nn aro on 
He is not ſuch « brother. as Cain, that ſaid, am 
I my brothers kgeper, that hated his brother in 
his heart." - ng pan that took. ik Tev- 


type. 
and mb uu 
conſpired againit his life, they fold him 
tied hum not, whenthey ſaw the | 
ſoul... And is not the blood of t tobe 
found upon the cbiets oF his Brethren ? Toy 
ey and the body will bleed upon you. ] 
pon his mangled -body : why, theſe are the 
—_ that be bath received in the hanſe of his 
friends, by the hands _ GR hEEth I mean 
by their ſins. /a.5 3.5. 2dly 
affections to his brethren after their hut 
ms He weeped aloud over them, Ger. 45. 
. to. wit with tears of love, and ley the 
po yearned over his brother, and he ſeeks 
where to weep, Gen. 43.30. But thete areno 
bowels to-Chri#ts, No yearnings like to his. 
How unkindly bad his brethren dealt with him? 
One fold him, ; another denyed him, all forſook 
him. - Yet when one would have —_ a 
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peace that ever. 
er ent Fol av 7s, "aa oſeph wag, 


"ſent before to provide for his brethren, "Ge 
45+ 5. . Sois Chriſt, It is his buſineſs ion 
ven to prepare, and provide for his brethren 
The proviſion you have for ſoul and- boy 
from Ni: but all this 'is bags as the corn to kee 


you buoy car the on Poa is the ſtore, 


Har Foſoph laid up Egypr? the prepara 


tions that Chriſt hath made >< bby ' Fourth» 
ly, Foſeph ſaved the lives of his brethren, -that 
hthis, Gem, 4.5:7.. Ahd hath not Chriſt fa* 
"them that had their hands in his death? 
Fifthly, Foſeph-when he frowned with greateſ#. 
ſeverity; fl his heart full of yearnings, and 


tenderneſs to his brethren, He ſpake 
ly but could'not forbearto turn about, 
weep. Geu,/42. 24, Soitis with Chriſt, 
ſeems to: tepulſe the woman of Canaan, 


to pither off; but you know what was all th t 
white in his heatt. When he ſpeaks hard fay-. 
ings, and writes bitter things, and .uſes- ug” | 


roughly, his thoughts ate rhoughts of pe« 
and not of evil ; peace is-in his hearty He« 


it but for your trial. 'When he ſeems to. have 


forſaken you, »he is but a withdrawing b 


the curtain. He ſeems'to have expoſed-you t6;, 
periſh, as ſoſes among the flags ; but you.. 
ſee not how he ſtands like Moſes his Sifter bes. 
hind the buſh, wiſtly looking, what:was done . 
with her brother, the chili. Sixthly, Gedſo. 
over ruled the wickedneſs'of Toſeph "his bre-_ 
throw, that it tends greatly, to their good _ 
is 
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ſeph, Gen, 41. 41, 4 
fo ſeph provided an 
the beſt of all theland. Gew. 47. 11 Hebid, 
lay, and make xeady. when higbrethre-were 
to be with him, Gem. 43..36..* And doth nos 
Chriſt mingle biswine,and kill qt fra his 
fatlings,and think nothing is to rov.9. 
rm. 22, He cals for the beſt robe, and fatted 
calf, Lukg 15. He prepares for youa Goſhen, 
the 860d land, the inheritance of the Saints in 


2, 43344. Seventh 
his re -Y 


light, Luke 22. 28, 29, 30. Eighthly, Fo- 


[eph was nevet ſatisfied, though he had all the 
glory of Egypt, till he had his brethren down 
to him. Haman, in another caſe; boaſted 
ofthe glory of his riches, and all the things 
wherein the King had promoted him, above 
the Princes and ſervants of the King ; ad 
yer, ſayes he, all this avails me nothing, &Cc. 
ſo all the glory to which Chriſt is exalted, far 
above all FRO and powers, wiil not 
content him till he hath his brethren with him ; 
4n no worſe a place, and no worſe a caſe then 
himſelf. Fob 17,24. Ninethly, Foſeph pre- 
ſents his brethren unto Pharaoh, and leads 
them into his preſence. Gem, 47. 2. ſo doth. 
Chriſt for believers. He leads them to the 
father, Fohn 14. 6, Foſephs brethren, who 
would otherwiſe have beer an abumination 
(being herdſmen) yet were treated kindly for 
Joſephs ſake,Gen. 47. And fo doth God to " 
| R 


4s 44). _ 
Rn” keotders ſake, To onchude,! ! 
fliction is there, -wherein Ch: « relation to 
”__ ot. yield abundant tion 7" Buy 
have” exceeded, ©/pardon me: - it is for two/ 
weeks : having been neceſſarily diverted from 
writing to you the week foregoing. The Lord 
teach you to: live upon theſe 'co ials, in theſe 
forrowful da ache Lord you _ dcar brethren 


farewell; in the Lord. 
Tam yonrs 
1. <C\ " 
the bonds of the: 
Lord Feſus Chrid. 
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of rift in Taunon ; 
grace, and peace. fey 
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Moſt Loving, and belov FT A 


Our priſoner in the Lord hath ſent 
theſe linesto ſalute you, and to call 
upon you, or rather to beſeech you, 
to walk, worthy of the high calling in _ 

' 8 which you are called in Feſm Chriſt. Beloved, 

F-34 our word with you hath not been yea, and nay, 

* } uncertain and unſtedfaft,” ” The priſon ſounds 
ſorth to you the ſame doAtrine, that the pulpir 
ever did : the Lord give you to hear; and re- 

 F cieve fromthe priſoxer, that which wasnot ſo 
*F thorowly embraced from the preacher. But 
Th what doth the priſon preach ? it preaches re- 
 } pentance to you. God hath to you 

from the pulpit often, and now he ſendeth to 

you fromthe priſon, that you ſhould repent. 

” | Whois ſodeaf, as not to hear the-louds cals 
{| oftheliving God to England, that they thonld 
-* { repent? you have long had Afoſes and the Pro- 
phers; but now the Lord hath ſent you; as'tt 

R 2 were, 
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were, what Dives asked; that one f| 
come to you from the dead and teſtifie' to'you. 
that you ſhould repent. From thedead, Iay 
for: you: know, that "in the ſence of the Law, 
your Miniſters are dead. But being dead we- 
ct ſpeak ; yea our death; our removal, our 
Hlence doth ſpeak; and all ſpeaks the fame 
thing,*that you ſhould repent. . O that I could 
lift up my voyce to'you; that your ſtreets, 
our houſes, your ears, your hearts might be 
I'd with this cry, repent O Tannton ; repent 
and turn, Repent O profane, or elſe your 
iniquities will be your ruine. Repent O pro- 
fefſors or elſe the Lord will not repent of the 
evil that he is aboyt to nom Fu.qgn us. The 
Lord'now ringeth that thundring peal in your 
ears; Cleanſe your 'hands ye | ſmners, puriſit 
your hearts ye double-minded, Draw nigh un- 
to God and he will draw nighunto you. Be. 
affiitted , and mourn, and weep.- let your 
laughter be turned into mourning ,' and your jay 
inte heavineſs. Humble your ſeives in the ſight. 
of the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up. O heat 
the.voyce of the Lord. He that hath an ear 
to hear let him hear, Repent, O back. ſlidin | 
Children, or elſe the Lord will f/1, you with 
your own wayes, Speedily make up the breach 
and endeavor to repair your decayes,to regain 
your ground, and recover your firſt love. '9 
at laſt. bethink your ſelves, from whence' you 
are fallen, and repent, and do your fir ft worky. 
Repent O /luggard ; when wilt thou awake ou 
of thy ſleep ? what hath God kindled a fire in 
his Church, ready: to devour us all; mewy 
| [4 
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thou ſleep. with the houſe on fire about thine- 
cars? What? wilt thou not ply thy buckee, 
and ſettle to thy work to purpoſe ? wilttho! 


 lye ſtill and ſee the Tide coming Br we 


whathot pluck thy handonr of thy Boſom,nor riſe 
out of thy bed-ſloth,whentheAlmighty thunders 
from heaven, and ſcaters-his. hghtning, and 
and ſends abroad the tokens of his d e? 
repent.O Laodicean, The Lord calleth tothee 
to be zealous and repent. _ with 'this 
lukewarm profeſſion. Away- with this heart- 
leſſe, liſtleſſe, liveleſſe Religion. The' Lord 
hates this halting and halving in Religion. - As 
good not at all, as not to purpoſe. Never 
dream that lazie wiſhes and idle complaints, 
and key-cold prayers, will carry it.  _ .. 
Judge in your own ſelves;  tþ# the ſeek- 
ing, knocking , ſtriving , fighting , running, 
wreſtling, that the Scriprure _— where're- - 
quires, as neceffary to all that would be ſaved: 
but eſpecially neceffary at ſuchaday of rebuke 
as this is ? O quicken your ſelves; call upall 
your powers , and put you every man-his 
{trength to the rope.. Cry mightily as Nine- 
veh did. Humble your ſelves greatly:before 
the Lord as Mavxaſſeh did. Let prayer be 
made without ceaſing night and day, itever 


you mean to pray open the priſons, and-reco- 


ver your ſpiritual -priviledges. Repent O 
thou of Sards, that baſt a name to live but art 
dead. The name may ſerve to deceive thy ſelf, 


and to deceive others, but God will nor be meck- 


cd: he ſearcheth the heart, Q prepare for 
kx ſearch and for his ſcrutiny. Wo unto _eu 
+. 


(24S 
if he pronounce of thee, and write againſt tlies 
as againſt Helſhazzar ; thou art weighed in the 
balance and found wanting, Hear the voyce 
of the living God ; hear and live. © Remember 
what you have received, and beard, and hold 
faſt, and repent:and be watchful,and ſtrengthen 
the things that remain and are ready to-dyeeſ 
the Lord come pon you as an enemy at una- 
wares.  Repent O worldly profeſſor, that haſt 
Chriſt in thy month and Aſammon in thy heart; 
Ah what a Demas wilt thou quickly ſhew thy 
ſel,except thou repent!howſadly will the fearg 
of looſing thy eſtate betray thee ! How ſurely 
will the cares of thi world choak thee ! how 
ſurely will the prevailing love of earthly op 
the 


undo thee ! except thou repent, O ſtudy 
vanity and vexation- of the Creatures; the 
emptineſſe, inſufficiency,tranſitorineſle of pres 
* ſent enjoyments; the ſuperlative excellency of 
Jefug Chrilt, and his exceeding great reward, 
till t y very heartdo breath with the Marryr 
nope but Chriſt; and with Paml,doabtleſs I ac- 
count all things but. loſſe, %c. O ſinner pray 
over, and ſtudy over theſe things , till thy: 
heart be brought toa low eſteem of periſhing 
things, Wall: ſo often with death, till thow 
art dead to the world, and canſt look upon ity” 
4 4 man would, that ſhould peep out of his 
grave, Repent, O ſleeper, that liveſt in car» Y * 
nal ſecurity, and layeſt not to heart the affliti- | Y 
ons of Foſeph. Doth the whole world ring of | t: 
Gods Judgments upon England, and doit not || © 
thqu awake yet, and call _=_ thy God ?«« the }| 
Church afflicted, and toſſed with —_ 
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curity going now, at ſuch a time 2 this } now 
methinks the dumb ſhould ſpeak, andthe dead 
ſhould - wake. VVas the oo, 2 of Kin 
Creſus his ſon, dumb from his birth, looled 
when he ſaw his Father about to be murdered? 
and ſhall the Children of Zn ſee the knife e- 
ven at the throat or heart of their mother ; and 
yet be filent and unmoved ? but what do I 
dwell on particulars? the Lord callethon all 
men every where to repent. Repent, O off- 
cers, that you have not been fo vigilant in the 
offices which you have born; and. in fulfilling 
the oarhs that you have taken, - in repreſſing of 
abounding fins 4s you ſhould haye been. Thi 
guilt will [ye heavy-at many doors, without xe- 
pentance, . Repent, O Maſters, of pu 1n- 
neceſſary hardnefſe, and rigor tg t dies ; 
but eſpecially of your cruelty to the fouls of 
your ſervants. . Have you been as careful to 
train them up in the knowledge of their Crca- 
tor, as inthe knowledge of your trades ? have 
you taught them how to pray, «: well 25 how 
to work.? and inſtructed them in the myſtery 
of their ſalvation, '45 much - in the myſtery of 
thejrcallings ? have you looked for as good 
| R 4 an 
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an. account. of the. principles. of Religiony' oz 
or of the Sermon 'of them, jas of . the task 
you have ſet them ?. and the work in whigh 
you have employed them ? . © that- yay 
had! ' repent, © you Zbands, of your 
harſhneſs, bitterneſs, not dwelling with your 
wives 45 men. of krowledge. Repent, you 
Parents, of . your fond indulgence -to Chil- 
dren, ſparing their fins, pegleciing their 
ſouls. : Wo you' wives, of your wilful- 
nefle, and frowardneſſe, and diſreſpectiul- 
nefſe to them, towards whom the Almighty 
cals for your reverence and obedience, Re- 
pent, O Children of your fearful ingratitude, 
in lighting and diſobeying your Parents, 2 
ſin under which the earth do groan. Re 
pou you Servants, of your ſlothfulneſs,waſt- 
ulnefſe, unfaithfulneefſe , and eye-ſervice, 
and diſobedience , that all families almoſt 
axe filled with the complaint of,  O that 
there might be ſome way to recover the 
credit of Religion from the wounds, that it 
hath received, by the negle& of relative 
duties: well let every man reſolve to mend 
one. O ſee what hath been amifſe in- your 
hearts, and in your houſes, and ſet upoſ 
repenting , and reforming. VVithout this 
our prayers will returp upon our own heads 
withqut an Anſwer. Never think the ſtorm 
will ceaſe, till the Fonas be. thrown over. 
Beloyed, this z5 that , that God doth wait 
for. Throw over the head of Sheba' and the 
ſiege will be ſoon brokenup,, + 
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flock of Obriſs in Taunton, 
Saboation. 


Moſt loving and dearly beloved, 
FH E care of you & cofttinually upon 


me. .. Idefire no other felicity than to; 
ſerve the glory of Chriſt in you : and. 
to enjoy him with you. And bleſſed. 


be his hame he # no ſtranger, ' neither tous, 


nor you. Let all his priſoners praiſe him; let . 


all his people praiſe him. Now # the ſweet- 


neſſe, beauty, excellency of Chriſt to be ſeen, - 
Now may we learn the ſuavity of his commu: - 


nion, the worth of hs promiſes,the all-ſuffici- 


ency of his fulnefſe, Now taſte and ſee. Sit 


you down under the ſafeſt, ſweeteſt ſhadow of 


bs proteQiion, and eat of his fruit. The tree: 


i good for food,and pleaſant to the eyes, (ex- 


cept fully blind) 4nd a treeto be deſered to make + 
one wiſe, Take of the fruit thereof andeat,. 
not 4s Fonathan, who taſted but a little of the 


honey upon the top' of hs rod, but eat abun- 


dantly. This is no forbidden fruit. Here 


no ſurfeting. You muſt live upon him every 


days f 


To the dearly beloved the 
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bot my Oyl # waſted in the work of God. -I 


ay, andin exery Wi deg ae 
ay, and in Every auty.  " VI2y EVELY. PRE OF 
you be able to wy 7. Jae, ie tes 2'Y 
Ther Lat. ive like Chriſtians, when - 
Chriſt is the ſtaft, of your le, When Ghrult 
z5 both its Sprin Ra} 44k Vhen you take - 
root in him, and grow «p mtohum, May eve- 
ry one of you be a.4ree of Reghteouſneſs,whole 
roots may ſpread into hum, whole afpiring t 
may be ſtill ſhooting upward, reaching ou 
ward him : live a thoſe that have:o kife but 
in him, And ſtudy to be ableto Tay Pas!, 
that it / not you that live, bt Chrift living in 
you, You live in vain while you live not for him: 
without Chriſt you. are dead while you live. 
You are of him, and through him, and for hum. 
From whom ſhall he have glory, if not1 
you? the inanimate & unreaſonable Creatun 
cannot praiſe him, unlefſe in a dumb and filent 
manner, 4 they are the occaſion and incentives 
of our praiſing him. The devils and ungodly 
will not praiſe him. ; The filver Trampet of 
his praiſe # found onely in the hands of a few 
poor believers.” Ah! found you- forth kw 
praiſe in the world ; let your lips ſing, let your 
light ſhine. Let your lives be at lait «4a can- 
dle waſted and burnt out in holding forth the 
light. Now beloved, ftudy that you may.go. 
out with comfort, that you may- have your 
hearts as full as they can hold, with joy ; to 
think when you are ready to breath forth your 
laſt, well my daies are run out for Chriſt, and 
my ſtrength. exhauſted in the - ſervice of 
Chriſt. - My time & gone, and my labor done, 


have 
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| UE fpent. my Fathers Mowatice in my. i 
thers buſineſs This will make you. to atifc 


© 


rye or Ang wn with auger fear 
of his being rejected. You know my bulineſsis 
but to beſpeak you for Chriſt. Thave four 
requeſts to preſent you for- him. Thus are 
my requeits, & bis Commands. 

Fir, Let the ballance be turned by Chriſt, Let 
Chriſt and his intereſt turn the ſcale againſt all 
the world.Let him be the Pearl,and the world 
thedung.Let Jeſus be King,and Mammon Ss; 

| deſpiſed broken Idol, or as the ſtamped Ca 
_ Let Chriſt be the prize,& the reſt but loſſe.Let 
gain ive way to godlineſs.Let credit crack rg: 
er than Conſcience ftretch, be no body with 
the world rather than difhonor Chriſt,to keep 
up your reputation with men, Let all the flow 

ers of prunes wither, the paint fall off this 

barlots face, when ſet by Chriſt. Let the fi 
ver ſhrines and great Diana be as Nehuſhta 

2 Kings 18, 4, And the crown fall- from t 
head of honour, and the great Idol to come 
down into the duſt before Jeſus Chriſt, and = 

like_ Dagon before the Ark, with head and 
- hands broken off upon the threſhold. ws 
the world at your feer as a ſervant, or rathet 
under foot as an enemy. But if it hath the heart 
you are undone. Where Chriſt hath not-the 
ſwaying-intereſt all ;- rotten at the bottom. .* 
Secondly, Let the Byaſs of your wils be ſet. 

towards Chriſt, The needle"of the will — 
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may(byan a 
fleny 
va | 
tation: till it ſtand dire towards Chrittl 
thing but Chriſt would content. you, you are ]. 
none of his, Can you acquiefſe nowhere but . 
in him? do your wils cleave to him?'s he 
your ſetled, reſolved choiceagainſt all competi- 
tors? if ſo,doubtleſle it 5 well between you and - 
him. / Thus it muſt be; Chriſt muſt have your 
aſſent &conſent,The muſt prize him 
indthe will muſt chaſe him «7 the chief good. 
Thirdly, Ler the bent of your affeftions be 
to Feſus Chriſt, Look upon the height of 
his ſtature, and the  goodlinefſe of his counte- 
nance, and you will ſay furely he z- worthy. 
Surely this i the Lords annoimed, Frequeat- 
ly, and throughly view his excellencies, til 
your eye affect your heart. Let me-ſethim a- 
mong the other objects, like $4! among the 
people... and I muſt fay to you 4s. Sammet, ſee 
you hin whom the Lord: bath cboſen.” Theres 
none: like him.  O 'letall your affeCtions, be 
moved at the fight:of him, and ſhout with the 
joyful Fraps let the King live, let-Chriſt 
have all. Let Sorrow ſit with the: melting pe- 
nitent”, ' weeping at her 'Savioursi feet. . Let 
yourſtrongeſt turning /ove be kindled, when 
you 


£5 HFA 1 


' Foudo/butthink of Chrif,and fire your hearty, 
and ſo-bring them forth 4# a flaming ſacrifices. 
welcomehim. - Let fear make her obeyſance,' 
and with humble reverence and- lowlielt vene- 
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Let the-moſt-lively and pregnant hope fit 
. the way and look for him, and wait forks | 

* coming. , And get up inevery Ordinance like 
Zacbens on the Sycamore-rtree that he might 
fee Jeſus as he paſſeth by ; and big with earn- 
eſt expectation of enjoying: him. In'a ward, 
you mult ſee toit that Chrsff, be chref-in your 
affections ; That he be your chief deſire 5” Your 
chief joy: | Andthis will evidence you to be 
his : and without this all1s unſound. v.. 

Fourthly, Let the Batt of: all your Att ion 
be no other but Chriſt.” Whatſorver you da;do 
all in the'name of the Lord Feſws Chriſt. "Here 
take your aim.Here let all your deſigns meet. 
Hither letall your motions tend. That -Chriff 
may be magnificd 211 Yau: Phil. 1. 20, | This # 

a mark undeniable. | But he that 'bath more 
eyeto the pleaſing of men, 'his ownad 
or any worldly good, than to the pleaſing and 
honouring of Chriſt, # no! better than a 'Hy- 
pocrite. . , * | | + 

Imut dos much as 1 can in a little time, 
tis time now to-cloſe,,, Thave. given youto-. 


er nts our het the ihe, dah 
and fret charters of every true believer 
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loved people, the ſervants of 


_ Ohiſtin Taunton, Salva-., 


tion, 


Moſt loving and beſt beloved, 


Our late moſt affectionate lines. ate: 
now in my hands, your hearts cannot”: 


but beamoſt grateful and welcome 
preſent to me, I return you mine, 
not willingly, but thankfully, rejoycing to be 


ours; while the Lord will your preacher 


and while the Lord will yout priſoner ; ſtill - 
yours. I acknowledge I amnot my own. If þ : 
have any intereſt in heaven, it yours, to be- 
improved for you. If I have any talents of - 
goods they are confeſſedly yours,your claim, 
your ſtock. © By the grace of God I amwhat © 
[ am, | have nothing,but what I have received» 
from above ; and I have received for your uſe. 
I love to think how much Iam yours, Make” 
your claim with freedome ; nothing can pleaſe” 
me more. My t{trength 7s yours ; ny labor, - 
| my 


Tothe moſt endearing and bes 
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May whatever honour you put ome? 
upon Ghriſt, whoſe I am, and'whom [ ſerve, 
He is all, and therefore 1 muſt needs be no- 
thing, Let no man ſet me above my- place, 
lam too to ſelfiſh (to my ſhame and grief 1 
| acknowledge it; may_ your prayers be the 
cure of it) yet ſurely, I ſhould chuſe to be 
lower, ſo Chriſt might fit the higher in all 
your hearts, I am onely 'the friend of the 
Bridegroom. My ſoul rejoyceth tohear how 
fait you ſtand, how cloſe you cleave to himz 
my Joy is now fullfilled. What greater. joy 
to the friend of the Bridegroom, than to hear 
the Bridegrooms voyce, how ſweetly he con- * * 
verſes with his Bride; andihe with him, and 
to ſee the ſweet paſſages 'of love between 
them, when he hath been a means to bring 
them rogether ? 'This is my joy, it refreſhes 
me; .I am full of conſolation, to hear how 
tender he-is of you ; to ſee him ſpreading the 
$kirts of his love, the wing of his power and 
caxe over you, Happy thou! Who vs hke 
unto thee O people ? A people ſaved of the 
Lord, the ſhield of thy ſtrength, the ſword of 
thine excellency; My dearly beloved, letthe 
name of Jeſus be more ſweet and precious 
than ever to: you. Verily, I am but his 
ſpokeſman. Forget me, neglect me;- any 
thing if you will but love him, and adofe 
him, and admire him the: more, 1 rejoyce, . 
a$ to hear the ſweet voice of the Bridegroom 
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the Butt 


Jerely's thee, the Hunters have made thee 


of the Herd, and deſign'd for the Game; 


upon the ſcent, following upon the ſcent, 
with full cry ; and yet the beloved of the Lord 
dwelleth in ſafety by him, He, He covererh 
thee all the day long : thou awelleſt bt. 
tween his ſhoulders, O people of defires, hear 
the Herauld of God: (glorious office! Lord 
how unworthy am I of this ſtrange grace, 
who am zot worthy to ſtoop down and wunlooſe 
the latchet of thy ſhoves!) yet here me asan 
officer of God ; unto you O people, it i 
commanded that you kz/s che Son. That you 
falldown and worſhip, not the humane Idol; 
but him whom Jehovah hath ſer up, and 
ſworn that every knee ſhall bow, and every 


ing fiery furnace of his tormenting wrath, 
ſeventimes hotter, yea ſeventy times ſeven 
than Nebuchadnezzars was, Unto you ibis 
commanded that you receive his mark-in 
your forcheads, by open and bold profefſionz 


as a ſeal (as well as write upon the palmgat 
 fection, 


w | (260) * 7 30 
-toyou, ſo tohear-of your love and fidelity 
"to him. Surely,” the Lord hath a fingular 
bleſfing __: ' Ah poor and deſpiſed flock, 
f humane malice, the eye-ſore of 
thy. potent enemies'! The Archers have ſhox 


the deere of the Chaſe, ſingled from the relt 
for the prey of the Hungry purſuers, quick, 


tongue confeſs to him, or be cait into the burns 


in your hands, your right hands by ſuitable 
works, in aholy diligent, aCtive converſation - 
above all in your hearts, there he mult bei JF. 


your hands) by moſt vehement ferventaks 


ſection. Let every one of your hearts be tt” 
all on fire with irongeſt burning lov 
nameof Jeſus,: and offered asa fla 
fice to:him. - Eo, 1 es 
Beloved, I am affraid almoſt to- tell you. 
what Chriſt looks for fram you. 1 think of 
his mercies to you with fear and great joy. 
Know my beloved, and remember, that h 
Looks for great things from you ;z.-you have 
received much, and God will require much. 
I beſeech you be not as other people. My 
mouth 5s open to yatly my heart ts enlarged, but 
my timeis very ſtreight, Sleephath depart- 
ed from my eyes to write a few lines unto 
'you : but I am upon your ſervice when you 
know itnot; yetlI cannot end, without tell- 
ing you that. you. had need look" to it, that 
you be in-all things more than ordinary, be- 
| _ the Lord looks for extraordinary pro- 
ciency from you. 
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Brethren let yqur hearts be entire with 
God; beabundant in ſecret Duties, Prayer, 
Meditation , Self-examination , Watchfull- 
neſs, Self-denial. Let none of you be ano- 
ther thing in your Families or Cloſets, from 
what he is-in the Afﬀembly,, arid the open 
profeſſion that he 'makes, Look to the heart- 
work, See that you be truly, thorowly and 
unreſervedly the Lords, Beware leſt with 
any of you a ſecret root of Hypocriſie,ſhould 
ſpoila forward and goodly profeſhon, Care 
above all things in the world, to-approve your 
hearts to the piercing eye of the jealous _ 
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reckon your ſelves to be no more, than what 
you are in ſecret. Maintain a holy jealoufie 


of your ſelves, till upon much prayer, and: 
tryal, and ſelf-obſervation, you have found - 


out by Scripture-marks the certainty of your 
ſtate. But I intrench on other things to wade 
thus far. To my keeper I commend you,and 
with deareſt loves to you all in the Bowels of 
our Lord, I remain 


. Your Ambaſſador in Bonds, 
Foſeph Alleine, 


My dear father and brother Norman remem- 

bers you tenderly, deſiring you to hold faſt 

. what you have received and heard, 
that you be holy, harmleſs, exemplary,an 

. without offence in the midſt of a crooked 

and perverſe generation. : 


Let your good works ſhine before men, but: 1. 


my 
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A 
Practical CASE on _ 


Phil. 3. 13, 14. 


This O NE thing I do, I preſs toward the 
Mark, 


; Ow. may wecome to maks- Religion 
< Hin ns SC -- 510 - 

Rule.1, You muſt throughly-acquaint your 
ſelves with the rule and the compaſs that Re- 
ligion ſteers by... Unleſs the Mariner know 
every. point-of his Compaſs, ; he-is like to 
+ make but foul work of it. - The word is a 
believers Compaſs, Gal. 6..16, As many. 4s. 
walk, according to This rule, '&4c, A believer 
walks by Rule, and by this Rule, the Rule 
of the word; you can never mannage the by- 
lineſs of Religian,:except you-do throughly 
know, and often 'eye your Rule, and put 
the rule to. your-wark. How can you trade 
religiouſly unleſs you know. the Rules you 
are todeal by ? Or pray rightly, if. ignorant 
of the Rules you axe to pray by ? + 
S 3 | (- 
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(264) 
the commandement is exceeding broad, a 


' preſcribes. you. Rules for your whole Man,. 
and for the right behaving of your ſelves in 


every part of your converſation:; Oh: hide: 
the. word in your hearts / lay. up the Rules 


youare to work by ; and the Rules that you. 


are to give by ; the Rules that you are to 
ſpeak by ; and the Rules that you are to hear 
by ; cand the Rules that yau-are-to- examine 
your ſelves by : Be ſure there be no part of 
your converſation, but that.you have ſome 
Rules that you doe ſet to your ſelves about 
it; . + , ' : 1 

How can you. carry: your ſelves Religi- 
ouſly im your Relations, unleſs you doe con- 
ſcienciouſly obſerve the Rules that you are 
to-carry your ſelves by ? If wives do not 
know their Rules, and hasbands their Run 


and ſervants their Rules, and' children their 


Rules, - how can you bring your profeſſion tg 


anything ? beloved as ever you would make! 


any: thing of -Religion, know. 'the:Rules of! 
your places, ſetit down with your ſelves; 
you husbands, you wives, youchildren, your 
ſervants ; theſe be the Rules that I will w 
by, and wherein I fail of theſe Rules I will ſeg 
my errour, -and: ſtudy to come up to what ig 
lacking. : | ren « + bs 
Reſp. 2. You muſt have. the whole lum 
of the heart'leavened and ſcafoned .with.Re- 
ligion, 'Matth. 13. 33: The Kingdom 5 
Heaven 1s like nit leaven which a woman hid; 
&c. The word is this leaven, The heart is 
this lomp in which this leaven is hid ; now: 
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when the whole lump is Page ſeaſoned, - — © 


then their will be ſuch a ſuitableneſs between © 
the heart and the work, that Religion will 
become a pleaſure, 'A true Chriſtian hath the 
law of the Spirit of Life withjn him, he hath 
a tranſcript of the word in foul, Now 
where the law. of Religion 'is in the heart, 
there will be a love of, delight in, and pro- 
penfity to the work of Religion, Row, 8.2; 
Heb,8$. 10. 1 delight to doe thy will, thy law 
is within my heart, Pſal.40. 8. who-vatarally 
careth for por ſtate, Phil. 2:20, whete Re- 
ligion hath. taken deep root in the heart, the 
concerns of Chriſt will become its natural 
care, Now that which is natural is delightful, 
and when a man loves his work;.'he will be 
much' in ix. - Again, that'which 4 natural is 
conitant, ſo that when the heart -is haturali- 
zed and habituated to Religion, the man will 
conſtantly follow it. To'a heart throughly 
fanCtified, Religion is the very Element it 
lives in, whereas 4 carnal heart inholy exer« 
ciſes islikea fiſh out of the warer, it cannot 
away with the ſtrictneſs of a hely ſelf-denying _ 
life, when the heart is renewed, and made 
ſpiritual, twill naturally mind the things; of 
the Spirit, Rom. 8.5. . Fobe3 -6.- 

Rile, 3. You mult have theſe ſix Princt- 
ples inwrought and deeply engraven' intg 
your ſouls... 5:4 ep 

Prin. \. That Religion is the very end of 
yont being, that you were"made and main- 
tained for. This is the end and uſe of all your 
powers and faculties, That you may ſerve 
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and glorifie the God that made you, He made 
you for himſelf, Prov.16. 4. For his: pleaſure 
you are and were created, Rev. 4. 11, Ohman 
look upon thy ſelf; think- whence thou art, 
and for. what a little while ſince thou walt 
not, how cameſt thou to be ? bath not the 
hand of God framed thee? Think with thy 
ſelf, wherefore ſerve all theſe powers and 
faculties ? To what end were they given me? 
what to eat, and drink, and ſleep, and ſport ? 
If Thad been a brute, I could have done this, 
why ſhould-it repent the Lord that he hath 
made me a man, that he hath given me ar 
- underſtanding ſoul ? wherefore have I reaſon 
above the reit of the Creatures ? but that 1 


d; 


ſhould underſtand the Law of my Creation, 
and the end of my being, and know my mas. 


kers ends, and doe his pleaſure? Better I 
had never been born, than not to anſwer my: 


end, Better had been a-Brute, thana Man, 


vnleſs I glorifie God with my underſtanding 
and imploy my powers and faculties in hig 
ſervice. WH EIa.. 

: Oh let theſe thoughts live dayly upon 
your hearts, fix it upon your ſelves that you 
are of nouſe nor worth inthe world, except 
you ſerve your makers ends : that he is the 
Potter, and you the Clay ; and that you arg 
good for nothing, except you are for the uſe 
of him that formed you : think yith your 
ſelves; Is it not pitty ſo excellent a peice of 


Gods workmanſhip,as man is, ſhould be all in; 
; vain? That God ſhould lay out ſq much of hig 


power and wiſdom, and grace upon thee, a 


looſe-. 
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looſe his end at laſt ? That heſhonld furniſh 
Mancompleatly for the end he was made for, 
and ſend him into'the world to diſpatch his 
buſineſs, and Man'ſhould forget his errand, 
and neglect the very'end of his being ? _ 

Beloved, the reaſon'why men do mind Re- 
ligion no more, is :beauſe they do miſtake 
their buſineſs, - And is itnot pitty, that when 
Man only of all the viſible Creatures hath 
an underſtanding. to know his end, he onely . 
ſhould miſtake and miſs his end? 

|: 

Prin. 2 That look as you do mannage the 
buſineſs of ' Religion, ſo are'yort' made. or 
marred to all Eternity, ſettle it upon your 
hearts, that if this buſineſs doth miſcarry, 
you are undone for evermore ; you may miſ- 


_ carry inany other buſineſs, and yet d6e*well 


enough at laſt z your goods miay bewreck'd, 
your friends difingaged, your times ſpilt, 
and yet you may be happy ;* but if you do 


_ not go through with the buſineſs of Religion 


you are undone-men. This made Paul to ply 
the Oars, and follow'it with fuch dilligence, 
1 Cor. 9.26,27. So ran IT, ſo fipht I, .&c. 
This, made him engage with might and main, 
and put forth every limbin the race, becauſe 
bis Eternal undoing lay upon it: He runs 
through fire and water, he doth not beat the 
Air, and brandiſh his ſword like a vapouring 
coward ; he is not like the Fencers thar ſtrike 
as if they could kill each other at every blow, 
but meanone another no hurt :''no, he is ear- 
neſt, he fights as for the precious Life, leaſt 
atherwiſe after all his Preaching and paines 

he 
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he ſhould provea Caſtaway, 1 Cor.9.27 Sits; . 
”=_ had need look lidw you doe carry it now, 

mmortallity, Eternity hangs upon it, your. 
atient continuance in well doing, will bring 
orth Eternal life; but you miſs all, if you- 
doenot keep doing, and doing well, and pa- 
tiently continue ſodoing ; If you come ſhort 
of this, your portion is" indignation and: 
wrath, . p 
Sirs,confſider where you are, and look about 
you. Oh you careleſs ſinners, you remiſs and. 
Luke-warm Chriſtians, conſider what is be-. 
fore yau. The furnace is ready heat for you, 
if you gomot through with your work. The. 
Crown is ready prepared, if you hold out: 
inyour race; you are ſpeeding on to Eter- 
nity, as faſt-as the wings of time can carry 
you ;.and that is more ſwiftly, than the Eas 
gle flying in the Air, EE | 
- Believe it, Religion is no trifling matter. 
If thoube careleſs and idle, and remiſs heres. 
thouarta damned Man. If a Man be upon 
trial for his Life, I warrant you will find hint 
ſerious here, If a man have a buſineſs that 
will prove his utter ruine, if. it mifcaxry, de-. 
pending; be ſure he will ftretch his wits, and 
engage his intereſt , and turn every ſtone; 

| Beloved the-reaſon why Religion is minded 
with ſo little care, is becauſe Men do not 
conſider the conſequence, of Religion. Sirs, 

. can you dye, -can you burn ? If not, take” 
heed of trifling in Religion , and ſelling 
Heaven for want of a little Pains-taking.' 
Oh where ever you be unſerious, be ſure or 

| Cc 
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Religion, and that you ma be ſo; let_this 
ever dwell upon your wan Þ, that halving 
and trifling will undo all, | cn 


Prin. 3, That nothing is well done. ex- 
cept it be Religiouſly done. Do all zz the 
name of the Lord Jeſus. Whatever you do, lo + 
all to the gloryof God, 1 Cor. 10.3 1...C0l. 3. 
17. Remember, that the rules of- Religion 
do not onely reach your praying, hearing, 
almeſgiving, &c, but your eating, drinking, 
trading, marrying. You mult not think to 
put off God with an hour in the morning, 
and an hour in: the evening ; you muſt be 
ſerving him throughout the day, minaging 
your callings, viſits, diſcourſes, according to - 
his - rules. Count that arrow loſt, that is 
not levelled at ſome Religiousend; that hour 
loſt that is not ſpent Religiouſly, that viſit 
loſt, in which you have not promoted rhe 
ends of Religion in, your ſclves.and friends. 
Count that you eat amiſs, unleſs you cat 
Religiouſly. So much of Religion as- there - 
is in- your ations, . ſo. much there js of true 
gold, ſo much as there is of ſelf and carnal 
ends, ſo much _— mettle is mingled 
therewith ; your lyiog own, and riſing up 
muſt be managed Religiouſly, or elſe they 
are not well: managed; and yon. mult 
impoſe it upon your ſelves, to be ſerving God 
not onely on your knees, but in your ſhops, 
at your Tables, in your journeys, that God 

| | . may 


be ſerious and in earneſt in the buſineſs of _ 
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may-be glorified by you in all things," 


Prin, 4. That the Trade of Religion of 


all others, yields the ſweeteit. pleaſure, and 
ſureſt gain. A true Chriſtian is a Merchant” 
| Man thatdealeth inno ſmall matters, bur for 
goodly Pearls, Mat. 13.45. A holy Life is 
_ a ſpiritual trading, Mat.25.16; Now there 
isno Trade to'this, ' A Believer Trades for 
Grace aud Glory: Oh how glorious is-the 
prize, and how excellent and unvalluable is 


the. income of Religion ! Wiſdom is more. 


precious than Rubies, all the things thou canſ#* 
deſire are not to be compared to her, Read Prov, 
8.11, & Prov, 3. tothe 19. They that come 
from the /zdies laden with Gold and Spices; 
with Pearls and Diamonds, have but a poor 
+ Trade in.compariſon of a Chriſtian : follow 
the work of Religion to purpoſe, and you 


will find the true: Riches flowing in upon” 


you; your faith will grow exceedingly, and 
your love will abound, and as riches increaſe, 
your hearts will be ſet upon them, and your' 


Saines will increaſe your diligence. Every 


man will be dealing in that commodity, that 
yields great profit. The reaſon why: Met 
have ſo little heart for Religion is beeauſe 


they have ſecretly an oppinion that there-is! 


little to be got by it. They reckon an hour: 


ſpent-in Religion, to bean hour loſt. 'They 
ſay in their hearts. Ur zs in v4in to ſerve Gods: 


Mal. 3.14. And what profit ſhould we have 
if we pray to him? Fob 21.15: But when#: 


man talts the pleaſure, and finis the gain of 


Religion, then he will ſet to it to purpoſe, 
| | | and 
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ſtock here, Mar. 1344446 © 

Beloved, as ever you would” go” throngh : 
with the-work of Religion, You. muſt have 
your hearts throughly poſlefſed with'the ad- 
vantage and profit thatcomes in by Religion. 
when a man doth think” he can benefit him- 
ſelf more other where,” he will have little 
heart to follow: after Chriſt,” but when he 
knows not where tobe better, then he will 
ſtick reſolvedly to him, Joh. 6: 66,67,68. 
There are two great Pillars upon which Re- 
ligion ſtands; The one is. a belief that God 
is, and the other that he is a rewarder of 
them that. diligently ſeek, him,- Heb. 11. 6. 
Welller this dwell upon you then, that you 
cannot better your ſtate,” hor proatote your 


| happineſs any way in all the world, ſo much 


as by Religion, No pleaſure, nor profit to 
that of Religion, Riches aud honour are with 
her, all ber ways are pleaſantneſs, ſhe ts 4 tree 
of Life to them that lay hold upon her, and 
happy ts be that retaineth ber,” Prov. 3.17, 18. 
Here us true delight, Pſal. 40.8; Rom.7. 22. 
Here is meat and drink, Joh 4. 34. work and 
wages, Pſal. 19. 17. Trey 


Pr.5.That your timeis ſhort,and your work 
great, and muſt be done now or never. ' Our 
Savioux made Religion his buſineſs, Luke 2. 
49. And Ol how buſic was he! He went up 
and down doing good; and fo much was he 
taken up with his work, that he had nottime - 
to.take his bread ; yea his carnal friends, 
| ſeing 


DO oO ory Ms | 
ſeeing Haw garnel be was; faid he was be: | 
ſides himſelf, and began to lay hald on him; | 

AR, 10. 38. #4ark.,3.20, 21. And what did 
put him upon this carnc{t, diligence ? The 
feaſe of the ſhortneſs of his time, Joh. 9.4; 
Oh Sirs remember with, him, that now you 

| have aday to work in, and: you have buta 

. day, and the night is haſting upon you, when 
there is no work to be done : no more pray+ 
ing, no more hearing, no more exhorti 
nor admoniſhing, Now ſerve your genera- 
tion, now exhort one another dayly ;; dae 
good with your Eſtates; call upon your 
friends dayly , for it muſt be now or never, 
let it eyer dwell upon you, That there is no 
work, or devige, nor knowledge, nor wiſdommn | 
the grave whither thou art going, and that 
will put you upondoing the work of Religi- 
on with all your might. Be convinced of the 
weight of your work, and that will make” 
you anſwer intervening diſturbance that 
would take you off, as Nehemiahdid, Chap. 
6. 3. Then remember of what dreadfull con- 
ſequence tis, your ſalvation is at ſtake, and 
therefore you mult work it out with fear and 
trembling. 


* Prin, 6. That. except you make it your 
buſineſs, all your Religion isin vain. While 
you halt and halve it in Religion, yop come 
but .half way tq heaven. Settle it upon your. 
hearts, that except youare throughout Re- 
ligious, you are Religious to no purpoſe. 
Be ſure you ſhall never come to heaven ex- 


cept 


L992. 3199) he... 


Firſt ſeck,, &c.. It were not ſuitable to 
wiſdom of God, ſo to undervalue his Chriſt 
and glory, as to throw them away on thoſe 
that account- other matters better worth their 
pains and care. | Wt” 4. 

Rule. 4. You muſt have the love of God 
and Religion, lying next-your hearts; Love 
is a buſie Grace, 1 Theſ. 1, 3. Torr labony of 
Love, We may ſay of Love, as Solomen 
of the vertuous'woman, ſhe layeth her hands 
to the ſpindle, aud ber bands bold the diftaff, 
ſhe eateth not the bread of idleneſs, ſhe worketh 
willingly with ber hands, Prov.31., Love will 
conſtrain you, and put you upon's willing 
and dilligent keeping Gods commandements, 
2 Cor. 5. 14. 1 Toh. 5. 3. Get your hearts 
in love with the Laws and Waics 'of. God : 
Who more bufie than David? Morning,even- 
ing, and noon, he was: praying. and praiſing, 
yea talking and thinking of God and his 
ways, all the day, and all from his love to 


- them, Pſal.55.17. & 119, 147. & 118.& 71. 


24. Oh how 1 love thy Law\ Pſal. 119. 97. 
Lord I bave lovedthe habitation of thy houſe, 
Pſal.26.8. 

You mult beware of taking too much of 
the world into your hands. When a. mans 
heart and head'is full as it can hold of worldly 
care and buſinefſes, and he cannot tell which 
way to turn himſelf, in a crowd and throng of 
worldly aftairs, how ean the care of Religion 
live: ui. ſach a ones heart? Zyke 10.41, 42. 
If Martha will trouble her ſelf aboyt many 

| things 
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cept you ſeck it in- Gods order, Mar, 6.33. Os 
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things, the O NV E. T H 1 NG: needfull ſhalt 
| benegleCted. You muſt buy, and marry,and. 
weep, and rejoyce, and trade, and- care for- 
theſe things, as if you did itnot; not laying+ 
too much ſtreſs upon- theſe things, nor en»" 
* gaping tao cagerly in ſeeking after them, or- 
elſe you willneglect, the better- things, and: 
learn to pray, and hear, and read, asif you” 
.did it not, x Cor,7.30. Tistrue that the work. 
of your callings is part of -_ buſineſs: for: 
Heaven; but then you mult be ſure to-keep7 
your affairs ſo at command, as that you may--. 
have ſo much room . for dayly - Prayer-and 
Meditation, and ſelf-refleCtion, as mayſeafon 
your. worldly buſineſs with Religion, and 
ſanifie it to you, that it may. become a help, ' 
and/not a ſnare, _ ore eres = 
. Rule 6. You muſt alwaies work as under*: 
your Maſterseye. When the Maſters eye is: 
known to look on, there is as much work = Þ} n 
done in an hour, as many-times is done in” 
two, when the ſence of his overſight doth not 
quicken the workman, P/al.16. 8, 7 have _ }| & 
ſet the Lord alwaies before me. 436; bet 
Rule 75, You mult ever carry your- eye n 
upon your mark. So did Paul in the text, { || x 
preſs towards the Hark, for the prize of the: : 
hich-ca'ling of Godin Chriſt, The mark thay }| y 
a Believer ayms at, is Gods Glory, and+ his++ } a 
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P 
own, that God may be glorified in. him, and + F n 
he with God, This glorious prize will anj-+- Þ y 
mate you to your work, and.ſwallow. up » || q 
the ſenſe of labour and difficulty, and. make {| n 
you for the joy ſet before you, to endure the ff x 

S32'S} Croſs 


| (275) DEE Coe gp Te 
Croſs, and -d& iſe the. ſhame, Heb, 1212, 


It 

d | 224 carried. the Crown. incorruptible in his 
r- |} cye, and tharmade-bim with! "juvi 
q* | cible to rvn,..and fight, and 'ke :- 4 
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not obſerve them; in examining your felves 
accordingly ?.- As ever you; .delire to make 
any thing of :your. Religion; remember when 
you come ro your tables, the rules tliat you 
are tat by 5 when you go to. your callings, 
make-yilits, -5$ead;; or hear the-word,: be ſure 
you think, onthe rules that youare to-read byy 
qr diſcourſe, by; or hear by; &c. : You: can-' 
not think of; God in every mation; but with 
2licile pains, warchfullneſs, and prayer, you 

Rr may 
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.may tome to this}. ro mind your" -rule'an 
your end at the entrince/ of -6vety- ſolemn 
aQion.- And this Fdefireyou'ts ehjoyh upoh 
yourſelves; and takes daily wecount of Yeur 
ſelves; how' tis performed.” - This would'be 
indecd to keep ap-the' power of; Chriſtian. 
ty. : Oh-be ar-the/ pains ts put/ts this, nl 
you will know what its to-malk' with God, 
and to be in the fear of the:Lord-all the Up 
long, and\will have learntthat happy Leſlds, 
To walk/up and down in;the' arte” of the 
. _ Lord, Pro 24:9; Bick: 16122) 2111 
- {| Rules, g99'BE ary On fo ſet out 
ta right\pdiht pf the paſs if a Nan 


takes a wrong turning and mifſeth his way 
ar-ſetting forth, hegbts miſeradly otity it w | 


be, @ great: part-of the day, ' ext Vur' you 
bufineſs in; the/moning, and Terlyour- a 
be. welt; :8er the hand of your watch ta4 
right pvint,iand' wind it wp carefully; and 
that will; be 4a means -t6 © keep right 
throughout-rhet Yay. *Neverrife from yout 
beds but with ſomeſuetr thoughts as theſe,” 
will:ſer forth this day [in theinane of! God! 
Religion ſhall be wy buſinefsxtisday. 1 wil 
fyrely ſpend this day for Prernity, David 
would begin'with Gods," PſW.!1 49.001 iS 
&4; 3.7 ci 207 allot WOY 07 2:07 BOM 
«Rule 10; Let the preſeiricdhys prafticebs 
#11} the'mending of: the paſtFldtes Errors if 
you woutd gortifough with the work of: RE 
{igion, you .mraſt'(take- this evtrie? 'Sverp 
evening ſtriftly-to exarnine yout ſthvesabden 
yout whoterdrtiage that day Wie referee 
V6:. . 0 
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to your Doties, Sins,' Hearty, Tongnes, Tas + 2 
bles, Callings, ' as 1 have otherwheredired- | 
ed you'; 'and wh Touly your ſelves tar- 
dy in any thing this day/be ſore to amend 

| the next day. Wasthe Appetite too muy 
indulged ? when you fit at meat the nextday 
remember rhe-error, and hold' the 'rems fa- 
ter then; > Do you find'that' you" were'not' 
heavenly in your diſcourſe ? be ſure that'yow 
be not caught in the ſame fault again the nexr 
day. Have you let looſe your Paſſions, or 
given your tongues the reins ? be humbled, 
2nd be ſure that you be not caught again the 
next day in the fame fault; elfe to what pur- 
poſe are all your ſelf-examinations? Pſal.119. 
59. Invaindoe we think on our waies, ex- 
cept weturn our feet to Gods Teſtimonies, 


Rule 11, You muſt deny your ſelves, 
and keep under your carnal luſts and affe- 
(tions, Where ſelf bears the ſway, that will 
ſet you on work, and you ſhall have enough 
to doe to follow its carnal deſigns, If you 
ſuffer your Tuſts and carnal affeCtions to com- 
mand you, to be ſure they will find you work 
enough, you then will have little room, and 
lieleſeifore, but theſe will be all the day long 
calling upon you to gratifie, One while the 
appetite _will_be_calling, and there muſt be_ 
time to give to that what it craves, another 
while revenge will be calling, and employing 
you to contrive how to vent it, and give it 
ſatisfaCtion ; another while pride will ſet you 
on work to ſatisfe that: and then luſt will 
T 2 be 
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be calling that you-muſt gratifie ; and then - 
copay wil beghoding that you have 
neglected it, and be putting you on ſacisfys, 
ing that; - Thus you tofts SU G3 indy, 
ſineſs night and day ; and your employment 
will be to make proviſion for the fleſb, Rom.13. 
14, Get thele therefore under, or elſe the 
buſineſs of Religion will never, can never 
$0 ON, | | Ci 21 
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Lord, what i is man,that thou takeſt know» 
ledge of hint 2? or the ſon of man, that 


thou makeſt account of him ? 


He Pſalmiſt in the foregoing words, 
- had eminently ſet forth the ſtrange 


goodneſs and Grace of God towards 
him, upen which he breaks out into admira- 
tionof him, thatever God hou! look upon 
him. What i man, QC, 

Hence obſerve, 

Dot. That it is a wonder above all wonder s, 
that ever the great God ſhould make ſuch ac- 
count of ſuch a thing 45 man. 

This I ſhall open to you in theſe three ge- 
nerals, 

1. It will appear if you conſider what 

«g7668 God the Lords. 
. What a poor thing Man ts, 
* What « great account the great God bath 


of x wy 6 bing Man. 

Firſt, 1f ug conſider what a great God the 
Lordis, And herel may be confounded, to - 
think that 4 can ſpeak no more pf his great- 
neſs. When lam kugying to ſpeak to by 


*(280) 
of his greatneſs, that comes to. my 'miind, 
cant thou by ſearching find out God? Alas 
wemay allcomplain as Fobs frierids did; Job 
8.9. We are but of yeſterday andknow nothing, 


_ yet notwithitanding, though we are notable | 


to ing: age much leſs to expreſs” the 
greatneſs of God, 'yet ſome thing we may 
ſee, and accordingly ihould conceive of it,anJ 
ſhould labour to ſetiit out toothers, --- * 

It is ſeen bix Works, and Word. | 

x, In his Works, Herein Gad doth diſco- 
ver to us his wonderful greatnefs, Fob 36.24, 
25. Remember that thou Magnifie buy w 
which men behold, Every man way ſet it; may 
#ay behold it afar off. Man may ſee afar 
_ off if hedo but cafthis eyeas he runs, What 
a great God thar' is that made all the world, 
kf wedoe but caſt our eyes upon the Fabrick 
of the world that he hath made; if we Jook 
down-ward , and fee how every creature 
ſerveth its end that it was made for" ::1f Welſee 
how the earth hangs upoh nothing 3 if we are 
in our wits what ſhonld we'do but pam 
whatever we are doing ? whether" phot ings 
or eating, 8c, this Hymn is to, be ſung to 
him, Jt was bt that gave me ftrenith to work, 
and appetite to eat, Pſal. 19. 1,2: The Weds 
vens declare the glory of God, andl the firma: 
ment ſheweth his > 


tereth ſpeech, &c, Every day f6th.preach 
to us this DoQtrine, what u great; wiſe, good, 
Slorious God he is, who doth order C ry 
ſeaſon, 'and' their occurrences, arſe 

vp 


Polt thou find thy heart brgin'to be 


wm . tus af wt aww two oo as . ud af 


andy work: day" avto aay-ut: | 
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with, pride Doik.chou pee” 
A hs bebotths way, 


TOM £d0..any fuch. tag: "ay 
* Lu light, and fec whether. there | will ' 
flight, Try whether thou. cap bring .ſoxrh 
he & fuch a thingas:this, This, doth. God. 
ay of Tob,. Pe: 38 But if an cagnot come 
n) | near any. of theſe, works of ,God,. then: let 

him adore his power and greatneſs, and ſub- 
jet himſelf-tobim, 

o. | +2-14 bis word, Whazglotious deſeripti; 
ong doe we find, made of him inthe Scrip: 
| tures? Pal; 194 I, 0 Lord thog art very 
t great, &:6« Ith.;24+ 44 $6; Man, in compa- 
far | rifon of God, ighute worm, a vite worm as 
at 8 the ward ſignifies z ſuch. a, thing-.ig. mans A 
dg. | worm:that is bredin fleth, whigh is the wort 
> of all, Now. is it not. a wonder. 'of all won- 
o& 1 giers that God ſhavld lookupen ſych 2 oneas 
rel man? That God that humbles himſelf to 
ee | behold the thingsthatare Uone-in heaven, that 
ro 4 this great.God ſhould look uponus? or take 
any pleaſure gr delight in us & Qhow ihould 
we admire this Grace! ., | 

. Secondly. 1f , you confeder =has Man &. 
WhataV ain, whata Viledhinghe's, 

1, What a vain thing he is; His: vary 


appears, 
1. By Gods teſtimony af hint. Be By mans 
own hand ſubſcribing touts nc 
(1) By:Geds reſtinany of bowylfe 40-1 fs 
16, 17... Albnations before bing Are 45 VARY. 
. They-are. as. the drop of 4 wes a the 
Ja duſt of the ballance, & 6 
T 4 | & You 


9c +7 SED Þ 


7x3 


| ” S) .. | 
_ - (2) You ſhall ſee mans ows hand fub ſeri 
ing to it, If you will- but look 


his own hand to it, P/il.39. 147 Surely; 

man is vanity, mark; every mar: Men of -4 
Ranks and conditions, P/ſal.-62. g. - Surely 
menof low degree are vanity, and men of high 
degree are alye:. to be laid in the ballance, the! 
are altogether lighter than vanity. The Pfat 
miſt doth not ſpeak it raſhly, but-as one that 


had tryal of what man was ; and yet he g've3, 


this as thereſult of his experience and rryal; 


that if man were put into one ballance,-and. 


'vanity in the other;, it would+ weigh” him 
down, So Pſal. 39.5. FVerily every man' at 


bis beſt ftate #s altogether vanity ; 'Not way, . 
but vanity it ſelf : yea every, yea a/togerber 


yea at his beſt ſtate, -he is a/together vanity. 


Fob 11, 11, For be kyoweth vain men, That. 
is the proper Epethite that belongs to man: | 
Man is a 9a: thing , and that in two parth - 


culars. Heis Worthleſs, and V/eleſs. 
1. He s aworthieſs thing, Tob 11. 12, For 
vain man would be wiſe, In the-original*tis 


Empty man. | Man is by Nature empryof eve- 


Ty good thing. Sothe Apoſtle; in we; that 


1 in my fleſh dwelleth no good thins, © There is. 
nothing that is ſpiritually good left; -8llis lot 


by mans-Apoltacy. from God, 'Yca;'man is 
 notonely nothing worth, but worſe than n6- 
thing, We uſe to ſay that a manthatis over 


head and ears in debt, is many thouſands (it 


may be) worſe thannothing + (o'is-man, he 
js infinitely in his makers debt, and cannot 
cn ©* | "ny 


pk into-other 
places of Scripture, you ſhall-fee many ſetting . 


oe O OST” woot a 
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come out, as weacknowledge inthat petition | 
forgive our debts, where weracknowledge two 
things.(1)T harws are iz debrro God: (2) That. 
we canner pay bir.” This is'the condition of 
man,he-is —— mom s debt, &hecan- 
not pay any thing : he hath nothing-to pay:. 
Fy.p He e.þ ofeteſ thing. Able"to Ga che 
Lordno a Wo 25:4: _— he is 
recovered by grace,” tis . poor ſervice; 
that he can F6. for-his ad + there- 
fore -our Saviour teacheth his difciples to fay. 
wey- are unprofitable ſervants when-they 
have done theirduty.. Yea weare ſo far from. 
doing him any acceptable ſervice , that: we 
cannot but fin' againſt him, and offend him; 
Now put theſe things: together, and doth it 
vot-appear to be'a wonder that God ſhould 
make ſuch account of man ? Is he avain thing, 
IWorthleſs and, Vſeteſs, and yet will God fer 
= "heart upon; him? --what a wonder is 
this 4 03 064 {1 whdenttl yi 408 
2. Manu auilething. 1f he were onely 
empty of good, this were ſomething; but 
now he isnotonely empty of all that is good, 
buthe is full of all that is diſpleafing to God, 
Fob 15.-ver. 16. Afan drinketh in uniquity 
like water, This . is, the condition: of -man, 
he-drinketh 4n finas the fiſh drinks in water : 
Sin-is' his proper Element. The filthy car- 
caſe lying 'before-us is not more loathſome 
to us than we are to. God in ourfins. Man, be- 
fore God . in himiclf. is like a carcaſeiying in 
its crawling worms. - Now 4s it-riot irange 
that {0 azz,” yea, :fo vile a Thing _—_— 
362 ou 
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(284) | 
have any room in Gods heart? How ſhould 
wecry out with the P/amift hers in the vents. 
Lord what'ts man, &c;. \ 

Thirdly This will appear by nds 
What great account this great God bath af thus 
Poor 2 ng man. s.* 141% 

What great account God hath of, bio, 
will _— (1). In what, he bath laid out 
upon him. (2) In what. he hath Jaid:up-for 
him, (3) oy the near union be bath taken 
him into, with bimſelf, (4.) By his gear rele+ 
rion to him.” (5) By his enterraining fuch fax 
miliar communton with man, 

' Firit, If , you conſider what God hath laid 
out _ him. The care, aud the co#. * 1:15 
. The care. Ah brethren, this is ſtrange 
_ thatthe infinite God-ſhauld lay quthis 
care,his thoughts upon ſuch a thing as man is; 
yet thus he doth, 1 Per. 5.7. For be careth 
for you, Now this will appear worthy+of 
your admiration, if you conſider what this 
careis, *Tisa Paternal care, a Perſonal cares 
a Perpetual care. 

1. It is a Paternalcare. A Fatherly care. 
As a father pittieth hus children, ſa the: Lord 
pittierh them that fear him, .So Adel, 3.17; 
God calls'them his /ewels. © Now if a-mang 
houſe be or fire, he will be ſure to ſave. his 
Jewels. But if a mans childreu be in the houſe, 
he will rather looſe his Jewels than his ehib 
dren. And if: he ſaveth any Child, then/that 
that is the dutifull child,'/ :S#: God will ſpore 
them as a ſonthat ſerveth him,” -/ 


Now this Paternal care is, upon that ac- 
count, 


Toantted sÞ o Ambitious 


count,” ' Nayardl,:" oro.” 
C1) Tt wa Hathrad oenlieb © i farkers, 
4nd this is in God .T is the Apo fte commend- 
ed Timothy for, Philc/2. 20.” 7 Ther he ar 
rally exred for their ſtare. ' That which isna- | 
tural is dehightful': fo is Gods: ears of his 
people; he takes pleaſure-in it, in his pro- 
zects anddefi gns to bring his ple toglory. 
Gas we may fo 
ſpeak, )that he is angry when-we will not caft 
ourvares uponthim.-: e wouk® have vs be 
carefull for nothing,” 
(2): Upon this acroutit, #6 alſo conflent 
and-wmnterupeed, "That whis is Natural is 


conttanr, As the fire doth naturally: give heat, 
therefore it alwaies doth fo, Bur that which 


is contrary to Natur&is quickly gone: As if 
you -heat water. over "the fire, the: heat is 


quickty gone again; becauſe it'is againſt na- 


ture. Now Gods care is Natural, ey there- 
fore Conſtant, -- © 

{3) That whictiis' Natural & vigorous, 
That which is done againft Nature is done 
flowly, As when you caſt a fone upward. 


Now Gods care isa Natural cate,amdthers- 


fore'a vigoroms care.” . 

' 2 Tt ws 4 Perſonal care. God wilt look to 
us hifhſelf, 72.66. 2. It is truc God dorh 
put dthers to- look! to vs, but:he- wilt not 
truſt us with theſe, but he wiltiookto us 
himfelf. 

*- Hf It is a perpetual care. As when-Daiae! 
was tobe catlt into the'Lions Den, Dax: 5. 14. 
70u Ring fer bis heart upon Daniel to deliver 


bius, 


| | . (286) 
bim, &c, So'Gods heartis ſetupon/us:itiHe- 
.is bent for-our good, he iis ſtill-defigning! fot 
-US, vt 96s F. any O Loyd -++-- are thy 
thoughts tow ward, &e- 10s 3 
. 2. As:-it appears bythe care, ſo by __—_ 
that God hath laid out upon man, (1) The - 
Riches of his love. (2) The  gold"wfi bis 
Lrace, F. T HV10G8 
1. Theriches of | his-love. The free'gracey 
_ and wr of Gan is _— Rithes 'in 
' Scripture, Epheſ.1.7.The Apoſtle ſpeakingiof - 
the icheo Chriſt ſhews on kn 
they are, Epheſ.3.8. So Rom. 11. 33. Othe 
depth of the Riches both of the wiſdom and _ 
knowledge of God, Now all theſe werelaid 
out to determine mans deliverance;**They' 
are glorious Riches that Goddoth lapout 
upon his ſons and ſervants;' Row. 2. 7. And 
well may theſe becalled:Riches. There muſt+ 
be two things to -make Riches, there muft 
be (1) Plenty. (z) Preciouſneſs;' - : 1 7 
Firſt, There muſt be Plenty, For a little of 
never ſo goed, will never makea man Rich.” 

* Secondly, There muſt be Precronſneſs, for 
abundance of that which is worthleſs will ne-- 
ver make a man Rich, Now both of :theſe* 
are in Gods Mercy, there is plenty,vandrw* 
precious. ' The Mercy and*Grace of Godiss 
very precious. - David ſought moſt for this" | 
when others ſet their hearts upon other things, - 
Pſal. 4. And as'tis of great worth, {@ 'tis' 
of great plenty. It is abundance of grace . 
thar God doth put forth in- repairing-mans© 
Nature; and making him a New _ w; 
+ In ut 
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further appear, - inthathe-  laidont: 
us. -(1,) His Creatures. (2) His 'bri 
1. His Creatares upon «. Thatheih 
lay. out all theſe Creatures,upoti-us, / | 
Heavens, and this Earth.to be for the: | 
of: nan, Oh-how-doth this: diſcover Gods 


| goodneſs to man / This made” David ad- 


mire him, Pal. 8.i546,74 8: Here you may 
ſee whatan account God doth-make of man, 
in-that.he ſhould make hima little godamong 
the-Creatures 4: that their ſheaf bow: 
to his ſheaf; thatthey. muſt ou and be ſpent 
_ hs + prone miniſtring BE, 
they. mu or 
_— are the beirs of Savanen Heb: 
Mult) 
ol In that behath leid out bis Chriſt upon | 
This was a coſtly gift indeed, It is A | 
that God: ſhould: ; gr Creatiires- to. dye 
for us, to give us foed: 'butohthathe ſhould 
give us his Chriſt todye for us, Ohhow in-- 
Sarees ors the Lord-advanced man in this. 
In this-he hath. abundantly ſhewed how man 
was eſteemed by. him. This tſhews.that he 
hada great regard to-us. + We were redeem- 
cd-by:the blood: of Chriſt, which: was: the- 
blood of God himſelf, A. 20.28; Now is it 
not an admirable thirg, that ſo mean @-pur- | 
chaſe ſhould be made with ſo-great:a-price ?. 
This was that which: God did-commend his 
ſtrange love with, (4, F0b.3.16;): thatihe laid 
down his life for us; Look into thy ſelf man, 
what haſt thou that-thou ſhouldeſt have this 


great 
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great -purchaſe tobe laid-out-for thee 9/7 Oh 
How ſhould d inan be- continually in the praiſe 
of God? /'\ PRPEON 9 9ty '1-F "O08 
"2. I ther gold of bis grace, that God bath 
| lard ovit wponman. Grace'/is call 'd the true 
Riches, and:this hath been laid out upott man; 
Rev. 3:18... It iscalled gold, yew 'tis my 
more. pretious than gold, © When” youfee 
the Queen attired -in- Gold, Pſa. 45: - all 
this is to ſet forth che Grave that is upon the 
Saints-of God... 1 telf thee! Chriſtian, "thou 
that haſt but one dram of Graceghe hath piveri 
thee more than if he had piver thee a whole 
world. In: the Creation 'there were ſoine 
footſteps of God upon other Creatures's bitt 
upon man:there was his Image. Ard row 
that God ſhould dittinguith thee from others 
by one dram of -Grace, this'isadmirable t 


- Secondly;It appears whatgreat account this 
' $teat (Godhiath-of thippobr thing,” "Man, 4 
what be bath Igid wp' for birs. This makes the 
Pſalmift tocry out as:ohecolercome with «d- 
_ miration} Pſal.. 4 1; 19,0! How 'groar 4s thy 

 Loodnefs,c which thou haſt laid up for thrin that 
- fearrhee | Jvis much zhat God hat laid one 
forus; but-miore that he hath laill up/ſ4y us? 
The Pfulo:it could not-xpreſs'it; he Bold 
butadmire:ivonely, + Co#.2:9; Eye bath Hb 
feen, 1nox. crarahpard; morchor have entre wind 
che beare af un, the things whith' Gol bith 
prepared fon them that love him. "Eye" haBþ ip 
ſeen.” [Thereyerof man hath ſeen" uth's 
eſpecially thoſe' that-have travailed:Fr other. 

IG. Coun- 


(89) Feats. 
| Countries, - But'the eye of man hdthnotieen 14 
-any. thing: that may be compared: with this 
.that- God hath: prepaxed.: Nor ear;heard, 
We have heard off more than we have ſeen ; | 
"We have heard of gold Mines and- the like, 6 
thatare.in other parts of the world; but the 1 
ear hath \not heard-'of any thing like this, 

And though the eye hath ſeen mech, and-the 

[ear hath heard: more;:yet the heart of man 
 cancanceive of 'moreagain z/ yet the beart of 

Wap cat ronreiue of what God: hath laid 

up for.them that lovehim.-: S1CTKA SYOL £467 

| > Now lay theſe 4wo- together, what God 

| hath aid! out -upon.mman., and!whatihe hath 

FF HKidvpfor him; andwill it not'nppear that 
| 


the great God makes a great account ofman? 
How'canyou chufe-but cry out in-the'words 

bf the P/abwifſe; What is man, @&c,! But, - 11 
b9Thirdly, This will appear by char near wns- 
; | enrhathebarhrakgnhimupinto, withbrmſelf; 
; Oh how wonderfully bath God dignified man 
|; in this? . By uniting' his Nature-to: thena- 
ture of man, 'as''tisan- the ſecond>perfon: of 
the' Trinity, Feb;3;' 14 ' And ther word was 
ade fleſb and awelt among ns,>01, in ne.: That 
 God.ſhould tike up the nature! of man into 
perſonal unioby with chimfelf; what an un- 


. - 


ſpeaſkable dignity/is:this1- : So the:Apolite, 
ht Fooks xot-upor trons rbe natare of but 


thr feodl of Abram; tb. 2.76, Herein is 
man'dignified above the Angels of 'glory; 4n. 
the niear union between God and-man in-the 
Godhead, This'is that-which the. Angels do. 
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Hefbve ropry ure; well may the: e ſay, 
on, great 


m 


ed 


7 (great i the myſtery 'of goalineſs ; and: this'Is 


the top'of -it,” God © tanifeſt. in the © fleſh. * 


.Greatly-hath'/God dignified man in theſe-two 
thingy” that Man ſhould be partaker of "the 
Ditine:Nature;, and thatiGod ſbould partake 
of the\ Humane Nuture. 7 tf 


.. 7. That Man ſbould partaks of the Divinie * 


Nature, 2 Pet. 1, 4. Ohthis'13 a greatipri- 
viledge /thar we ſhould bear. the. Image. of 
God. + Let the world fcorn-at holineſs 3, yet1 
tell thee, Man; that haſt one-dram of grace, he 
hath done more for thee; than he hath done 


for all the world; How ever this is: out of 


faſhion in world,” I am fure.'tis not in heaven; 


O glory inthis; you that-are made: partakers 
efnres bh "4 oe 


of Gods ;Naturec. 295m : 4179 
- 2. Tnhis taking upon:binm our Humane Nas 
tare. In this, mans Nature is morccxaled 


yet; The:Nature of | Mah in-Chriſt  is/liffed - 
up fariabove alh. Principalitics and -Powirs, 


: Pet.3. wit.” © Angels, and Aftborities, atid 
Pawers being: made ſubjelt unto bim. ' This is 


Tpoken.of Chrift,\notonely. in-his- Divine Na- | 
ture, butihis Humane Nature, for is:Divine 


Nature-was there before *+therefore it muſt 
be underſtooJ-of his Humane:'Nature, * And 
he hath all power of Angelsand-Authorities, 
and he ſendsthem forth:to/Mimiſter at higpeo+ 
; ples-need}.HZeb.-1; wir; Epheſe Iy\20; 21,5228 


Which be wrought in.Chriſt when he raiſed bim. 


from'the' dead, and ſet : him at his own reoht: 
hand in the beavenly places, far | above all Priuw- 
cipality, aud power, and might, ani dominion-- 
And bath put-all things under bu -feet, . and, 
$44 gave 


7p —"O_ mW we 
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0ave, him, to be: head” aver: ll. rhings ta 
Church, Mark;the Man Jeſus Chriltishe 
and Lord over all things .: for-it is. ſpoke 
Chriſt as:ro. his Humane Nature(as L told 
you before); for 'tis ſpoken of him-as raiſed 
from the dead, which was his Humane Nature. 
So. that you ſee how wonderfully mans Ns- 
ture is exalted in Chriſt, | 

Fourthly,  /t appears by: bis near Lilarion 
ro.him, This is another way by which God 
hath ſignified whata, great account he hath-of - 
man, that. he will take him near, to: himſelf. 
You know 'tis a great honour to be.next to 
the King. Now what .a- great. honour.is it 
for a, man to benext to. God ?. now: he. hath 
taken man near to him.- (1).As 4 huband. 
(2), As.afather. (3) 454 friend. 

Ids a Huband. They twain ſhall be one 
fleſs..,; God hath owned mag in this Relation, 
1[/a. 54+ 5-: Thy Maker # thy huband,: the. 
Lord of hots s bis. name... O whata thing is 
this that he: ſhouldnot be aſhamed toown us 
in that,;Relation / Fer.-3.:14. 1am-married 
unto you, Eph.y .30.. We are fleſh of his fleſh, 
and bone. of his bone, Hoſ. 24.19: 1 will be-- 
rroth thee unto me for ever. 2 Cor.11.2. Ihave 
rſpouſed you unto one. buband. .  O' what; a 
great.cxaltation. is this,:that we ſhould, be-- 
come the bride of Chriſt, the wife and Y 
of .Chrilt !- what honour hath: the Bride, the: 
Lambs.wife.! .A. believer. is eſpouſed to 
Chriſt :,.and therefore the Apoſtle propounds 
the example, of Chriſt to.his Church, unto 
men.towards their wives, to imitate hiv exc 

u ample 
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ample, in the performance of their duties to 
them. Now what a wonder is this that ſuch 
rs as we are ſhould be taken from' the 
dunghil & be made a bride prepared for him'! 
2. As 4 Father. So he is nearly related'to 
us. This is an aſtonithing conſideration, 
1 Foh; 3.1, O what a wonder is this, that 
he ſhould take ſuch a thing as man, ſonear to 
himſelfasto make him become his'fon ! That 
he ſhould take him from the dunghil of fin; 
From the dungeon of darkneſs, The family 
of Satan, The furnace of hell. | 
-- Therebe 0p Dorn confer'd upon man 


| here. (1) Hes rakgn into bis family. (2 ) Ad- + 


mitted to fit at bis Table, | 
(1) Hews taken into his family, Epheſ. 3. 
15. Of whom the whole familywin heaven and 
earth 5 named, Mark, the Lord is/a great 
hoxſe-keeper, and all believers are his family.. 
And though theſe be in different degrees and-' 
orders, ſome glorified in heaven, and ſome 
here on earth ; yet we areall but one family ;* 
ſo that we are taken into the ſame family and 
houſhold that the Saints in (glory be in." 
And what a dignity is this ! - Epheſc 2. 19. 
Now therefore. ye ate no more ſtrangers and, 
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the Saints, 
and of the houſhold of God. We that 'were' 
ſomeTimes ſtrangers, are now by our Adop-' 


tion become of Gods houſhold. You may” 


think they ſhall not want good keeping, 
1Tim.y,8. He that provides not for thoſe of 
hit own houſe, ss worſe than aninfidel.” Bo 
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will be fore to providefor thoſe that be of his 
own houſe, ' Now-we that are his children, 
ſhall thus be 'provided for. 'O how' doth 
David commend their ſtate that thall be ad- 
mitted todwell in Gods houſe ? He prefers 
it above all the honour of Princes dignity, 
Pſal. $4, This is our priviledge, Weare in 
Gods houſe, of his family, If the Queen of 
Sheba did think the ſervants of Solomon: bleſ- 
ſed, how much more bleſſed are they thatare 
the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt ? Happy (ſaid 


| ſhe) are thoſe thy ſervants,&c, but how much 


more may this be ſaid of Gods children- 

- (2) We are admitted to fit at his Table. 
God. doth admit his children to his own Ta- 
ble. . This is -the childrens portion ; and 
when he hath fed them a while at his table 


inthe other. world, Luk, 22. 28, 29, 30; Te 
are they which have continued with me in my 
Temptations, And I appoint unto youa king- 
dom, as my father hath appointed unto me ; that 
ye _ eat and drinkat my Table, This is the 
priviledge of Gods children, O what a dig-. 
nity is this, to fit and eat-and drink with' 
Chriſt at his Table! This is in part given us 
here, and ſhall be perfeCted upon us hereaf- 
ter, .. God ſayes to believers as David faid 
to Mephzboſheth, 2 Sam. 9. 7. 1 will ſurely 
ſhew thee kindneſs, &c. and thou ſhalt eat 
bread at my Tab/e continually, And therefore 
ith we are. admitted to this priviledge to caf 
and drink at God's Table, letus do as he, and 
ſay with him, ver/. 8. And be bowed himſelf 
uU j 


2 | and 


here, he will tranſlate them toan upper-table . 
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and ſaid, what 14 ervant, that thou ſhowld:. 
eſt look upon ſuch ny 4 dog 45 Iram?. Co 
poor man to his. lamb, he doth, it by this 

(2'Sam. 12.3.) That it did eat of his. own 
meat, and grinkof his own cup,and lay m his bas 
fom: This is the priviledge that Chriſt vouchs 
ſafes us,toeatof his own bread, anddrink of 
his own cup, and be as his children, 4 

3. The Relation of a friend, .This you 


Nathan. would expreſs the tenderneſs of the 


know is a very-familiar and loving relation. | 


Amongit others there may be.ſome ſirange-, 
neſs, but this is a molt familiar relation, A» 
braham was called the friend of God, It is 
tte Epithite that Chriſt gives his Diſciples, 


1 call you friends. Friends, you know, do: 


unboſome their ſecrets one to another, Thus 

itis with God and believers... The Lord opens 

his ſecrets to them ; and they. rip. open 

their hearts to God. The ſecrets of the Lord 
are with them that fear him. 


Fiftly. It appears that God makes agreat | 


account of man, 4x that he doth entertain ſuch 


familiar communion with man, 'O how won-- 


_ derfully doth Go4.condeſcend to man on this 
account! Howfamiliarlydoth he treat with us? 
He doth'open all his mir d tous, Feb.14.2., 18 
my fathers bouſe are many Manſions gf it were. 
not fo, I would bave told you. Intimating that, 


he would keep back nothing from them that. 


would be for their good. He tells all his heart: 
and mind to behievers. And this account he 
pives to his father when he leaves the world 


* 


he ſhews his father that ke had tavght them 
Ws "4+ 0m 
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andopened his-mind:to them, Folt/217.6,8; 14. 
Chriit doth open and reveal-the fathers mind 
and wilt-to believers. And as he-is-plea 
. converſe familiarly with us; ſo he doth let.us 
converſe with him. My Brethren it is an+ un- 
ſpeakable dignity that God'doth admit man 
to, in that he will ſpeak with him. Herein 
Moſes did commend the people of J/rae!, in 
that there was no Nation like to them, tbar 
God ſhould ſpeak, to them, and they ſpeak unto 
God. This is agloriouspriviledge that God 
will ſpeak to man; eſpecially. that he will 
ſpeak to him by his Son, Heb. 1. 1, This 
is more than for God to ſpeak to him out of 
the fire. This-is.a great condeſcention on 
Gods part, and exaltation on mans part. 
And then not onely that God ſhould ſpeak to 
man, but that man ſhouid ſpeak. to God, Ah 
brethren, this is that ſhould make us itznd 
amazed, that we thould be admitted to ſpeak 
to the great God, This did aftoniſh Abraham, 
Gen.18.27. Beho!d now, 1 have taken vponwe 


: to fpeak.unto the Lord, which am but duſt and 
Aſhes, He wondered at this great dignity 


that the great God ſhould let him converſe 
withhim. That his ear ſhould be opento ns, 
and we ſhould come and knock at hjs door, 
and have admiſſion, O what a priviledge is 
this 1 what an honour is this, that we 
Mould have the honour to Tpeak with the 
King, let him be in what company'he wilf, 
and be carried into his bed-chamber ! And 
yet thus'it. is, Oh admire this rich grace 

U 3 & 5, to 
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.of God, andcry out with the Pſalm:/t ade. 
text, Lord, what i many that thou" takeft 
knowledge of him? or TE of man. thas 
ref account of him ? 


thou ma 


Luk. 15. 23, 24+. 


Bring hither the fatted Calf, 4nd hill at, 
and let ws eat, and be pales For this 


my Son was dead, and is ot ts 
he was loſt, and is found.” Att 


Y beloved this text is ſo full of mercy, 

on Gods part, and ſo full of comfort 
for us, that methinks I may.cloſe the book, 
and have done as _ 4 = begun ; ME- 
thinks the text mi nof it. | 
In it you have wt, 5 phy: cjoy and thi 
umph of heayen for the recovery of Pope 
dead, uo —_ 4 ; 

"I. Ton have heavens joy and tri 
them. Bring hither the fd calf, io 
and let 3 eat, and be merry. Un tha. thisisf 
nified the Joy that is OVErone te 
tornin _ on Angels of Go, Few, = 
God of the $,do rcjoyce in. the conver- 
fion of po oe m_ rel 
"2. Ton have the cauſe of « Fo , and that 
Was from that bleſſed a ba "hang cha ' 
had paſſed upon this prodigal,. And x dag is 
a twofold change. that we El vpon him, {n. 
his beart, and in his ſtate, 
1. In bis Heart, That .you have in he 

verſes Sore. When he came to himſelf, bz 
FT ſaid 
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ſaid, bow many bired ſervants of my fathers; 


iſh with bunger ? Here is a great 

wrought upon his heart, he is now come to' 
his ſenſes again, An impenitent finner is be- 
fide himſelf ; inonein the world is fo diltract- 
edas he is. ' All the madneſs in the world is 
nothing to this, He that throws fire-brands 
at\his head,” is not in fobada caſe as he that 
throw. fire-brands at Gods« Well, the man 
is now come to his ſenſes: and what was the 
effec. | 


(1) He was ſenſible of bu miſery, 1 perifl 


with bunger.,, This.is one of the firſt thipgs 
that God doth for his-people, when he þrings 
them home, to'make them ſenſible of their 
miſery. 


, 2) He was ſenſible of his fin too. Fatherg | 
Thave ſinned againſt heaven and. before thee, 


Not onely miſery, but the ſenſe of fin muſt 
be ſet home upon the heart'iof a poor ſinner, 
or elſe the converſion will not be true, 

*"(3) Yot bave bis. confeſſion and converſion: 
His confeſsion, Father 1 have Simned, And 
his converſion, be returned bame to bus Father, 


2. Acbange in bu State, When hecomes 
to his father, you ſhall ſee what an Alteration 
itmade in his-condition, wy 1g 

(1) From Nakedueſs to Clare: ver. 224 
But the father ſaid to bis ſervants, bring forth 
the beſt robe, and put it on him, andput aring 
92 by band, and ſhoes on bis feet, Hewas now 


PE clothed from top to toe :..yea, not onely 


for 


Fg 


| 
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: | band,. O.what:e -here!-ſrom. 
) A to Robes. [And no other dur the-bel. 
; 0 

(2) From Pentary, to Plenty: oo biker 


the fatted calf.  Alaſs! __ Rarveling 
whe 1 have _ glad bur'a little before, to 
have eat. of the husks that he fed the ſwine 
with, . but he could nothave them. Put now 
_— Farted calf naſt be ſnklanens | 
or 
ay From bein bf, tobe found. #e wa 

y loft, and is found. 
; 164) From being dead, to be alive qguin, 
; . There are four Qbſervations that 4 thall 
, commend to you fromthe words. 1.6 
1. Obſerv;” That -4 Sinner 1 bis: Nattral 
| condition, #5 not onely diſeaſed, bt Head : 
,. | not onely ſtrayed, but loſt. _ s ori 
2,” -Obl. That there 16 a eohchilenetantdhe 
dead-Sinners ta be aſe for loſh-finners tobe 
recovered. Confider this you- -that are here,” 
that are touched with -theſenſe of your miſe- 
| ry. If. any ſouls are touched with therſenſe of 
| their, miſery and undone conditiony-confider: 
| this that you may be found. Ithath been thas: 
> {|  withallthefaints of God: They -weredeadand: 
lo## 5:znd yer are abve and-arc found and 
wo may-not- Youras well as they ?.-Oh pray: 

and uſe the mcans';- Why rem yoke 
\{] turned too?. ,./ - 


3. Obſ, That it is @ moFÞ gloriows andbleſbd 
change thar God doth work. in the ſtate of a6 


tiever 


od As. . AS. es... . . ww 


\ 
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bever whon he bringeth him —__ "fromthe - 


fate that be was in; no beſi t 
sng _ to-be alive; from bring loft tube 
ound. 
ſ 4. Obſ, That it is mateer of Heavens 
joy and triumph , when poor dead "Sinners 
are revived; and loſt Sinners are vecove. 
red: Bring hither the fatted calf, &; ind 
why ſo ? This my ſort was dead and is alive 
ain; was loft, and is found. © | 
It is the third of theſe Obſervations that I 
mtend to infiſt upon; That iris a moſt blefſed 
and glorious change that God doth work, in the 
ftate of a believer, ee, I ſhall open this in 
its ſeveral parts. It is a great change that 
God doth work. Peng 
(1)From'being dead to be alive.Regeneration 
is not ſuch a change as doth conſiſt in perform- 


ing ſuch a du 24 +1 leaving ſachafin that thou - 


could'/t not welllive in. It is pittiful to think, 
how many take the leaving of one f*n to be 
thenew birth ; No, it isno lefs than frombe- 
ing dead to be alive again. RM 

(2) Tt is ſuch a change, as from being loſf 
ro be found.” 'A ſinner, inhis Natural ſtate'is 
alofs man, ina loſt condition;: but when he's 
recovered by converſion he is found'again Fhe 
Son of man i come to ſeek and (ave tharwhich 
was loft. And ſoin this Luke 15, What was this 
loft ſheep, and loft groat, andloſt Son ? What 
was the meaning of allthis, but the recover- 


ing of loſt Souls ? So that its a great change, 


« coming fromdeath tolife ; from being loſt 
to be found. JF owr goifel be hid, "tis = po 
thoſe 


t auger are rene 
lod they. _ _—_ 


"0 Is it cobleſaiand glariowm 
that God doth work in the condition of 
Ae when he bringeth him. to hſe, 
leſs than from being to be alive, 
being loſt to be found? Then you that are be- 
lievers rejoyee tt, and be thank full - for that 
blefſed and bappy condition that, God bath traw- 
{ed you into, Ah; brethren, how-may you 
ook one upon. another, and conſider what 
God hath done for you? - 2 

1. How that you were {ok Res aber 


you mil miſerable; 
wy thy. yore th ſoul, yea, 
and brought thee to life again, I mat- 
ter of joy. is this ! How thould you wonder 
at ſo great a change as this ? Wercadthatat 
the Miracles that our Saviour did: upon-the 
diſcaſed ,. there was great - aſtoniſhment 
among the people ; they were amazed, at 
this, but here are more miraculous cures than 
thoſe;. the cure of dead fouls is moxe than 
the ture of dead bodies; - O. Brethzen, if all 
the diſeaſed that Chriſt had cured ſhould have 
confer'd together , . what ſtrange ftoties 
would they have told? One- would have 
ſaid, I was born deaf; and heſaid Ephathe, 
and my carg were opencd, Another Hog 
| V if 


f 
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' ' blind andhe anointed mine eyes, & 1 waiked 
and received my fight. Another,] was thirt 
eight years under a diſeaſe'and by a;word - 
of his mouth I was healed, Another, I wag 
cighteen years'in a ſad-condition, and by a 
touch of his garment I was cured. Ando of 
thereſt, Ah brethren, you were not '6nely 


ed.you. O! what matter- of thankfulneſs 
is here ?+ You that are believers, ſhovld'ri6t 
look one. upon another without wondering: 
What ſhould move you to wonder if not this? | 
Jt will be a\ſtrange change when we ſhall Tee 
all the ſons of Adam come forth atlaft out of 
their graves ; when we ſhallſee” thoſe, that 
were buried in the great deep, brought forth 
by the powerof Chriſt; and-made all appeat 
together, this will be a-ftrange change. But 
the change of 'dead bodies is-nor fo” great as | 


you' praiſe God that hath raiſed * you from T6 
great adeath as this! How isit that we're 
taken up no more' with wonderment-for this 
' that hehath done for our ſouls ? God doth 
rejoyce overit; it is heavens joy when'aloft 
finner is found; * And doth” God and Atpels 
take notice of it, and rejoyce, and do you iof 
take notice of it? O what ingratitude” 1s this'! 
This ſhould excite ſmners'ts ſpeed” their 
return to'God; for this will rejoyce heaven 
and earth. Shall I- leave mY'wine ''(ſaith' the 
Vine) whereby I make gla@the heart of God 


a ſinner makes glad the'heart'of God! and - 
RR manz 


diſeaſed, but dead; and Chriſt hath recover- 


the" change: of dead ſouls. - O how tſhoild 


andman? I may ſay truly," the recdveryof - 


, 
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man; not onely w CON aps iniers 
rejoyge over thee. w turneſt 36 God: 
rl od himſelf will-ge5 yce over thee, when 
thou returneſt : he will call for che. farred - 
Calf, cc. O the Mirror of unthankfulneſs, 
that is upon our hearts, that we.ſhould be-no 
more moved with. any work that God hath 
done upon our ſouls! 'You that are convert- 
ed 804 wrought upon by Sanctification, one - 
would think that you ſhould be able to enter 
upon. no other. talk than this, to tell what 
God. hath done for your Souls. My brethren, 
if _ while we are hete together,” we ſhould ſee 
our dead friends, that have been dead ten, or 
twenty, or thirty .years. agoe , to cat and 
Ge An walk, and talk, and converſe with 
us, how ſhould we be aſtoniſhed at it? "And 
how would they wonder one at another? One 
thatdyed at ſuch a time; and another, - that 
dyed, at ſuch a-time and here they live 


= 


again, and talk again, But now here.is a 


greater wonder than this zhere are dead fouls, 
and they are brought together and live again, 
«nd. talk again, O! me thinks you ſhould 
wonder to ſee one, another reftored from fo 
great a death. TEIT 

., Obj, But you will. ſay, how ſhall I know 
that 1 am recovered fromdeath to life? 

_ Anf. 1 ſhall give together the CharaQers, 
and the priviledges of you that are recovered 
from death to lite, that ſo your evidence and 
comfort may be promoted together. - 
And there are theſe four that belong to you 
Firlt, He hath raiſed you from 4 ſtate of 


cory, and vottenneſs, to a Fate of health, 


ftateof- corruption : the grave is a place of 
rottenneſs and putrifaction, You that'lye 
in your old luſts ſtil}, certainly you have no 
portion or part in this matter, But you that 
are changed are brought from this ſtate:a ſtate 
of ſin;isa tate of corruption, The Scripture e- 
very where ſpeaks of fin by the Metaphor that 


carries in it the higheſt pitch of filthineſs, 


Pſal.14. 3.They are altogether become filthy,or 
Thinking, And ſo in Fob 15. 16, How much 
more abominable and filthy ts man , which 
drinketh in iniquity like water? Man inhis 
_ natural ſtate is a moſt filthy creature : no. com- 


pariſon is ſufficient to fer forth the odiouſheſs . 


of his condition, before he is ſanCtified: by 
grace; andthe reaſon is, becauſe he drixk: 
eth in iniquity like water, As the fiſh doth 
ſwim in, and take in water naturally : ſo-fin 
is his very clement wherein he doth natural- 
ly liveasit were, Thus the Apoſtle, Rom, 3. 
13. Their throat 1s an open Sepulchre, And 
ſo our Saviour compares the Phariſees to 
to whited Sepulchres, But now you that are 
believers, God hath raiſed you from a ſtate 
of Rorrenneſs to a ſtate of health and holi- 


neſs. Grace is the health of. the ſoul; Ho+ 


lineſs is the ſoundneſs of the ſoul. An 
upright heart, is a fourd heart, O beloved, 
 whatapriviledge is this to be tranſlated from 
a ſtate of corruption, to a ſtate of holineſs? 
O what cauſe have you of thankfulneſs, that 
can find the ftamp of God again v Fon your 

HERS ouls? 


and , lineſs. ' You know ſtate of death in 
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| read of the beauty of Holineſs? And fo of 


blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. Ah brethren, 


ſouls? you are highly fayouredindegd whe | 
God' hath oriviledged with th is, Theres) | 
that is defirable in grace and holineſs; Riches, | 
Wealth, beauty, all., How: often do. we 
its Riches to0; counſel thee to-buy of megold, 
that thou mayeſft be Rich, Rev. 3.18. Ta the 
true Riches. And fo it is Healch and Sonnd- 
neſs too, Prov. 3,8, It ſhall be health ro thy 
Navel, and marrow to thy bones. OH 
Secondly, From. a ſtate of darkyeſs, to'a 
Land of Light.You know the grave is a place 
of darkneſs; and death, aſtate of darkneſs, 
Thus is it in the Spiritual death. Dead fouls 
are all in darkneſs, underthe power of dark- 
neſs; Af. 26. 18. The grave for our dead 
bodies'is a place of darkneſs; but the grave 
for dead ſouls, is a place of utter dark- 
neſs, of everlaſting darkneſs;  - The grave is 
Formidable, and deep. You know when a 
body is dead, it muſt be buried, - that it may 
not annoy us. God hath provided a grave to 
bury dead ſouls inout of his fight ; and where 
do you think that this grave is ? Why Hell is 
the gravefor dead ſouls. - The richman was 
dead, and' was buricd, but where was he by-: 
ried? His ſoul wasin Hell, ſo ſometranſlate: - 
this-place, 4nd being buried, in Hell he lift up 
hweyes, Luke, 16.22, 23. Hell isa place of 
darkneſs; and thick darkneſs. O that is -horri- 
ble indeed, that is reſerved for pogr-impeni- 
tent ſinners; the blackreſs of darkneſs for ever, 
Fade 13, Hedoth not onely. fay darkneſs, but 


. grave”: 
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From,fromdeath to life. If you go down'tuto: 
the grave, and ſee. how the dead do Tye in 
darkneſs; and filence , how formidable is 
.that/But oh how will it be; to ſce the grave 
of hell where-dead ſouls are buried ! This 
was your place before you were ſanQied, 
Ab brethren, what manner of praiſe, what 
ſongs of deliverance ſhould you compaſs 
the throne of Gods grace withal, who have 
ſuch a change wrought upon you ? 


- Thirdly. From 4 ſtate of Impotence, to a 


ftate of power. A natural ſtate is an impo- 
tent ſtate, Rom.5.6. When we were yet with- 
out ſtrength, in ane time, Chriſt dyed for the 
«ngodly, As adead man isnot able to move a 
finger to put off the worms that crawl-upon 
his bodyandfatc : So a dead ſoul cannot get 
the vidory over his fleſh, and laſts. He is 
under an impoſſibility of doing any wing ac- 
ceptable before God, But now' God hath 


given you ſtrength; that you ſhould /eap and 


walk, audpraiſe God, God'did put-ſirength 
into thy feet when he recovered thee from 
dcath to life, that on ſhouldei] be able to go 
thorow difficulties for his names ſake; Bre- 
thren, thoſe- that arc altogether withour 


ſtrength-were certainly - never qty, to'a 


true and ſpiritual life, If thou art brought 
from death to life, thou hait ſome itrength, 
it may be it.is but. alittle ſtrength; Butevery 
Saint hath a little ſtrength, ſo that he doth 
not live in the wilful pratice of any fin, © If 
thou haſt nor thus much thou art dead in thy 


Gns. i; | Fourthly. - 


thit which Chrilt hath recovere'you 
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.and Ears, b 


; believers , you are raiſed from: is miſerable 


.on you 1.7, 


n+ 
he heareth'not- : 


is with a dead ſoul. But now 


ftate. 1 may ſay to you, : 


. Eyes, for you ſee ; and rar 05 duoc you 


.hear, - O whatachange hath hewrought up- 


i. He hath opened your eyes ,/when others | 


WY 8 511 blindneſs, , Brethren | what a change . 
is: this? How: many do, you fee that live 
-Where the Goſpel is Preached,and yet remain 


jgnorant? O /, what thankfulneſsſbould this 
 provoke-you-to?: You are; reſtor'd to your 


;Fpiritual ſepſe.. . Before, your thought it the 


ſmalleſt matter in the world to; fin againſt 


God ; Now,'you look uponit after another 
;manner;; 'Q. how, ſhould-you bleſs Godin 
thoſe wordsof our Saviour ,../, rhank,thee, © 


Father, Lordof Heavenand Earth , becauſe 


.thou haſt hid tþe{e things fromthe wiſe and 
prudent,and haſt revealed them unto babes,O''! 
{How many-be there of the wiſe men, & great 


men of-the world that have theireyes cloſed? 


God hath- hid, theſe things-from then: that 


they cannot ſee them ; Bur.,your eyes ſee, 


giveGodthe glory. 


2. He hath bored "ih Ears, when others 


are. in deafneſs. When others are like the 


deaf Adder, he hath. given you the heari 
Ear, the obedient Ear ; O /! confider this, ax 
be thankful. Thou haſt of thy ſelf a heart 
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83 obſtinate as vny other heart-4c tbe world, 
"Now if God hath given: thee earsito' hear, O 
'bleſs his Name! How often may-wecall upon 
-a Dead man; and he never kcay'? ſo we ar 
call upon dead ſouls, and they hear not, wi 
their fouls at feat; though they. hear with 
"their ears; - Bet VL SITE of Offs 
.. 3. God hath Joeſed your Toxgnts , 'mhin 
ofbers are dnmb ind ſilent, 'O what mercy 
is this * Beloved, you could not-breath be- 
fore God" your, Prayers and} Requelts. with 
life and fervour as you dos, - unleſs God did 
unloſe your tonghes, and oper your mouths, 
Mati's lips are locked up," and his tongue 
tyed up, thathe cannot utrer- himſelf before 
God; of atleaſt; not with that fervency.thar 
others can ;-. O bleſs the Lord that he harh 
looſed your tongues. trac th 
4. He bath given you Appetites, when 

' others rell6ſh not the things of God, Doftthou * 
find any byngriag? and oy 3 after Chriſt, 
and his - Righteouſneſs ? Is this: that which 
thou doſt pant after, to: be majle more \cort- 
formable to the Lord ? Doſt thou pant after 
Chriſt, as others pant after the; world ?-Q 
bleſs God that hath pur ſych @ difference be- | 
tweentheeandothers, When others, reliſh 
not the things of God, they are ſapleſsthings; 
yea, many times they ſeem -bardenforge 
things to them, God hath given thee ſuch an | 
appetite, that thou findeſt a reliſh'in them, 
that nothing goes down {9 ſycetly, as the 
ſervice of God, - . # 
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tow aGedimn yes, mY 1 har 
you To a' Mountain upon- him, he feala It 
not it is with a ſoul; he feels not 
the burthen of his fins, —_—— 
his ſins: Now canſt thou fay, a pg 
mes eateſt trouble to thee inall the ora? 

the Lord for this! It is a great-privi- 


1-40 ; You that are Believers do groan under _ | 


this burthen, and ' ts. your r duty ſo #00; 
yet under this there is life, or 0 
would not feel your corruptionsas =o 
And now to dloſe all, Jermeren 
hortation , Kejoyce--and be Tha in 
though you were loſt, you are found again.'.. 
remember ,what- a condition-.you. -were.,.in 
when you wereloft ! Do-you not remem 
what bitterneſs did ſeize'npon. you ? How 
many times did. you Ft 14 your ſouls,.and 
did believe that you ſhould never be found, or 
reſtored ?' And did God find- you when.you 
wereloſt > O conſider who it..was that found 
you. | Chrilt camefrom Heaven to Earth, 9 


ke thee up;, . poor loſt ſheep... upon- his 
i to carry thee to Heaven; Ts 


We fpraevle but Beppe 2nd bo Thavk: 
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A' Letter ſent by. him 'to-ant 
Intimate Friend. 


Ne will T make known'to my deareſt 
\ Friend, ſome of [the thoughts of my 
heart this morning, before begin to write to 
thee; There was once a poor ſoul impriſoned 
infleſh, and clogged with the [ron fetters of 
corruption, that retired within” itifelf , and 
would needs take a'view of the beft and worſt 
fight immaginable at once. Well, he fets 
open the Floodgates, and inhe dives into'the 
fathomleſs depths' of an evil heart, but there 
he could find no bottom ; Then up he ſprings, 
andbegins to take the Dimentions, and view 
the Maſhe weight. of the, Crown 'incorrup- 
tible : His heart grew hot" within him, and 
while he was muifing , the fire burned,” and 
on a ſudder he pathetically -ſmites -on'his 
breaſt, and out he breaks" info "this" Lan: 
—_ OS. $i 
Ah wretch,” whata ſight is here ! methinks 
my heart is like the Chambers of Imagery, 
Tcan turn me no way, but the-loathſom, fight 
and filthy ſtench of my Corruptions comes 
up into my Eyes-and Noftrils, my pollutions 
are ſo foul; that I cannot tell how to look 
upon them, 'and yet ſocommon, ſo univer- 
fa], that I cannot look beſides them : which 
way ſoever[T look into my ſelf, Ican caſt my 
eye on nothing but-the loathſome hight of 
: - 20ME 


4-11 


pure eyes 'of my_ ſpotleſs maker ;,'whety I 
turn my eye inward, and'go/about from Cell 
to Cel!, I paſs from one tothe other, andam 
fainto write, Lord haus mercy upon me oft 
every: doe : Every faculty is as a cage of 
unclean/Birds, and O the noy ſomelutits that 
lodge andlive within them / 'Ilook'd _—_ | 
memory, and O what a Magazine of wicked: 
neſs wasthere'! weak Hindit, and flippery 

 Whenany”good is committed to it : Alas, 
methinks Tam like a narrow mouthed bottle, 
that takes in but drops when the bounty" of 
Heaven pours down by ſhowrs, Though 
the"dew of Heaven diftill as the rain, yet 
how little doIrtake in ? how muchis ſpiltbe- 


my Veſſel that fets all that is 'good run-our, 
only the dregs- are left behind. "Tis little 
good thatTtake in amongſt a "world of- evil; 
_ and prefently my Rudder lets go the good 


cious it is to receive, faithful to retain what 
ſhould beforgotten : well thought I, I will 


Prophet of old, ſpeaking to me, rarn rhine 
Byes, and thou ſhalt ſee yet greater Abomina- 
tons then theſe, Look into thine underſtanding. 
But good Lord, what a fight have There 


neſs; 'yea;" much more intolerable, it bei 

rotmy plague'only, but my fin : Alas, how 
dol. grope abqur - in blindneſs and ignorance; 
my i BY and. 


Sus 
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corn, and the-chaff: js kept behind: :. Capa-. 


ſhotup this, 'but I heard'the voice, as to the 


ſides 2 but yet'thisisnot all, there is a leakin 


why:itis altoverfpread with \Zgypriandark- 
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. and wanderinthe path of error; and though 
. the light ſhine in darkneſs; yet the da; 
_ neſs comprehendeth it not : How mean and 
ſhallow is my capacity ? ſo dull that cannot 
conceive,norapprehend the myfteries of God- 
lincſs ,. but am ready to ask with ynskilful 
Nicodemus, what dotheſe things mean ? what 
Riddles axe many Goſpel rs my ſoul ? 
Lan apt rather to diſpute them, than, to be- 
lieve them ; as if I bad rather judge of things 
by the light of reaſons candle, than God's 
Sun : O fool that Lam, an4 ſlow. of heart to 
believe,, how is my. underſtanding tyed- to 
my- ſenſes, that I am apt to believe little but 
what I fee? what poor low conceptions. have 
Lof God, how little a, portion do. 1 know of 
him? he goeth by me, and I fee-himnot; be 
paſſeth on, and I perceive him:not#; haw little 
is it that. my. underſtanding will reach too? 
and how g ofſely do 1 apprehend and conceive 
that little? Although Chriſt hathanointedmy 
eyes, yet my imperfect ſight of the things of 
the Goſpel is like his we read. of, whoſaw 
men walking as: trees. But.you, O Bleſſed 
Souls who are now: in Glory, you ſee face to 
face what, I ſeein a; glaſs darkly; your Sunis 
riſen, you ſee by the cleareſt Meridian ugh, 
what am fain to-grope for inthe dark; thofe 
mitts of darkneſs and ignorance are diſpelled 
from your underſtandings, and. you have the 
bleſſedneſs to ſee, what | have ſcarce faith to 
believe; Thrice happy Souls, your day ends 
not, your Sun ſets not , you: have perfect 
day, no clouds overcaſt you ; you have per 

t c 


your Jig 
inlar 


ſce the gloriqus contexture of Every piece; Eo 


and all the art and contrivances of that cx 


rious Tapeſtry, of which'1 can fee but hexean 


wang rnyas and wr. A 
t pallages t , nor what to maKEe- < 

NR O when ſhall that which is in part be 
done away ? when ſhall the day dawn, and 
the d flar ariſe in my heart ? my foul 
waits for the Lord, more than they that wait 
for. the morning,,. yea, more than they that 
watt for the morning. Alas, how doth iy 
ſpirit ſink oftentimes, when I conſider” the 
unperfeftions of my underſtanding ? how I 
am at every turn baffled and poſcd in my own 
thoughts, and /perplex'd in a labyrinth of 
difficulties, out of which I cannot extricate 
_ my felf, Oh when will the time come that] 
{hall ſeeas I am feen;; and that I ſhall have all 
_ my objections anſwered, my dowbrs reſolved, 
my dithiculties removed? Als this cloud of 
., Reſh , wharglory doſt thou keep from fhin- 
10g0 upori me ? how can 1 ſee through all 
thisdirt? well bur in thy light Lord 1 Thafl 
ſee light + In themean while Tſhould be con- 
tented, if Ecould-watk op to thatdimy light I 
| have ;, but alas #1 have ſo ſtubborn, ſo head- 
Rrongawill; that it will not ufe the lighr 1 
RX 4 * have; 
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ſenting to the truths-propounded, / but how 
much more backward is my will in conſen- 
ting and practiſing ? ſo that. I. am even like 
_ them. in the, Prophet, Brutiſh in my know- 
(edge, Who wouldbelieve, did they ſee my 
coldneſs, and deadneſs in Holy Duties,,how 
remiſs Lam,-when begging pardon of fin, for 
mortifying and quickning grace, that I were 
begging for my life? who would think by my 
negligence-in the wayes of God ; and that 
wretched indifferency that isin my heart, that 
I did believe the Kingdom of Heaven was to 


be taken by violence, and that the gate was ſo. 


ſtrait, and the way ſo narrow that leads re life. 
Oh Hypocrifie ! I preach up diligence ,. and 
I live infloth ; I preach up hunlity,. andlive 
in pride; I ſpeak of the vanity of the crea- 
ture, yetl idolizeit; of the finfulnels of fin, 
yet I cheriſhit ; ofthe life of faith, yeram a 
{tranger to it.. I believe that ſin is the greateſt 
evil, and: that Gods wrath is the greateſt 
Curſe; but alas ! how ſtrangely do. I live 
below theſe principles ! how am I apt and 
ready notwithſtanding, to chooſe fin, rather 
than affliction, and venture the diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty, to gain credit and applauſe 
amongſt men ? If it be hard to believe , how 
much harder is it: to praQtiſe ?. I know but 
little,and yet how little doI of what] know ?: 
The fleſh is ſtill luſting againſt the ſpirit, ſo 
that I cannot do the things that I would 3: yet 
though my ſtrength be but weak, how ſhort 
co I come of doing/all -I can 2: and what a 
ſecret: 


have; my viderſtanding is backward inaft- 
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with the evidenceof truth ;-yet T do not re- 
ceive-itintheloveofir. Othe deepenniity 
thatthere isinmy heart again{t Chrift, not- 
withitanding all the perſonal excellencies. 
that'I know tobe inhim, andall the benefits 
] have received from him ! he ſhed his heart- 
blood for me, and yet-1 do begrudge any fer- 
vice forhim. Oh how willingly did he bear 


the- Croſs for me ! Yea, ' was exceedingly * 


ſtraitned till that Baptiſm was accompliſhed, 
1 delight (faithhe) ro do thy will O God,, and 
yethe tells us this was the will of his Father, 
that he ſhould lay down his life for his Sheep; 
yetdo1 murmur to bear any thing from or 
for him. Alas, hedid far more readily part 
with his life for me,'thanI do with a luſt for 
him; Yea; thoſcſins that were my Saviours 
Maurtherers, do I entertain and cheriſh in my 
heart, and yet ſay Hove him; but how can 
I love two Maſters? ſo-much of the love of 
finas there is in my heart, ſo much' enmity 
is there againſt Chriſt 5 and O how much 1s 
there then inmy heart? to this day I flatter 
my felf that I love him, but alas! where is 
my tenderneſs of his honour, my care to 
pleaſe him, my zeal for him, my delight in 
him,” my longing after him : Ah whereare 
theſe fruits of my loveto him ? Alas! what a 
ſtranger am I to theſe things ! well may he 
reply 'upon me, as ſhe upon. Sampſon, How 
canſt: thou ſay tho loveſt me , when thy heart 
"CPTTY G FI 
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ſecret Antipathy isthere in my heart againſt” 
the truths of God,/ and the Wayes of God? - 
though 'my underſtanding be over-powred” 
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net with me ? I can fee him powring of his 

Soul on the Croſs for me, EG 

bleeding for me, conficting with. the Tor- 
ments of Hell for. me , and wreffling with 
the wrath of the iufinite God, for me , that | 
might be delivered; and yet, O Rock of 
Adamant that Lam, Lbleed not, I melt not, 
Lmourn-not, I canread the ftory of his Love- 
letters to my ſoul, and. view all the paſſages 
of his love to me, his compalſions towards 
me, hiscare of me, his provifion far me, up- 
holding, protecting, ttrengthning; deliveri:g | 
me; yetaothing maves me ; Ah how Iread 
the itory of his bitter death and paſhon, with 
dry cyes, and a hard heart ! and all paſſes 
away like a Fale that. is told ; ſamentimes it 
may be my heart may be warmed, and. my 
affections will cemto be in a flame, and O 
then what I will do, how 1 will live,. how 
zcalonſly I will act, and how chearfully L will - 
ſuffer for Chrift,, 1 will ſpend and be [pert for 
kim, not a luſt thall be ſpared, not. a duty 
that ſhall be baulked ;. but alas } my Righbee- 
ouſneſs i likg the morning dew , and. liks the 
early claud that vaniſheth away. "Tis trange 
to ſee how ſoon my fire is out, and nay afte- 
tions congealed , vpon a ſuddain ] am all 
qver ice again, and O what. a rubbing, and a 
chafing muſt L uſe, to keepalive a litthe heat, 
alittle warmth.! and altis ſcarce enaugiruei- 
ther, when wylthe bleſſed t;me come, when: 
thall I beſwallowed up.in Love ? Oh- Bleſſed 
are you who are now with Chrift , that live 
contiaually in, the ſweet. embraces; = mole 
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blefſed Arms, you are all the Beloved Diſei- 


ples; and have the. priviledge- to 
caſt; you are alwayes in the 
are warmed continually in bis 
ray affeQions freeze with cold, you feel the 
beatings of his heart, and ſee the tender wor- 
ws Frag , the warm influence whereof 
me 


you into the like affe&tion; and thus | 


are .you-for ever Bleſſed, avg, and re- 
turning love; when my wretched, heart to 
thisday retains abundance of eamity againit 
him, who loved me, and gave hi for 
me, Apreat noagan) Lis is not tohavea return 
of love, but'my, miſery isnot to return love 
for love. Ah wretched heart, who can but 
be qutof love with ſuch a heart , as will 
not' bein love with ſuch a Saviour? Oh it 
troubles. me, not ſo much that 1 receive no 
more Love Tokens from him, but that I cen 
ſend kim no-moxe.. I beg not ſo much to be 


beloved by him, as that } may love him :'F_ 


could be content to. have fewer of 
-lovefrom him, ſo. I might have more love 
wrought, in we heart towards him: well, 
but the time will. come when my ſpark ſhall 


be all in a flame, and I ſhallbe all love, when 


ans! for - cok in gas Jan dwell in 
ve; þ where no nipping 
winterſhall coal. the \ Tow of ay alle 
where ng waters. ſhall be able to quench 
my. flame, no, my fire ſhall never. go ous 
mote ; But I thall be continually w_ 
loving and admiring, and my ſoul ſhaltbe 
far ever poſſeſſed with perfect Lover: Iihall 
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then need no painsto warm , no Sermons- to 
quicken me , no faith to raiſe me; burmine 
eyc ſhall affet my hearr,/ and'my ſoul ſhall 
make me as the Chariots of Aminadeb. 1 

hear of him now by the hearing of the Ear, at 
a great diſtance, but then my Eye ſhall: fee 
him; yea, with theſe eyes thall I ſee. God, 
- With theſe Arms ſhall I embrace him; then 
thallI ſee the wounds in his fide , and in his 
heart, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and be no more ftaithleſs, but believing; 
O blefled time, when he ſhall take me by the 
hand, and own me before Men and Angels, 
me uaworgthy wretch, when Ithall hear that 
ravithing Sentence from! his blefled mouth, 
Come thou bleſſed of my Father , come inherit 
the Kingdom that I have prepared for thee , 
that I have purchaſed for thee : 'Surely then 
I ſhall not need to be bid+to lovehim , when 
David had made an end of fpeaking, it is faid, 
The heart of Fonathan was kmt with the heart 
of David, and he loved him as his own Soul; 
So ſurely will it be with me, when I have 
heard that bleſſed ſentence; no jarring then 
between my underſtanding and my will; 
between my will and my - affeQtions; be. 
tween my ſelf and my brethren}, but a ſweet 
and perfect Harmony. Star-light ſhall, then, 
become perfetday, and my affeQtions'and. 
life perfectly conſonant, aud T ſhall for ever 
joyn with that bleſſed" Quire praiſing. and 
admiring that love, that now I have ſo fuch 
adoe to believe, ſing out'the high praiſes 
of our God, and- of the Eamb., who hath, 
loved, 
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loved us, and waſhed us from ourſins in his © 
0 own blood. O will it not be a welcome time ? 

e f FHktow youbegintocry out, 'bowlong Lord, _ 
j bow long ; why this is thy portion, embrace /* 
[ it , count uporrit; let us hft up our heads, 
t 1 thedayof ourredemption draws nigh ; yet 4 

> f Bile while, and be that ſhall come,"will come, 

, and will not tarry. | : 
__/3 I would have my Friend inflamed by this, 

; though all this while I have ſcarce gotten my- 
ſelf into any heat. Well, I conclude with 

| the Martyr, pray, pray , pray; I know 

' #$ you do, but be importunate ; -I know 
 F youare, but continue to be, and the Lord 
fill you with himſelf, and cheriſh you in 
the ſecrets of his preſence; Farewel , 
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